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I. INTRODUCTION

A. The Mission Of The Task Force

1. The Problem

On November 1, 1975, Williem C. Sullivan, former
Assistant Director, Domestic Intelligence Division,
Federal Bureau of Imvestigation, testified before the
Senate Select Committee to Study Goverrmental Operations
with Respect to Intelligence Activities. He related that
from late 1963 and continmudng wuntil the assassination of
Dr. Martdn Luther King, Jr., King was the target of an
intensive campaign by the F.B.I. to neutralize him as an
effective civil rights leader. Sullivan stated that in

esae amalmer ¥ina "Na halAde vamvn harrad "
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Report No. 94-755, Final Report of the Select Committee

to Study Goverrmental Operations with Respect to

Intelligence Activities, Boock II, p. 11). This and other
testimny describing this F.B.I. counterintelligence
campaign against King reached the public through the

news media. As a consequence there was a regeneration of
the widespread speculation an the possibility that the
Bureau may have had some responsibility in Dr. King's.
death and may not have done an impartial and thorough

investigation of the assassinatim.
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2. The Attorney General's Directive

On Noveber 24, 1975, the Attomey General of the
Wnited States directed the Civil Rights Divisior of the |
Department of Justice to wndertzke a review of the files
of the Department end its Federal Bureau of Investigation
to determine whether the investigation of the assassinatiem
of Dr. Martin luther King, Jr. should be recpened. More

particularly it was sought to be determined: (1) whether
&y action taken in relation to Dr. King by the FBI befcre
the assassination had, or may have had, an effect, direct
or indirect, on that event, and (2) whether any action was
taken by the FBI which had, or may have had, any other
adverse effect on Dr. King. Recommendations for criminal,
disciplinary or other appropriate action were requested.

3. The Review up to 8pril 26, 1976

In the next four months, the Assistant Attorney
General in charge of the Clvil Rights Division, his
principal Deputy Assistant Attormey General and the
Chief of the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights
Divi§ibn. acting as a yeview staff, variously read portions

of the FBI headquarters file o a person



who served as an adviser to Dr. King, portions of the FBI
headquarters security file on Dr. King himself, portions
of the FBI headquarters file on the assassination investi-
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to Dr. King, and other Bureau documents including everything

on Martin Luther King. Jr., held in the late J. Edgar Hoover's

official, confidential and persmal files.

By a memorandium to the Attorney General dated April
9, 1976, the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the
Civil Rights Division submitted a 51 page report of the
Chief of the Civil Rights Division's Criminal Section dated
March 31, 1976, exbodying the results of the three-man study,
limited to the sbove listed files, and concentrating almost
exclusively on the pre-assassination surveillance of, and
counterinteliigence activities against, Dr. King.

The Assistant Attomey General recommended the

- cxeation of a Departmental Tack Force to complete the

review he and his team had begim. He also recommended an
Advisory Committee of distinguished citizens to advise with
the task force. The further review proposed included inter-
rogation of material witnesses, reading &ll the pertinent
field office files and reviewing all of the headquarters
files relating to Dr. King and possibly to other civil rights
activists. A recommendation was made to review tapes secured
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by electronic surveillance with a view to determining
which of such materials should be and could be legally
destroyed. The Assistant Attorney General felt that
the FBI should assess the culpabiiity of its agents
involved in the wrongdeing by the principals named in
the report. His pemorandum to the Attormey General
eneluded that probably criminal redress was time-
barred, that civil remedies might be available to

the King family but might also be more embarrassing
than helpful, and hence that consideration be given
to a direct payment by the settlement process or by
a private bill to compensate the King swvivors, or
with the swrvivors' concurrence, the King Foundation;
if this last issue were left to the task force or an
Advisory Commission, it should consider the pros and
cons and recomend as it sees fit.

The Attorney General forwarded the Civil Rights
Division memoranda (end couments thereon fram the Deputy
Attomey General, the Solicitor General, and from staff
mexbers and the Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal
Division) to the Counsel, Office of Professimal Respon-
sibility. The Attorney General charged the Office of
Professimal Responsibility with the work of coupleting
the review begun by the Civil Rights Division. His memo-

ranchum states:



"My request for the review
involved four matters. First, whether
the FBI invesdgatimofthebr Martin .
Luther King's assassination was thorough
and henest; second, whether there was
any evidence that the FBI was involved
in the assassination of Dr. King; third,
in light of the first two questions,
whether there is any new evidence which
has come to the attention of the Depart-
went concerning the assassination of Dr.
King which should be dealt with by the
appropriate authorities; fourth, whether
the nature of the relationship between
the Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal
prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or
other sppropriate action

As the fourth point, I again note
that from the partial reviewvhichhas
been made, Mr. Pottinger concludes 'we
havefomdﬂutthef‘BImdertookasystan—
atic program of harassment of Martin I.m'her
King, by means both legal and illegal, in
order to discredit him mdham'boﬂ'lh:!m
and the movement he led.' Asstming that
the mejor statutory violations relevant
to this conduct would be 18 U.S.C. Section
241 and Section 242, Mr. Pottinger's memo-
randun concludes that any prosecution con-

templated under those acts would now be
harred ‘h\r tha ‘F'fun-vear gtatute of 1imiraa

LT~ Y ]

tions with the possible exception which
would exist if there were proof of a con-

tinulng conspiracy.

As to the matter of new evidence
with respect to the assassination my under-
standing is that the Department has never
closed the Ma:rtin I.a.xther K:.ng f:.le and

UHL TIEETGUS H.LJ-ESHL&MB UL UB P\JBSLUJ.E
involvement of co-conspirators are pramptly
investigated. The thrust of the review which
I requested, however, was to determine
whether a new lock at what was done by the
Bureau in Investigating the assassination

or in the relationship between the Bureau
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and Dr. King might give a different
emphasis or new clues in any way to

, . s i £ 4 m——
the question or involvem=nt in that

crime. At this point in the review,
as I read the meroranda, nothing has

turned W relevant on this latter
point.

The review is not complete.
Mr. Pottinger and all those who have
comrented upon his memorandum recommend
that the review be campleted. Mr.
Pottinger also has made other recommen-
dations upm which there is some differ-
ence of opinion. In my view, it is
essential that the review be campleted
as soon as possible and in as thorough
a marmer as is required to answer the
basic questions. In view of what has
already been dme, and the tentative
conclusions reached, special emphasis
should be given to the fourth question.
In conducting this review you should
call won the Department to firnish
to you the staff you need.

My conclusion as to the review
conducted by the Civil Rights Division
is that it has now shown that this
caplete review is necessary, particu-
larly in view of the conclusion as to
the systematic program of harassment.
If your review turns wp matters for
specific action, we should discuss the
best way to proceed on each such case."

B. The Task Force And The Method Of Review

The Comnsel of the Office of Professimal Responsi-
bility selected three attormeys from the Civil Rights Divisiom,

Joseph F. Gross, Jr., James R. Kieckhefer and William D. White,
one attorney from the Criminal Section of the Tax Division,



James F. Walker, and a retired attormey Fred G. Folscm,
who is currently a consultant to the Tax Divisi;:n with
37 years of experience in Civil Rights Division (which
included homocide cases), Criminal Division and Tex
Divisic prosecutions. As the senior man the latter
was designated to head the task force. This committee
or task force began its work on May 4, 1976. The conmittee
was further staffed by the additin of two research analysts,
Ms. Hope Bymne and Mr. Geoffrey Covert, two secretaries,
Ms. Veronica Keith and Mrs. Renee Holmes, and two clerk-
typists, Mrs. leroylyne Mxray and Ms. Dana Boyd.
Consideration of a.tentative cutline for an eventual
report based on the chronology of events in the relationship
between Dr. Martin Luther King and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation brought the task force up against the fact
that the field of the history before the assassination had
just been plowed twice: once by the Civil Rights Division
meroranda of March 31, 1976, and April 9, 1976 and once
(among other kindred subjects) by the Senate Select Committee
to Study chermmtal Operations with Respect to Intelligence
Activities (Senate Report, No. 94-155 94th Congress, 2d
Sessim, Books I and III).
By way of contrast, however, the matter of the assas-
sination of Dr. King and the ensulng investigation had been



Judged by the Civil Riéits Division's Assistant Attorney
General and his two assistants primerily on their famili-
arity with the Department file on the investigation as it
had progressed since 1968. The Civil Rights Divisim's
Martin Luther King, Jr., review memoranda reflected that
a study had been made of only the first 10 sections of the
FBI headquarters file on the assassination investigation
mdmlyarmdm:h-épectimwas done of some of the remin-
ing 74 sections. There was no factual discussion or analysis.
The conclusion was reached by the Civil Rights Division staff
that "the Bureau's investigation was camprehensive, thorough
arid professional" (Mophy memorandum of March 31, 1976, p. 6).
It was determined therefore to begin the task force's study
with a complete review of the files on the FBI's investigation
of the assassination. It was the consensus of the review
team that by approaching the vhole task by first examining
the character and cazp—il.eteness of the murder investigation
an answer could be made to the Attorney General's question
as to the Bureau's performance in that regard and also an
answer could be indicated to his question going to the Bureau's
possible responsibility, if any, direct or indirect, for
Dr. King's death,

After the examination of the FBI's investigation of
the mrrder of Dr, King, the review team proceeded to go



back &nd corplete the inguixy into the Buresu's pre-
assassination relationship with Dr. King, Necessarily
included again in this second stage of our review was
the consideration of whether the FBI was in any way
:lnplicaté_d in the muxrder directly or indirectly.

The task force rade a particular point of locking
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office files on the Assassination Imvestigation, the so-
called '"Mirkin File" Qirkin being en acronym for Muoder

of King) 1/; the Martin Luther King Security File 2/; the
Ccﬁxinfil-S(ILC File (Ccminfil being en acyonym for Commmist ..
Infiltration; S.C.L.C., the initials for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference) i/; the file on Coammnist Influence

in Racial Matters 4/ and the advisor to King File 5/.

The "Mzrkin” file vas solely concemed with the mmder investi-
gation. The other four files provided a multi-focal view
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HQ. 100-442529 and the predecessor file
“entitled Coomunist Paxrty, U.S.A. Negro Questiom;
FBL HQ. 100-3-116

5/ ‘FBI HQ. 100-392452



of the Bureau's intelligence and counterintelligence
activities with respect to Dr. Martin Luther Kirg, Jr.
The scheme of citation hereinafter used will be to
minimize footnotes, place the source citaticx:l in the
body of the writing, and designate headquarters files
by "HQ"' and mumber and serial and Field Office files
by city and number and serial, e.g.: Memphis 44-1987-
153). Exceptions to this scheme will be explained when
made.

The more voluminous of the pertinent files in
addition to the FBI headquarters files and the Washington
Field Office files were located in Mamphis, Atlanta,
Baltimpre, Charlotte, Birmingham, New Orleans, Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Kansas City, St. Louis, Omsha, Chicago,
Springfield (Il1l.), Milwaukee and New York. These were
exaumined in place by visits by task force persomel. The
remaining files were xeroxed and forwarded for review in
Washington. Pertinent newspaper clipping files maintained
by the Department and by the Bureau and its field offices
were scarmed. |

In terms of papers examined, more than 200,000
entries, many with mumerous pages concerning both the
murder investigation and the security investigation were
covered. The five atﬁorneys sitting together originally



later, as the work progressed, splitting wp to

£

significance. Notes were taken, when pertinent items

were encountered, on a serial-by-serial basis ("serials”
being each separate document entry of one or more pages

in the file). The resulting bocks of notes were then
reviewed and used in conjunction with the original-source
serials for the development of the statements of fact
herein. In addition witness interviews were reflected

in contemporanecus memoranda which aided in the development
of the facts recited.

™ - - [, [P P p———.
Selected porti f the so-called ©

Confidential files which had been kept in the office of
the late J. Edgar Hoover, same sensitive files in the
office of a Section Chief in the FBI Security Division,
and the files of former Assistant Director William
Sullivan were reviewed. So also were the pertinent
files of the Attorneys General. The task force attorneys
reviewed the transcripts of key intercepted telephone
and microphone overheard conversations of Dr. King

and his associates. These were spot checked



for accuracy against the tapes of those surveillances,
A canvass of other investigative agencies was made to
determine whether their files reflected that mt.elligence
or comnterintelligence requests had been made upon them
by the FBI in relation to Dr, King -This included the

| TN JUERTON len Baatem oo oot o— ala 1T O
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Information Agency, the C.I.A., the Secret Service, the

Postal Inspection Service, the Internal Revenue Service's
Intelligence Division and the Treasury Department's Bureau

of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. The material tumed wp

by these agencies was examined, albeit little of cansequence
was discovered. Relevant portions of the investigation reports
of the Meaphis Police Department on the King murder were
xeroxed and studied,

w_ S, 8. A _EE . LY. _ P S ey, N _-- g
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considered published material from the public sector dealing
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr , and his assassination.

Included in this category were a viewing of the Columbia
Broadecasting System 's program on the death of King in its serles
"“The Assassins,' a National Broadcasting Company '"Tamorrow
progran of April 4, 1974, and perusal of books and articles

on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the role

of the FBI in relation to the mmder of Dr. King (see

Bibliography, App. A, Ex. 6). This lead to some valuable



evidentiary material - principally the oral and written
statements of James Earl Ray - which was used to buttress
the reconstruction of the facts of the mmrder and of the
FBI investigatian. |

Some 30 Interviews were conducted, principally in
the assassination phase of the task force study. They were
helpful in supplementing the results of interviews done
during the mmder investigation.

During the review of the Mexphis Field Office files,
an on-site inspection of the crime scene was conducted and
the exhibits in the office of the Clerk of the County Coxt
for Shelby County, Termessee, were examined.



II. THE ASSASSTNATION INVESTIGATION

A. Events Surrounding April &4, 1968

1. The Poor People's Camaimm

e ie————

To understand the movements of Dr. King during this
critical period, it is necessary to briefly discuss the
Poor Pecple's Campaign (POCAM), originally called the
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POCAM was scheduled to begin the first week of April 19683,
and imvolved recruiting same 3,000 poor unemployed blacks
fram 16 localities in the United States for the purpose of
going to Washington, D.C.: and petitioning the govermment to
improve their economic status (HQ 157-8428-51).

The plan was to camp on the Washington Morument or
Lincoln Memorial grounds (HQ 157-8428-132). During the first
and second weeks, demands would be made of congressmen and
heads of departments, such as the Secretary of Labor. If the
demands were not met, nomviolent demomstrations were to be )
conducted (HQ 157-8428.-109).

Dr. King's plammed travel schedule for February and
March included trips to 9 major cities and visits to various
points in Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina
and Virginia (HQ 157 8428-75). By mid February Dr. King had
become discouraged with the lack of progress in recruiting and



training demonstrators (HQ 157-8428-206). During this low
point in the POCAM Dr. King was pursuaded to alter his plans
and to go to Memphis, Termessee. in support of a strike involving
the city's sanitation workers.

2. Menrphis Sanitation Worker's Strike

On February 12, 1968, approximately 1,000 sanitation
workers employed by the city of Merphis called a wildeat
strike. The strikers were represented by local 1733 of the
American Federation of State, County and Mmicipal Employees
who demanded exclusive recognition of the union as bargaining
agent, setting up grievance procedures, wage improvements,
payroll deduction of unic: dues, and a pramotion system as well
as a pension, hospitalization and life-insurance program.

(HQ 157-9146-X1).

The NAACP intervened in the strike because all of
the sanitation workers, excluding drivers, were black. A
militant young black power grouwp known as the Irnvaders was
similarly interested in the strike. The group consisted of
about 15 members, mostly high school dropouts, and was a cell
of a larger group known as Black Organizing Power (BOP) headed
by Charles L. Cabbage and Jolm B. Smith. The alleged purpose
of BOP was to stimulate a sense of black identity, black pride

—_—a v v _ 2 = P - _ % _
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- L A A T e~ AT . AP S

The strikers were also supported by a group of black
ministers, cormected with the Meamphis Interdenominational.
Ministerial Alliance, who adopted the name OME (Camumity on

the Move for Equality). It was members of this grasp that

were instrumental in bringing Dr. King to Merphis., On March 3,

1968, the Reverend James M. lawson, Jr., pastor of the

Centenary Methodist amch,"mphis, and member of COME, stated
on a television program (WHBQ-TV) that he wented to bring

Dr. King (and other heads of civil rights orgenizations) to
Memphis in an effort to unify the entire black ccomumity
behind the demands of the strikers (HQ 157-9146-X23). The
intervention of these varicus black cammmity organizations
caused the city of Mamphis to be concerned about the racial
overtones of the strike and the possibility of violence

Dr. King made his first visit to Memphis in support
of the strike on the night of Merch 18, 1968. On that occasion,
in addressing an estimated crowd of 9,000 to 12,000 pecple at
a rally sponsored by OOE at the Mason Temple, he called for
a general protest day on March 22, 1968. All blacks were asked
not to go to work or school on that day and were wrged to
participate in a massive downtown march. Dr. King and his
party stayed at the lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, on

=16~
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_the night of March 18, 1968 and left Memphis shortly before
noon on March 19, 1968, ostensibly to go to the S.t.ate of
Mississippl in cormection with the POCAM (HQ 157-9146-X39).

The City of Memphis was virtually pa.z;alyzed by a
16-inch snowfall en March 22, 1968, resulting in the post-
ponement of the plamned mass march to March 28, 1968. Dr. King
returhed to Memphis on the 28th, axrriving at the airport at
approximately 10:22a.m. By .that time approximately 5,000 to
6,000 people, about half of whom were of school age, had
congregated at the Clayborn Temple (located at 280 Hernando St.)
for the start of the march. According to the plan of the march,
the sanitation workers were in front with the remainder of the
people following behind. The march was to proceed north on
Hernando to Beale Street, thence west on Beale Street to
Main Street and north on Main Street to City Hall.

The march got underway at approximately 11:00a.m. and
had proceeded to Hernando and Beale before it was joined by
Dr. King. When the front of the march (led by Dr. King)
reached Main Street, teenagers and young adults at the rear
of the march near Third and Beale (two blocks from the front
of the march) ripped the signs off.their poles and began
breaking store windows and looting. Mass confusion developed
and the police moved in to quell the disturbance. The

-17-
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disruption of the march caused Dr. King's aidés to commandeer
an automobile, and Dr. King and his party were escorted by
police to the Rivermont Hotel operated by Holiday Irms of
America. (HQ 157-9146-45). Dr. King left the march at
11:15a.m. and checked into the Rivermont Hotel at 11:24a.m.
vhere he stayed until March 29, 1968. Dr. King and his party
were scheduled to return to Atlanta on March 28, 1968, at
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Atlanta the morning of March 29, 1968, for Baltimore
(HQ 157-9146-45). Thus, remaining in Memphis on the night
of the 28th was a change in plans.

The city ordered a 7:00p.m. curfew and approximately
3,500 members of the Ternessee National Guard were called out
to end the violence. During the disturbance four blacks were
shot, one fatally; approximately 150 fires were set; and over
300 persons were arrested. Approximately one percent of the
marchers engaged in looting and violence and many of these were
people who were criminally inclined and who had been in previous
trouble. The March 29, 1968, issue of the Memphis "Commercial
Appeal” reported that many of the looters and window breakers
were black power advocates and that several wore jackets of
the "Invaders". However, other sources, including Lieutenant
E.H. Arkin of the Memphis Police Department, indicated that

-18-
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many high school age students had put the word ''Invaders™ on
their jackets for effect and were not necessarily affiliated
with the BOP movement (HQ 157-9146-45). The violence and
disnuption of the march was of great concern to Dr, King
because of the possible effect it might have on the plarmed
POCAM. Therefore, he vowed to return to Mamphis and
demonstrate that he had not lost his effectiveness in
leading nomviolent marches.

Dr. King, together with his SCLC staff, returned to
Memph:.s on April 3, 1968, at 10:33a.m. After a press
conference at the airport, the group proceeded to the lorraine
Motel, arriving there at approximately 11:20a.m. At about
12:05p.m. Dr. King left the iorraine Motel for a meeting at
the Centenary Methodist Carch (Security and Surveillance Rept.
of G.P. Tines, Inspector, Memphis Police "Departrmt. dated
July 17, 1968). Dr. King ammounced at this meeting that his
purpose in returning to }hrphis was to lead a mass march on
April 8, 1968 (HQ 157-9146-9 p.8).

However, on April 3, 1968, United States District
Court Judge Bailey Brown issued a temporary restraining order
against further marches in Memphis (HQ 157-9146-9, p.l).
Dr. King returned to the lorraine Motel at 2:25p.m. and sometime
that afternoon Federal Marshals served him and his aides with
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the restraining order. (Security and Surveillance Rept. of
G.P. Tines, Inspector, Merphis Police Department, dated
July 17, 1968).

At spproximately 4:00p.m. Dr. King and the SCIC staff
met with the BOP group at which time Charles Cabbage requested
money to Institute BOP plans to start a 'Liberation School”
and a "Black Co~-op". Dr.. King agreed to use his Influence
to secure funds for BOP and Rev. Andrew Young #greed to help
write up a plan. It is believed these concessions were made
to BOP in order to keep them in line and prevent them fram
follxwing a violent pattern. (HQ 157-9146-9, p.9)

"~ On the night of April 3, 1968, Dr. King spoke to
approximately 2,000 persons at the Mason Temple. He emsphasized
that the scheduled mass march must be held on April 8, 1968,
to re-focus attention on the eight-week old sanitation workers
strike. B

After the speech, Solomon Jones, Jr., serving as
Dr. King's chauffeur drove him back to the lorraine Motel.

Dr. King told Jones to report back on Thursday morning,

April 4, 1968, at 8:30a.m. because he had to appear in court
in connection with a restraining order. (Merphis 44-1987-2322
p.51.)

.1_‘\\



3. Dr. King's Activities on April 4, 1968

According to Mrs. Georgia M. Davis of Louisville,
Kentucky (FBI interview: HQ File 44-38861-2634, p.20) she,
Rev. A.D. Williams King, (Dr. King's brother) and Mrs. Lucie
Ward arrived in Memphis on April &, 1968, fram Florida and
registered at the lorraine Motel at approximately 1:00a.m.
Upon inquiring about Dr. Xing, they were told that he was
attending a strategy meeting at a cinrch. The three then
went to the church, but Dr. King was not there.

Returning to the motel, Dr. King's brother,

Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward corversed in roam 207 until they
observed Dr. King, along with Reverends Ralph Abernathy

and Bernard Lee, getting out of a taxicab in the motel
courtyard at about 4:30a.m. Dr. King was invited to roocm 207
where he visited with his brother, Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward
until about 5:00a.m. He then went to room 306 where he and
later

Dr. King went to roam 201 where he visited with Mrs. Davis
for approximately one howr. Afterwards he returned to room
306 for a strategy meeting scheduled for 8:00a.m.

Solaron Jones, Jr., Dr. King's chauffer, returned
to the lorraine Motel at about 8:30a.m. to take him to court.



However, Rev. Andres Young advised Jones that he was going to
court instead of Dr. King. Therefore Jones was requested
to remain at the motel. (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.51).
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returning to room 201 at about 1:30p.m. to visit Mrs. Davis.
He was later joined in room 201 by his brother, i‘k‘s. Ward,
Abernathy, lee, Young, and Attorney Chauncey Eskridge.

The group comversed until about 5:45p.m. when Dr. King
ammounced they were going to dirmer at the home of

Rev. Billy Kyles (HQ 44-38861-2634, p.23). ¥/ Erroute to
roan 306 to dress, Dr. King saw Solamon Jones, Jr. in the
motel courtyard and told him to start the car as they were

nrena 'I' +tn on tn dimmer (WD AL-18841 -7177 n.52)
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*/ There is a discrepancy in the exact time Dr. King returned
to room 305. Mrs. Davis places the time at 5:45p.m. However,
in an FBI interview, Rev. Abernathy stated that on April &,

1968, he and Dr. did not leave the motel and spent most
of fha day in room 306. He firther stated that he and Dr. Kin

™er
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had been gcne from their roan for approximately one hour or

less when they retirmed to the room at about 5:30p.m. to get

gtze;sed lfgx): dimer at the home of Rev. Billy Kyles. (HQ 44-38861-
, p.-48).



At spproximately 6:00p.m. Dr. King and Rev. Abernathy
| started to leave room 306. Rev. Abernathy StCH_Jpéd for a
moment end Dr. King walked out onto the balcony just outside
the door to the roam () 44-38861-2322, p.46). He saw Jones
standing beside the car on the grond level and began a
conversation about the weather. Jones advised Dr. King

that he should put on a topcoat as it was cool outside.

During this corversation, Dr. King was facing west and Jones
was facing east and looking wp at Dr. King fram the ground
level. As Dr. King acknowledged Jones' concern about getting
his topcoat, Jones heard a sound which he thought was a fire
cracker and Dr. King fell to the floor of the balcony in front
of roam 306. Jones imme:iiately called for help and a mmber
of Dr. King's aides, who were either in their rooms or standing
in the courtyard, rushed to his side (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52). &/

*/ Some critics of the FBI investigation have speculated that
Solomon Jones, Jr. set Dr. King up for the assassination by
unduly detaining him on the balcony. Nothing in the evidence
reviewed by the task force lends any credence to such speculation.



4. FBIl Intelligence and Local Police Activities

a. FBI Informants. Robert G. Jensen, the Special
Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field Office, and Joseph

Hester, case agent for MURKIN, have unequivocally assured
the task force that there was no electronic surveillance of
Dr. King in Menphis. It was explained that Memphis was not in
the mainstream of Dr. King's SCIC activities (Interview

of Special Agent Joe Hester, June 23, 1976, App.B).

However, FBI agents did cbserve the sanitation worker's
strike activities for intelligence purposes and the Memphis
Police Department (MPD) and confidential paid informants did
supply infarmation to the field office (Interview of former
SAC Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App.B).

Our investigation disclosed that there were five paid
confidential informants providing intelligence regarding the
racial situation to the Memphis Field Office on a continuing
basis. The intelligence coverage provided by these individuals
related to the activities of the Nation of Islam, Black Students
Association of MSU, Students for a Democratic Society, Black
Organizing Power, Black United Front, Afro-American Brother-

hood, Invaders and the sanitation workers strike. There is



no evidence that the activities of these informants related
directly to Dr. King. Moreover, there is no evidence
that would suggest that these informants were comected in

any way with the assassination of Dr. King. (R

170-1841; 170-1922; 170-2530 and 137-4885.)
b. MPD Infiltration of the Invaders. In addition

to the paid FBIl informants, an officer of the MPD infiltrated .
the Invaders in an undercover operation. The officer who was
later exposed and is no longer with the MPD, was interviewed
by the task force. The undercover assignment began in

February of 1968 for the specific purpose of infiltrating
the Invaders who became active about the same time of the

MPD was primarily interested in the Invaders, not Dr. King,
because the MPD was concerned about what they might do. The
police officer was, in fact,. accept_ed as a member of the
Invaders and participated in their activities. On the

evening of April 4, 1968, when Dr. King was shot, the informant
had been on a shopping trip with Reverend James Bevel and
Reverend James Orange. The informant said he returned

to the Lorraine Motel at approximately 5:00p.m. and was

-
standing in th

(]

motel courtyard at the time Dr. King was

shot. He is positive that the shot that killed Dr. King
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¢. MPD Surveillance Detail and Removal of Detective

Redditt from Duty. */ From the time of Dr. King's retum

to Memphis on April 3, 1968, \ntil the time of his
assassination, he was under physical surveillance by the
MPD. Upon leaming of Dr. King's flight schedule, Inspector
G.P. Tines of the MPD Inspectional Bureau instructed two

black plainclothes officers, Detective Edvward E. Redditt and
Pat:::olﬁm Willie B. Richmond, to go to the airport to cobserve
the arrival of Dr. King and to keep him under contimxous
surveillance in order to see with whom he came in contact.
According to Inspector Tines, the surveillance was ordered
because Dr. King was a controversial figure and had met with

local black militants on his prior visit to Memphis. While

at the airport a Mrs. Thomas Matthews pointed her finger a
Redditt and told him that she was going to get him. (Report

t

of G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968, Re: Security and Surveillance
of Dr. King, App. B.)

EL The removal of Redditt from duty was cited as cne of the
ses for the House Select Cammittee to investigate the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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In addition to the surveillance detail, Assistant
Chief of Police W.P. Huston ordered & detail of four men,
cammanded by Inspector Don H. Smith, to go to the airport
for the purpose of providing security for Dr. King. While
waiting for Dr. King to arrive, Mrs. Thomas Matthews
advised Lieutenant George K. Davis that she had come to the
airport to pick up Dr. King and that no one had asked for
police to be assigned to him. Inspector Smith also asked
Reverend James Lawson where they were going when they left
the airport and he replied: "We have not fully made up our
minds.” Nevertheless, when Dr. King and his party left the
airport, Inspector Smith and his men followed them to the
Llorraine Motel, arrivirg there at appro:d.mately. 11:20a.m.
With the assistance of Inspector J.S. Gaglian and two other
officers, Inspector Smith and his men secired the entrances
to the motel.

Dr. King and his party left the Lorraine Motel at
approximately 12:05p.m. and were followed by the security
detail to the Centenary Methodist Church where a meeting
was held. The detail secured the front and rear entrances
of the Church until approximately 2:15p.m. when Dr. King and
his group returmed to the motel. The security detail then
returned to the motel area and resumed their positions until
they were ordered to héadquaxters by Chief J.C. Macdonald



at approximately 5:05p.m. Inspector G.P. Tined stated in
his report that he was not conferred with and has no idea
why the security detail was remwved from Dr. King after
5:05p.m. Former Chief Macdonald has mo present recollection
of the security detail (Interview of James C. Macdonald,
former Chief MPD, December 22, 1976, App. B.) The security
detail was not resumed on April 4, 1968, (Reports of
Inspectors Don H. Smith and J.S. Gagliano as incorporated
in Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, supra.)

As a separate activity fram the security detail,
Detective Redditt and Patrolman Richmond went to the airport
on April 3rd and observed Dr. King's arrival. When Dr. King
left the airport they followed him to the lLorraine Motel
and learned that he was registered in room 306. Redditt
telephoned headquarters and informed Inspector Tines where

Dr. King was staying. At approximately 12:05p.m. Redditt
and Rictmond followed Dr. King and his party to the
Centenary Methodist Church where a closed meeting of
approximately 30 black ministers was scheduled. Redditt
again called headquarters and advised his superiors of his
location. Redditt was instructed to leave Richmnd at the
cherch and for him to return to the area of the lorraine
Motel for the purpose of finding a suitable place where
close surveillance could be kept on the motel. Richmond

remained at the Centenary Methodist Church until the
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- meeting was over at approximately 2:15p.m. Richmond then
went to Clayborn Temple where he thought Dr. King would
address the sanitation workers prior to & schedx.:leél 3:00p.m.
march. However, Dr. King did not make an appearance there.
Rictmond telephoned headquarters at about 3:30p.m. and was
advised that Dr. King had returned to the motel and that
Redditt had set up a surveillance post at Fire Station No. 2,
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immediately left Clayborn Temple and joined Redditt at the
fire station. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Riclmond,

April 9, 1968, MPD Statements, State v. James Earl Ray
p. l444). )

The rear of Fire Station No. 2 overlooks the Lorraine
Motel and provided an excellent mtage'point where Redditt
and Richmond could observe Dr. King and his associates as
they entered and left the motel. On April 3, 1968, Redditt
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at which time they were relieved by Lieutenant E.H. Arkin

and Lieutenant J.V. Papla of the MPD Internal Security Bureau.
(Statement of Edward E. Redditt, April 10, 1968, MPD Statements,
State vs. James Earl Ray p. 1453).

After leaving their observation post, Redditt and
Richmond went to the Mason Temple where Dr. King was
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scheduled to address a mass meeting. Shortly after they
arrived at the temple, Redditt was approached by Reverend
Malcomb D. Blackburmn Va.nd told that the word was out that
he was over in the fire station near the lorraine Motel |
spying with binoculars. Reverend Blackburm also advised
Richmond that the temple was the wrong place for him
because the tension was too high. Fearing they would be
exposed, Redditt and Richmond left the meeting at approximately
8:50p.m. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines.)

Redditt and Richmond resumed their surveillance
of the Lorraine Motel fram Fire Station No. 2 on April &,
1968, at 10:30a.m. At approximately 12:50p.m. Redditt

were going to do him wrong. (Interview of Edward E. Redditt,
April 10, 1968.)

At approximately 4:00p.m., Redditt was ordered by
telephone to leave the fire station and report to headquarters
where he was advised that threats had been made on his life.

He was, therefore, ordered to move his family into a motel

under an assumed name by Frank Holloman, former Director
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Holloman, September 15, 1976, App. B.) Redditt was taken
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in front of Redditt's residence, it was armounced ‘on the
radio that Dr. King had been shot. After a cowple of days,
Redditt did not hear any more about the threat on his life.
(Interview of Edward E. Redditt, July B, 1976, App. B.)

In our efforts to trace the source of the threat, we
have found that Philip R. Maruel, an investigator with the
Senate Investigating Committee, chaired by Senator McClellan
was in Me=phis on April 4, 1968. While at the MPD Marmel
advised them based on a telephone call to his office in
Washington, that the Senate Conmittee Staff had information

fram an informant in Micsissippl that the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party had made plans to kill a "Negro
lieutenant"” in Memphis. Maruel left Memphis on a 5:50p.m.
flight to Washington and the next day (April 5, 1968) he
telephoned the MPD and advised them that the threat was on
the life of a "Negro lieutenant™ in Knoxville rather than
Memphis. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968,
Epra.)

Philip R. Marmel neither has a present recollection
of providing the information regarding the threat to the MPD,
nor does he have a mamwrandm of the event. However, he



confirmed that he wvas in Memphis mdvisitedth'eHPDat
the time stated and that his office did have a Mississippl
source. Moreover, he said the events sounded familar and
he believed the MPD records were correct. (Interview of
Philip R. Manuel, September 28, 1976, App. B.)

Although Redditt was relieved fram duty at Fire
Station No. 2, Richmond remained there and contimed to
observe who entered and left the motel. At approximately
6:00p.m. Richmond saw Dr. King leave his roam and walk
to the handrail on the balcony. The Reverend Billy Kyles
was standing off to Dr. King's right. An instant later
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Dr. King fall back from the handrail and put his hand up
to his head. At approximately 6:0lp.m. Richmond telephoned
headquarters and reported that Dr. King had been shot.

He was instructed to remain at the fire station. Richrond
then yelled to members of a MPD tactical squad (which had
stopped at the station & few moments earlier) that he
believed Dr. King had been shot. He then ran to the front
of the fire station and looked north and south on South Main
Street, but did not see anyone ruming or walking, except
the men in the tactical squad who left the fire station
rumning in different directions. Shortly thereafter,



Captain J.G. Ray arrived at the fire station and instructed
Richmond to go to headquarters and make a detailed report
of what he had seen. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Rictmond,
April 9, 1968, supra.)

d. Details of Two Black Firemen from Fire Station
No. 2.*/ As of April 3, 1968, Norvell E. Wallace and Floyd E.

Newsun were the only black firemen assigned to Fire Station
No. 2 of the Mesphis Fire Department (MFD). Wallace was
working the night shift on April 3rd and Newsum was scheduled
to report for the day shift on April 4th. Both of these
individuals actively sippdrted the samitation workers strike,
attending their rallies and making financial contributions.

In our Interview of Wallace (Interview July 8, 1976
App. B.) he stated that at about 10:00 or 10:30 on the night
of April 3rd his captain told him that a call had came in
requesting that a man be detailed to Fire Station No. 33.
He was immediately detailed to No. 33 although it was raining
and he was preparing to go to bed. Wallace further stated
that while Fire Station No. 33 was understaffed as a whole,
there was no shortage of persomel for the pum truck on which
he worked. Otherwise, he does not know vhy he was detailed.

*/ The details of the black firemen £rom Fire Station No. 2 is
a second reason cited as a basis for the House Select Committee
to investigate the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Also, on the night of April 3rd Fireman Newsum, in
a wholly personal capacity, attended a rally at the Mason
Tecple where Dr. King made his last speech. When he returned
home (about 10:30p.m.) there was & message for him to call
Lt. J. Smith at the fire department. When he called,

Lr. J. Smith ordered him to report to Fire
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on the morming of April 4th rather than Fire Station Mo. 2.
Newsum claims that Fire Station No. 31 was overstrength at
the time and his detail made his campany short. Moreover,
he says he never has received a satisfactory explanation
why he was detailed. However, he did say that Lt. Barmett
at one time told him he was detailed at the request of the
police. (Interview of Floyd E. Newsum, July 8, 1976,

App. B.) )

Interviews of past and present members of the MFD have
failed to disclose the individual who initiated the order or
the reason for detailing Wallace and Newsum. According to
former Lt. Jack Smith, he received a telephone call between
3:00p.m. and 5:00p.m. on April 3, 1968, from either Captain
James T. Baity or former Assistant Chief Arthar J. Rivalto
in the persamel department specifically requesting that
Newsun be detailed. No reason was given for the detail.
Smith said he immediately called Newsum, but Newsum was not



home. Therefore, Smith left a message for Newsun to call
the fire station. Newsun called about 10:30p.m. and Smith
advised him of the detail (Interview of Jack Smith, dated
September 27, 1976).

.~ Wallace's commanding officer, then Captain R.T.
Jolmson, likewise stated that he received a telephone
call fram someone in the persormel department requesting
him to detail Wallace. However, Jolmson has no present
recollection of who the individual was that made the
request. (Interview of R.T. Jotmson, Deputy Chief, Memphis
Fire Department, December 21, 1976, App. B.)

Neither Captain Bafty nor former Assistant Chief
Rivalto has any present recollection of the detail of
Wallace or Newsun. Captain Baity indicated that any
district chief eould have ordered the men moved (Interview
of Jares T. Baity, Septetber 27, 1976, App. B). Also,
former Assistant Chief Rivalto said the fire department
shifted people around all the time when a campany became
understrength because of sickness, etc. (Interview of
Arthuer J. Rivalto, September 27, 1976, App. B).

Similarly, the former Chief of the MFD, Edward A.
Bamilton, has no recollection of the details. He speculated
that the men could have been detailed for a "fill in" to
bring a campany up to strength (Interview of Edward A.
Hamilton, September 27, 1976, App. B).
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The MFD Strenth Report-Firefighting Persormel for
Shift "A", Battalions One and Eight, dated April 3, 1968
(attached to Reinterview of James R. Boatwright, October 20, .
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) show that Wallace's Company No. 2 at Fire

Station No. 2 was operating at minimum strength (five men)
after he was detailed; whereas Campany No. 33 to which he
was detailed operated at one over the minimm strergth
(four men) after the detail. Likewise, the Strength Report
for Shift "B" for Battalions One and Two, dated April &,
1968 (Also attached to the Boatwright interview of October 20,
1976) show that Newsum's Company No. 55 at Fire Station No. 2
was operating at minimm strergth (five men) after the detail,
but Company 31 to which he was detailed operated at one over
the minimm strength (four men) after the detail.

However, former Deputy Chief James O.
that the people on the security detail operating out of
the fire station probably felt better without Wallace and
Newsum around (Interview of James 0. Barnmett, September 27,
1976.) On the other hand, Assistant Chief Jares R, Boatwright
explained that they were having a very tense situation at
the time; that a mumber of threatening calls had been
received at Fire Station No. 2; and that the consensus of |
opinion was that Wallace and Newsun were detailed for their
own protection, since they were the only black firemen assigned

to that station (Intexrview of James R. Boatwright, September 23,
1976) '
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In this comnection MPD Patrolman Willie B. Richmond
and former Detective Edward E. Redditt, who conducted the
surveillance of Dr. King and his associates from the fire
station, were recontacted and specifically asked whether
they had requested that Wallace and Newsum be detailed.

Both Richmond and Redditt denied that they made such a
request or had knowledge of any one else in the police
department making such a request (Reinterviews of Richmond
and Redditt, September 28, 1976, App. B). |

Our investigation has not disclosed any evidence
that the detail of Wallace and Newsum was in any way
camected with the assas-ination of Dr. King. However,
the circumstances surrow.ding the details strongly suggest
that both men were detailed because they supported the
sanitation workers and were considered to be a threat to
the security of the surveillance of Dr. King conducted from
the fire station by Patrolman Richrond and Detective Redditt.

e. MPD Tactical Units- Their Deployment and
Activities on the Evening of April 4, 1968. When the sanitation
workers of Memphis began their strike in February of 1968, the
MWD either organized or beefed up various tactical wnits.
Generally, each of these units consisted of 12 law enforcemnent

officers fram the MPD and the Shelby County Sheriff's Department.
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These units were organized for the purpose of awoiding riots
which other cities, such as Detroit, had experienced (Interview
of Frank Hollaman, former Director of Fire and Police for the
City of Menphis, September 15, 1976, App. B). Documents
obtained from the State's Attorney General (Item 9 from MPD
lf_ﬁscellanecus Records) show that on the evening of April 4,
1968, at the time Dr. King was shot, there were nine tactical
units in service at various locations as follows:

Tact Unit No. Street locations

6 Thoms and North Parkuay
8 Jackson and Watkins

99 Cl'u;lsea and Watkins

10 Main and Butler

n Georgia and Orleans

12 Trigs and Latham

13 Bellevue and Effie

17 Wion and Bellevue

18 Fowrth and Gayoso
In addition to the tactical units, the documents
obtained from the State's Attorney General show that there
were ten regular police cars (with 3 to 4 men per car) in
the general area of the lorraine Motel. These cars were
at the following locations at the time Dr. King was shot:
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Car No. Street locations

224 Main and Beale

228 Third and Poplar
232 Fourth and Butler
230 tnion and Front

236 Third and Belz

245 - ‘Second and Gayoso
247 Crurp and Barton
365 larmar and Bellevue
367 Poplar and Cleveland
369 1inden and East

The map (Part of It;an 9 fram MPD Miscellaneous
Records, see App. A, Ex. 1) sl';ows that Tact Units 10 and 18
wez{'e within a radius of one mile of the crime scene (200
block of Milberry Street) at the time of the shooting; and
Tact Units 6,11 and 12 were within a radius of two miles
of the scene. Tact lhits 7,14,15 and 16 were located outside
the boundaries of the map and are not shown. Cars rumber
224,230,232,245 and 247 were within a radius of one mile of
the scene and cars rurber 228 and 369 were within a radius
of two miles. However, cars mmber 236,365 and 367 were
outside the boundaries of the map.

Particular emphasis is given to Tact Unit 10 and
the activities of its men, as this unit was located at
Fire Station No. 2 (S. Main and Butler) at the time of the
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shooting. On the afternoon of April 4, 1968, Tact lhnit 10,
consisting of three cars and 12 men stopped at Fire Station

No. 2 for a rest break at a:ppmxiﬁ:ately 5:50p.m. “The wnit
was camanded by Lt. Judson E. Ghormley of the Shelby County
Sheriff's Department. The other members of the unit included
Deputies W.A. DuFour, W.J. Berry, Vernon Dollahite, R.N. Baker
and Ronald Maley of the sheriff's department; and Patrolmen
Carroll Dum, Willlam Gross, Jason Morris, Barmey Wright,
Emmett Douglass and Torrance Landers of the MPD.

Interviews of the above named men indicate that when
the unit arrived at the fire station, the cars were parked

on the north side of the fire station entrance with the lead
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parked directly behind the lead car and the third car was
double parked alongside these two cars. (MPD Statements,
State v. James Earl Ray, DuFour p.l449; Berry p.1450;
Ghormley pp.1451 and 1532; Dollahite pp.1455 and 1505;
Durm p.1457; Gross p.1460; Yorris p.1463; Wright p.1466;
Baker p.1468; Douglass p.1469; Landers p.1471 and Maley
P-1480.)

ﬁhile Patrolman Douglass remained with the lead car
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station to take a break. When the shot was fired that killed
Dr. King (at approximately 6:0lp.m.), these men were at various
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locations in the fire station drinking coffee, making telephone
calls, etc. Patrolman Richmond, who was mam:l.ng the surveillance
post in the rear of the station, yelled throughout the station
that Dr. King had been shot. The members of the tact umit,
some of whom had heard the shot, all ran out the north side
of the fire station and then east toward the rear of the fire
station and the lorraine Motel. (See diagram of crime scene,
App. A. Ex. 2).

Patrolman Douglass, who had remained in the lead car
to monitor the radio, heard the shot when it was fired. He

t out of the car and ran towmard the rear of the
fire station with the cther men, After Patrolman Douglass
realized what had happeied, he retizned to the lead car, along
with Patrolman Wright, and radioed the dispatcher that Dr. King
had been shot. Douglass and Wright then drove the lead car
south on S. Main to E. Bptler, east on E. Butler to Mulberry
and north on Milberry to the entrance of the Lorraine l‘btel._
Douglass and Wright later drove the car, acccmpé:ﬁed by one

or two other unidentified officers, north on Milberry to

m.u.:.ng, WS'CUHHUL].I]ECDQ I'E.JIIEIICISOUUIU“D Main to the

front of the buildings located just morth of the fire station. */

*/ There are conflicts in the statements of Douglass, Wright
and Ghormley. Douglass stated that Ghormley and other unidentified
officers got in the car with him at the fire staticn and they drove

o sl Ry PR Vg, | Ao ddeire mon Thed alode? o acmea ) S |
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Douglass left the fire station together and picked up one or two
other unidentified officers at the lLorraine Motel. On the other
hand, Ghormley claims he turned around at the concrete wall at the
rear of the fu'e station and ran to the front of the station and
then north on S. Main Street.
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The other men in the tact unit contimuéd to the rear
of the fire station to a concrete retaining wall abutting
Mulberry Street. DuFour, Dollahite, Morris, Baker, Landers,
Maley and Dum climbed down the concrete wall and ran across
Milberry Street to the lorraine Motel. DuFour and Morris ran
up the stairs to the balcony vwhere Dr. King's body lay.
The peocple there said the shot had came from a red brick
building north of the fire station on S. Main Street. While
DuFour remained with Dr. King's body until the ambulance came,
Morris ran rorth on Milberry to Huling and west on Huling to |
the north side of the buildings facing 5. Main Street. Another
officer (probably Maley or Dum) was already at that point,
and Morris stopped there to assist him in securing that area.

Baker ran to the Motel baleony where DuFour was standing
beside Dr. King's body. He then ran back to Mulberry St. and
ran rorth for a distance to an alley. Baker ran into the
alley looking for anything suspicious. He noticed that
other members of the tact unit were securing a hn.ldmg
(probably the building with its north end on Huling).
Therefore, Baker went to the corner of Miulberry and E. Butler
and took up a position there.

After Landers learned the direction the shot came
from, he found a 55-gallon drum and climbed back up the
concrete reﬁaining wall on Mulberry St. into the lot on
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which the building where the shot was fired is located. Landers
observed that the bathroom window was partially opmed and

he saw an elderly white male came up to the window and look out ,
He ordered him to get back fram the window. Landers also saw
an elderly white female locking out a window directly south

of the battroom window. He ordered her to get away from the
window. Landers also checked the bushes on the lot for
evidence and checked the entire area for footprints. After
other officers arrived, Landers and another MPD officer

climbed onto the roof of a one story building which backs

up to Mulberry St. This building runs along the north side

of the building whence the shot was fired. Finding nothing

on the roof, they came down and started up an alley leading

to a basement. About 10 feet up the alley they found two

fresh footprints in the mud. Landers guarded these footprints
until homicide detectives arrived on the scene. Subsequently,

a plaster case wms made of each footprint | However, the
footprints were never positively identified by either the
MPD or the FBI.

Upon learning where the shot was fired from, Dollshite
and Maley ran out of the motel courtyard, turned north on
Milberry to Huling and west on Huling toward S. Main. Maley

stopped in the center of the block and began guarding the
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rorth end of the building. However, Dollahite contimied rurning
(with gun drawn) to S. Main and turned south on S. Main.
Dollshite noticed a mumber of patrons in Jim's Crill at 418
S. Main. He ran into the cafe and ordered everyone to remain
seated and not to leave. IDollshite then stopped momentarily
at Canipe's Amusement Coupany located at 424 S. Main where
he observed a green bed spread lying in the doorway partially
covering & blue suitcase and a box containing a rifle. As he
continied down S. Main a short distance near a fenced-in
parking area, Dollahite observed Lt. Ghormley and another
officer coming north on S. Main. Dollahite turmed around
at that point and walked back to Canipe's store ahead of
Lt. Ghormley and then crossed the street for the purpose of
securing the front of the building. After he took up his
position, Douglass and Wright drove up in the lead car.

Other officers who did not climb down the retaining
wall at the rear of the fire station and run to the motel
are Ghommley, Gross and Berry. After ruming to the
retaining wall and observing the people pointing to the
building on S. Main St., Berry came back to the fire station
entrance, jumped in a cruiser and drove rorth on S. Main to
the first intersection at Huling where he stopped the car -
in the street and secured that area.
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Grommley ‘md Gross n.lso returned to the front of
the fire station after first ruming to the reta:!nim wall.
They both turned north on S. Main and ran toverd Huling. |
Ghormley stopped at Canipe’s Amusement Co. where he cbserved
what appeared to be a blanket partially covering a blue
suitcase and a Browning rifle box with about a foot of the
barrel of a rifle exposed.

The spparent discrepancies in the statements of
Ghormley and Dollahite can be accounted for only by the
mass ccnfusic‘m which must have ocourred immediately after
the shooting. However, it appears that Dollahite first
observed the bundle wh:le ruming south on §. Main with
his gun drawn. But, be contirmed past Canipe's Amusement
Corpany and after he saw Ghormley and the other officer
caning north he turned around and took up a position on the
opposite side of the street from Canipe's.

Guy H. Canipe, the ovmner of Canipe's Amusement Co.,
informed Ghormley that a white male had just dropped the
bundle in front of his door a mimute or two earlier and had
run south on S, Main. Ghormley radioced this information to
headquarters and stood guard over the articles. Shortly there-
after, Canipe told Ghormley that a white Mustang autambile
had left the area at a high rate of speed after the tundle vas
dropped. Ghormley also radioed this information to headquarters.
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According to the transcript of the MPD radio tapes
(MPD James Earl Ray Supplements, Attommey General's copy,
Supplement 79, p.1714) Tact lhit 10 advised the dispatcher
that Dr. King had been shot at the lorraine Motel at 6:03p.m.
By 6:06p.m., the dispatcher had ordered a circle formed
around the Iorraine Motel and the buildings west of the
motel on $. Main. Mreover, patrol cars and other Tact
Units had begun to arrive on the scene. At 6:07p.m. Tact
Unit 10 advised the dispatcher that the weapon was in front
of 424 S. Main and that the subject ran south on S. Main. .
At 6:08p.m. the subject was described as a well-dressed,young,
white male. At 6:10p.m. the dispatcher relayed information

late model white Miustang.

The men in the Tact lhits and patrol cars kept the
area sealed off, directed traffic, and checked out suspicious
individuals while detectives fram the Homicide Squad investi-
gated the scene. Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary of the MPD
Bomicide Squad arrived at the lorraine Motel at approximately
6:15p.m., and by 6:30p.m. he had taken custody of the bundle
of articles found in the doorway of Canipe's Amisement.

Zachary turned the bundle, except for a tee shirt and pair
of shorts, over to the FBI at about 9:30 or 10:00p.m. The

tee shirt and shorts were also turned over to the FBI after
the laundry marks were checked with local laundries (Interview
of former Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary, September 15, 1976,

App. B).
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B. The FBI Investigation Of The Assassination

1. The Department of Justice Response and FBI
Perlormance

~a. The Mirder, At approximately 6:00 p.m. on

April 4, 1968, Dr. Martin luther King, Jr., was standing
on the balcony outside of his room at the Lorraine Motel
in Memphis, Termessee. Moments later, Dr. King was shot
by a high power rifle and then rushed to St. Joseph's
Hospital. At 7:05 p.m. he was pronounced dead. The
cause of death was a tullet wound which tore the major
neck blood vessels and severed the spinal cord at the
oot of the neck (Memp'.is 44-1987 Sub Sec. 1-13, and see
autopsy report, App. A Ex. 3).

b. Top Priority Investigation Ordered. The Memphis

Police Department was immediately aware of the King assault

and pramptly notified the FBI Memphis Field Office headed by
SAC Robert G. Jensen. SAC Jensen telephonically relayed the
information to Washington where Director Hoover and Attorney

[ o g | s L __ B _____ 1 wr____ 4

LETIELdL b.I..EIK were :IIIIUEBBG The nempn.‘-.s Field UII].C& was

directed on the evening of April 4, 1968 to immediately conduct

ull investigation of the matter as a possible vi

of 18 U.S.C. 241, the civil rights conspiracy statute (HQ 44~
38861-109).
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This directive soon became national in scope with
SAC's in all FBI Field Offices being ordered by teletype
on April 7, 1968, to participate and conduct a top priority
investigation under their personal supervision. This meant
all leads were to be afforded immediate, thorough and

ibilities from such leads

exhausted. Also, 24 hours was set as the period after receipt

of a lead within vhich the investigation and reporting must

be campleted. All SAC's were to bear personal responsibility

for any failure to handle the investigation (HQ 44-38861-153) ..
¢. Progress of the Investigatiom. The breadth of

this top priority investigation 1s repeatedly evidenced in

the Mokin files. All informant sources - racial, security
and criminal - were immediately alerted and contacted for
information. The KKK and other hate groups as well as
individuals known to have violent proclivities were checked.
The files were checked for prior threats against Martin Luther
King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-2649). Name checks were contirmwously
being made on Selective Service records, city and telephone
directories, drivers license bureaus, motor vehicle divisions,
financial institutions, credit records, criminal and civil
records, marriage licenses, public utility rolls, unioms,
camn carrier passenger lists and more (e.g. HQ 44-38361-233).
(1) Bessie Brewer's Rooming House. Key information

was developed early at Bessie Brewer's Roaming House whence
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the shot was fired. Bessie Brewer, Charles A. Stephens
and William C. Anclmtz were interviewed and a physical
description of a suspect was obtained. ' :

Bessie Brewer, resident manager of the roaming house, |
explained that a "John Willard" registered with her April 4,
between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. He was first directed to
Roan 8, but rejected it because it had a stove and refrig-
erator. Instead, he asked for a slesping roam only and
accepted Room 5-B in the rear of the hostelry. This room
provided a window with a view of Dr. King's roan at the
Lorraine Motel. Mrs. Brewer described the new tenant as
a vhite male spproximately 35 years of age, 5'11" to 6' tall,
weighing 180 pounds with a medium build and presenting a neat
clean sppearance (Mexphis 44-1987 Sub Sec. 1-15).

Stephens, who was in his room on the afternoon of
April 4, remembers hearing footsteps between Roam 5-B
and the bathroom. He also remembers the bathrocm being
ocapied for considerable periods of time « 20 to 30 minutes -
without water ruming or the toilet being flushed except for
the last visit. This last visit ended when he heard what
he is certain was a gun shot. Interrupted by the shot,
Stephens opened his door to the hallway to see a man rurming
down the hallway carrying a large wrapped bundle. As this
man ran down the hall in the direction of Anchutz, Stephens
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recalls believing that he had seen this person earlier
that afternoon with Mrs. Brewer. Stephens described him
as a white mle of average build, in his 30's, 5'10" to 11"
tall, weighing 165 pounds and wearing a dark suit presenting
& neat clean appearace O‘Ianphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1).
Like Stephens, Anchutz was a resident of the rooming
_house and in his room at the time of the shooting. Also
like Stephens, Anchutz occupied a room adjacent to ''John
Willard." He recalls watching television in his rocm that
aftemoon when he heard a gun shot. TImmediately, he went
to the door and as he opened it saw a man running toward him. |
'Ihismccveredhis face as he ran and carried a blanket
wrapped bundle. Anchutz addressed the man, saying: "I
thought I heard a shot." The man responded: ''Yeh, it was a
shot." Anchutz described the man as 6' tall with a slim
build and in his 30's (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1).

(2) Canipe Amuserent Campany. The Canipe Amusement
Company is located at 424 South Main Street and is just a
short distance from Bessie Brewer's Roaming House at 422%
South Main Street. In the recessed entrance to Canipe Campany
a blanket wrapped bundle (presumsbly the bundle Stephens
and Anchutz saw) containing valuable pleces of physical
evidence was recovered shortly after the shooting.




The store owner, Guy W. Canipe, and ‘two customers,
Bernell Finley and Julius L. Graham, were in the store at the
time of the assassination. Each vas intervieved by the
FBI and described hearing a "thud" which drew thelr attention,
and as they looked to see vhat had happened, they observed
the blanket wrapped bundle in the entrance. At the same
time, they sav a man dressed in a dark suit walking rapidly
south on the sidewalk away fram the bundle. A few moments
later, they said, a white compact autamwbile - possibly a
Mustang -~ proceeded north on South Main Street at a high
rate of speed. The male was described as white, approximately
30 years of age with & medium build, 5'10" to 6' tall and
weighing 160 to 180 pounds. QMenphis 44-1987 Sub A sec 1).

The bundle, after being discovered at Canipe's doorway
by a member of a Memphis Police Department Tactical Squad,
first came into the custody of Inspector Zachary of the
Memphis Police Department's Homicide Bureau. Llater in the
evening of April 4, 1968, between 9:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.,
Inspector Zachary delivered the bundle to SAC Jensen who
immediately had it flown by agent courier to Washington for
laboratory examination (Memphis 44-1987-610). The bundle
contained a Model 760 Remington Gamemaster rifle, 30-06
Springfield caliber, and a blue zipper bag. The bag contained
various toilet articles along, with a pair of men's underwear



with laundry tags, a pair of binoculars, two cans of

beer, and a paper bag bearing an advertisement for York
Arms Campany, Memphis, Termessee, with a York Arms Coupany
cash sales receipt dated April 4, 1968 (Memphis 44-1987
Swb A sec 1).

(3) Information and Physical Evidence Tracked. The
investigation contimied with exphasis on tracing all physical
evidence and Information received. To this end a search
of all Memphis area hotels and motels w&s initiated for
the source of the blanket and bar of soap found in the blue
zipper bag. Also, registrations at area imns were examined
for the ulown suspect}dho fled the roaming house and who
might be driving a white compact automobile. At the same
tine, the rifle, scope, binoculars, cans of beer, lamndry
tags and other items were tracked (HQ 44-38861-139).

'n'zeriﬂeandséopeme quickly traced to the Aero
Marine Supply Compary in Birmingham, Alabama. The rifle
was sold to a "Harvey Lowmyer' March 30, 1968. ’.I'he scope,
along with a second rifle, was purchased March 29, 1968,
but “Lovmyer" exchanged this rifle the following day for
the one recovered at the Canipe Amisement Coupary. Accord-
ing to the Aero Marine salesman, "Lowmyer" explained that
he ta]kedwitﬁhis brother and was advised a more powerful

rifle was necessary for deer nting in Wisconsin. However,
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a laboratory examination of this returned rifle revealed
that it was clogged_with cosmoline (a heavy grease firearm
preservative) and could not be loaded and readied to fire
(HQ 44-38861-432). The salesman also provided a physical
description of "Lowmyer” which matched those previously
obtained (HQ 44-38861-180).

The paper bag and the sales receipt from York Arms
Campanty led ggents to the Mecphis gore where the binoculars
were purchased. The York Arms salesman explained that he
sold the pair of binoculars at approximately 4:00 p.m.
April 4, 1968, to a white male matching the descriptions
previously cbtained (Meophis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1). By
checking the mamifacturer's can codes and distribution records,
the two beer cans were traced to Southhaven Mirmow Shop,
Southhaven, Mississippi (HQ 44-38861-1360).

The center of the investigation shifted from Memphis
to Birmingham on April 9, when the search of Memphis imms
focused on the Rebel Motel and the April 3 registration

record of am Eric Starvo Galt. It was already known that
the rifle and scope were purchased in Birmingham and the

Galt registration also pointed to Birmingham. The registra-
tion record arcused interest because Galt registered for the
night of April 3 only, listed a Birmingham address and drove a

Mustang with Alabama license plates, (HQ &44-38861-1180).



The possibility of a link between Eric Starvo

Calt and the unknown subject was pursued in Alabama by the
Birmingham and Mobile offices. In their pursuit they

learned that on August 29, 1967, Galt purchased a 1966
white Mustang automobile. The Bureau agents also learned

that the State of Alabama issued a motor vehicle operator's
license in October 1967 to Eric Starvo Galt, 2608 Highland
Averme, Birmingham, Alabama. The physical description

. obtained from this license matched those previously received:

ra male
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lue eyes and brown hair (HQ 44-38861-1180).

When the investigation moved to Gelt's Birmingham
address it was learned that Galt lived there in late August
wmntil early October 1967. Because of the length of this
contact, exphasis was placed on developing information on
Galt's background. Significantly, it was learned that during
his Birmingham sojourn Galt expressed an enthusiastic
interest in dancing and attended dancing school there

d

was uncovered Los Angeles became a focal point in the investi-
gation. The significance of Los Angeles became apparent
April 11, with the knowledge of four facts.

One, when on April 11, 1968, the Bureau located Galt's
abandoned Mustang in Atlanta a search of it indicated that



Galt had had it serviced twice in the los Angeles area
(iQ 44-38861-989).

Two, also incident to the search of the Mustang a
fragment of cardboard torn fram a Kleenex box was found.
On it were the names and los Angeles addresses of Anita '

- Katzwinkel and Ginger Nance (HQ 44-38861-989).

Three, laundry markings fram the recovered underwear
were tracked to Home Service lLaundry and Dry Cleaning,
Hollywood, California (HQ 44-38861-885). The following
day agents learned that the name Eric Starvo Galt appeared
in the laundry’s records.

Lastly, a pair of pliers recovered from the blue
zipper bag were traced to the Roupage Hardware Store which
is within five blocks of Home Service Lamdry and Dry
Cleaning (HQ 44-38861-1174).

Since it was knoun that while in Bimmingham Galt
pursued an interest in dancing, all dance schools in the
1os Angeles area were checked. Galt's name appeared in
the records of the National Dance Studio, los Angeles.
(44-38861-1293).

Eventually, the dance studio contact proved to be
most important because it was through an interview with the
dance studio ouner that a photograph of Eric Starvo Galt was
finally obtained. The owner keyed the agents to an interest



Galt had expressed in attending a bartending school
(HQ 44-38861-1066). Checking the area, the International
School of Bartending was located and it provided Galt's
graduation photograph. For the first time, agents were
able to see and distribute a photo of their subject. To be
Sure of maximm dissemination, the photo was circulated arong
the news media (HQ 44-38861-967).

While in Los Angeles Galt first lived at the Serrao
Apartments and later at the St. Francis Hotel. Persons
contacted at these locations called him a ""loner' and

described him as a person who kept to himself. A departure
from this characterization, however, was reported by Charles
Stein who, at no expense to himself, rodewith Galt in the
Mistang from Los Angeles to New Orleans and retwzm.

Stein explained that he and his sister Rita Stein met
Galt thmu@ﬂxeirowsi;il'h:ie!*hrtinmwaswrkjngasa
bar maid at the Sultan Bar located in the St. Francis Hotel.
Galt had mentioned to Martin that he was plarming to drive

to New Orleans and she asked if he would be willing to giwe

her cousin a ride there in order to pick up her children.
He agreed, but it was Charles and not Rita who went along

with Galt (HQ 44-~38861-1117).
Notwithstanding the information Stein provided, the

investigation moved no closer to locating Galt. New Orleans



was scoured for clues and although Galt's hotel and rocm
were located the effort was fruitless (HQ 44-38861-1197) .
Stein also stated Galt made several telephone calls fram
pay telephones along the way but an exhaustive search of
cm:;ltless telephone records, mumbers and subscribers
produced nothing (e.g. HQ 44-38861-3857). Lastly, Stein
explained that Galt conditioned the ride to New Orleans
on Charles Stein, Rita Stein and Marie Martin joining
George Wallace's American Independent Party. Each joined
but again the ensuing irvestigation of this lead learned
nothing (HQ 44-38861-1003).

(5) Atlanta. On April 11, 1968, a citizen call came
through to the Atlanta Police Department reporting the missing
vhite Mustang. According to this caller and another person,
both interviewed by the FBI, the abandoned Mustang was parked
shortly before 9:00 a.m. April S, 1968, by a lone man matching
Galt's description. The discovery of Galt's Mustang immediately
caused agents to seek out any additional contacts bj Galt in
Atlanta (HQ 44-38861-989).

Because Galt was believed to use low cost rooming houses
all such establishments were contacted for any sign of him.
Success was found at Jimmie Dalton Gardner's Rooming House
vhere Galt registered March 24, 1968. Although Galt was
nowhere to be found, he had left evidence behind. Found -
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in his room were a booklet, "Your Opportunities in Lock-
smithing” and a collection of maps. One of these maps
was of the eity of Atlanta with the residence of Martin
Luther King, Jr., and the headquarters of SCIC circled
(HQ 44-38861-967).

Other evidence of Galt's presence in Atlanta was
received fram the Piedmont Lamdry where records showed
he picked wp laundry April 5, 1968 (IR 44-38861-3627).

(6) Galt Identified as James Earl Ray. Knowing that
Galt returned to Atlanta after the assassination all con-

ceivable modes of transportation in, around and out of
Atlanta were checked (HQ 44-38861-907). !-‘.:';.‘-.-;‘.’.-;r, Galt's
ail was cold; there was no evidence as to where he fled
fran Atlanta.

The Bureau became worried because with each passing
hour Galt's chances of avoiding capture became better and
better. Therefore, the investigative emphasis shifted from
following Galt's trail to identifying Galt. In an effort
to accooplish this the Bureau initiated a camparative search

of three identical latent fingerprints believed to be Galt's

fq

the binoculars; and a third from the map of Atlanta found
in Galt’s room) againsﬁ fingerprints of white male fugitives.
To be sure, the limitation to fugitives was purely speculative.



However, the speculation pald off when on April 19, 1968,
Jares Earl Ray's fingerprint card coopared identically
(R 44~38861-1575). '

With the discovery that Exic Starvo Galt was James

Ear]l Ray, the investigation was redirected to a search
of Ray's vheresbouts since the time of his April 23, 1967,

2=d== ==

escape from Missouri State Prison. Through the months of
April and May the Ray-Galt steps were traced. Eventually,
the Bureau was able to accomt for Ray's whereabouts almost
contimiously since his escape. Nevertheless, his trail
remained cold beyond Atlanta on April 5, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-
3509; and see Chronology infra).

In cormection with their search, Ray's. fanily was
identified, located, physically surveilled and periodically
interviewed for information (E.G., HQ 44-38861-3987). Also,
prison immates and essoclates were queried (e.g. HQ 44-38861-

- s B K ke |

2) as well as his military record perused (HQ 44-38861-1616).

<)

5
But, no clues developed. Ray's family said they knew nothing;

thev had not heard from nor been in contact with James and did

“”J L B, T
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rot know of his whereabouts (Chicago 44-1114-27). Prison

frmates and associates told tales of banties offered for

the death of Dr. King but exhaustive investigations could not

substantiate their c_].aims (e.g., HQ 44~38861-3767).
Frustrated, the Director prepared a memorancum for the
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Attorney General dated May 13, 1968 in which he explains
that extensive investigation has not resulted in any new
developments beyond Atlanta, April 5. Therefore, the
Director requested authorization for telephone and micro-
phone surveillance on Ray family members. The request;
however, was never acted upon (HQ 44-38861-3509).

(7) Passport Search., From an interview with a former

cellmate of Ray's at Missouri State Prison it was learned
that Ray appreciated the ease with whick a persar living
in Canada could obtain a false passport (HQ 44-38861-3889) ..
Though it is not clear that the cellmate's camments pre-
cipitated a search of E:anadian passports issuved since Ray's
April 23, 1967 escape, it is known that on the request of
the FBI Legat in Canada such a search was conducted by the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. A passport search was also
conducted in Mexico and the United States (HQ 44-38861-4445).
Though the search went through a staggering number
of applications and was based on the comparison 6f Ray's
photograph to those submitted with the application, it proved
to be the necessary break in picking up Ray's trail. At
9:30 p.m. June 1, 1968, The Legal attache, Ottawa,
Canada, called the Bureau to advise that after reviewing
same 175,000 applications the RCMP located a passport issued
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April 24, 1968 under the name Ramon George Sneyd which
contained a photograph very definitely similar to Ray
(HQ H4-38861-4190).

Tha iansnaet sene F3Tad e tha Vo

Agency in Toronto, Canada. Incident to their investi-
gation, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police contacted the

ey iraves

travel agency and cbtained a hand printed note from Sneyd
concerning his application. The note together with the
passport photo and a latent palm print were forwarded to
the Bureau for laboratory examination which concluded that
Ray and Sneyd were the same person (HQ 44-38861-4262, 4263).
(8) Ray Apprehended. The Kermedy Travel Agency also
provided information that Sneyd purchased a round trip air
ticket from Toronto to london departing May 6 and returning
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turned in the return portion of the fare and received a
May 7, 1968 ticket to Lisbon, Portugal plus a $14.60 voucher
(HQ 44-38361-4319).

Imnigration authorities in Lisbon were immediately
contacted. It was learned that Ray had entered Lisbon
May 7 but had exited for London May 17, 1963 (HQ 44-38861-
4725). _

Stops were issued by New Scotland Yard for Smeyd. At
11:15 a.m., June 8, '1968. Ray was apprehended by officers of
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immigration offices in the London Airport. At the time

he was plamning a Flight to Brussels, Belglum (HQ 44-38861-

4616) .

Z. Alleged Conspiracies

Literally scores of alleged conspiracies were
cammnicated to the Bureau. From the date of the assas-
sination in April, 1968, even wp to this date, the FBI
has been approached by mmerous persons with stories
which purport to identify a conspiracy to kill King.

™
These stories involved the widest range of pexpetrators

and participants as well as motives. To the extent

that these leads were pursued, the Bureau was put in

the rather difficult position of conducting an investi-
gation which ranged far beyond the concrete evidence

that had already been cbtained. When the leads were

in fact bogus ones, the FBI was attenpting to prove a
negative in each reperted case. With a controversial
figure, such as Dr. King, the possibilities of conspiracy
were mamerous. Consequently, the Bureau's credibility
would necessarily be strained, given its past relation-
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disproved. Yet the Bureau attempted to cover e lead.
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As previously stated, each SAC was held personally
£

Based on our review of the files, the task force

is satisfied that the FBI did a credible and thorough

Jjob in attempting to identify any possible conspiracy
or persons who could have been involved in the mirder.

In each of the allegations received, the Bureau immediately
interviewed the person who was the source of the allegatiom
where this was possible (i.e. where the source was not
anoymous) . In situations where the complaint was not an
obvious hoax the Bureau then attempted immediately to
identify the alleged participants and interview them.
Where there was not a satisfactory explanation to dispel
the allegation concerning such matters as whereabouts or
associations, the Burean then would check firther. This
does not mean that every allegation was pursued to the
ultimate degree. Judgment based on experience dictated
many of the decisions.

These judgments were also teampered by a critical
factor. Within fifteen days after the mmder, the FBI
was convinced that Galt and Ray were the same persom,
that this individual purchased the rifle, rented the
rocm across from the lorraine Motel, and fired the shot
that Id1led Dr. King. While there were many other pecple



who were antagenistic toward Dr. King and many who

had apparently discussed killing him, amy successful
conspiracy would have to have involved Ray based on the
evidence at hand. In all the years following the assas-
sination, the investigation has failed to reveal any
camection between any alleged conspirator(s) and James
Earl Ray including those alleged by Ray himself. Indeed,
the overvhelming evidence indicates that Ray was almost
totally alone during the year after his escape fram the
Missouri State Prisom.

We have not addres?ed here the Bureau's handling of
particular conspiracy leads because of the large mumber of
allegations involved. Bureau files can be checked for each
reported lead and the resulting investigatim on that lead

traced to its conclusion.



C. The Story of James Earl Ray

1. Chronology of Ray's Activities On and |
After April 23, 1967

On Sunday, the 23rd of April 1967, after he had
April 23, 19

served seven years of a twenty year sentence for armed

robbery in the Missouri State Penitentiary at Jefferson

City, James Earl Ray escaped. When a truck appeared at

the prison bakery where Ray worked, a bread box was

caxrried onto the truck to be delivered to a nearby prison

farm. Ray had concealed himself inside the bread box,

mdlaterfledfrantheprisontnmkatastoppriortoits

reaching the Renz prison farm. (3503; Hude, pp.24-27.) ol
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Ray allegedly headed first toward Kansas City
(Huie, p.27). On the third day he burglarized a

trailer sitting by the Missouri River taking a blanket
and food (Huie, p.27). For the next three nights he made

April 24-28

his way along the railroad in the direction of Kansas City

*/ Ray has prov.i.ded varying accounts of his escape from
Pprison and of his subsequent activities prior to apprehension.
The task force's rost credible view of his statements has

been used here. These admissions of Ray are found in He Slew
the Dreamer, Huie, William Bradford, Delacorte Press, New York,
1968 (heremafter. Huie) All other citations herein are for
serials in the Bureau's MURKIN file, ‘HQ 44-38861. The task
force has obtained xerox copies of Ray's correspondence with
Mr. Huie which reflect the admissions cited by Huie.




to a city large enough so he would rot be noticed and
took & train to St. louis. He then took a taxicab to .
East St. Louls, called a friend who drove him to Edwards-
ville whence he caught a bus for Chicago (Huie, p.28).

On May 3rd, Ray secured work for the next eight

weeks as a dishwasher and cook's helper at the Indian Yoy 3
Trail Restaurant in Wimmetka, Illinois, and resided at
2731 Morth Sheffield in Chicago under the name John L.
Rayns. He purchased'a 1959 CQrysler a:utcmobilg from Jume 3
a private owner on June 5th for $200 (5448). (n
June 9th, he failed a driver's test, but passed the Jone 3
: - June 12
test on June 12th (5394). Ray moved fram his
‘Sheffield address to 1648 Lunt Street on June 17th
where he paid one week's rent (5118). Ray was issued Fime 17
a driver's permit in the name of Joln L. Rayns for the
State of Illinois on June 21st (5394). During the week June 21
of June 19th Ray left his job, and requested that his
final paycheck be forwarded to the Lumt Street address,
which it was (5118).
Thereafter, on July 14, Ray purchased a 1962
July 14

Plymouth autamobile from a commercial dealer in East
St. Louis, Illinois, and transferred the licensed
plates from the Chrysler to the Plymouth (5413; Huile,

" p.39). Leaving East St. Louis on July 15, Ray proceeded



to Montreal, Canada, via Indianapolis, Detroit and July 15
Windsor (Hule, p.40). His prime objective was
allegedly to secure a Canadian passport (idem p.4l).
As John L. Rayns, he registered for an overnight
stay at the Bourgard Motel in Dorion, just west 6f
Montreal (idem, p.43; 5437x).
Next, Ray first used the alias Eric S. Galr July 19
when he signed a six month lease for an apartment
in the Harkay Apartments, 2589 Notre Dame East, in
Montreal (2192; Huie, p.43). Ray then allegedly
held up a food store stealing §1700 (Huie, p.47).
The following day he spent-$300 for new clothes at the
Tip Top Tailors, 488 St. Catherine West, had his hair
cut and a manicure at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel (Huie,
p.48). He also ordered on July 2lst a $75 tailor-made
suit at the English and Scotch Woolen Company (4692).
(A month and & half later, by a letter fram Birmingham
dated September 6, 1967, this tailoring company was
instructed by Ray to send the finished garment to him
at his then Bimingham address.) Three days later Ray July 24
ordered three sex books fram Futura Books, Inc., in
Inglewood, California, (2192), and on July 28th, he July 28
errolled in a correspondence course at the locksmithing
Institute, Little Falls.' New Jersey (2068). Both matters
were paid by Canadian money orders.
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Ray vacationed, begimming July 30th, at the July 30;
t
Gray Rocks Inn on Lake Ouirmet in the Laurentian hgus

Pountains seeking, according to Ray, contact with

a respectabl‘e woman to vouch for him on a passport

application. He was "picked up” by a female Canadian

Govertment employee and her girlfriend and spent the

next few days with them before leaving on August 7th;

The two women followed, stayed overnight with Ray in August 7
Montreal on August 7th, and then retwurmed to their

residences in Ottawa (Hule, pp.51-53; 5402). On

August 9th, he purchased by money order a formila for  August 9
making glass for a two-way mirror (2192). Then, on August 19
August 19th, Ray visited the goverrment employée in

Ottawa, but did not importune her to assist him on his

passport application (Hule, p.54).

During the approximately two and one-half “Raoul"’
contact
months of Ray's stay in Canada he relates meeting an dates July 18-
Asg. 8 & through

underworld character named '"Racul'. After negotiations, Aug. 18
Ray stated to author Huie, that he engaged in smggling

operations with "Raoul"” and then proceeded to Birmingham

to meet '"Raoul' at the latter's direction. Mearwhile, Aug. 18-20
he stayed at the Towm and Country Motel, Ottava, fram

August 18th to August 20th (5562) . Whatever may be



the truth of the story, Ray left Montreal, met his
brother at Morthbrooke, Illinois, gave his Plymouth
ear to his brother Jerry Ryan, (5413), proceeded
from Ncﬁrdmbrooke or Chicago to Birmingl‘na:n, stayed
August 26th at the Granada Hotel, 2230 Fourth
Averue as John L. Rayns (5400; Huie, p.6l), and that
same day also took a room in the name Eric S. Galt
at the Econcmy Rooms, 2608 Highland Averue (2324).
Two days later Ray, as Galt, giving the Highland
Averue address, rented safety deposit box No. 3517
at the Main Office, Birmingham Trust National Bank

(2323; Hule, p.62). The access record
box shows entries at 2:32p.m. on August 28; fram
1:52p.m. to 1:56p.m. on September 5; from 11:05
to 11:08a.m. on September 21; and from 10:16a.m.
to 10:1%9a.m. on September 28 (2323).

The purchase of a white 1966 Ford Mustang was
accomplished at the end of August by answering a
newspaper ad on the 29th of August and paying $1995 in

cash to William D. Paisley on the 30th (628). All

this ot
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himself admitted to author William Bradford Huie
(Huie, pp.61-63; Ray's self-serving attribution of
"Racul' as the one who directed him to buy the car
and who supplied the cash is uncorroborated).
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Ray as Eric Starvo Galt, applied for and was
issued Alabama driver's license No.2848947 (4143).
The signature matches the other handwritings of the
same name (4143). At some point during his stay in
Birmingham, Ray purchased a .38 revolver which was
found on his person on his arrest in Heathrow Aixport,
london, England (1422).

On September 12th, Ray enrollied for 5 weekly
dance classes at the Continental Dence Club Studios
(2324). The Modem FPhotographic Book Publishing
Co. Inc., of New York City received a coupon order
from Eric S. Galt for a photo book (633) and a letter
by Ray as Galt written Septesber 26, asking that the

book not be sent as he was moving and would give the

[ 0 8 e [ —f1 Sy > —_—y Tt W= peYE BT

changed address later (4143). The handwriting was
identical with Ray's (4143).

Ray purchased a bank draft from the Exchange
Security Bank, 5 points' South Branch, Birmingham
payable to the Superior Bulk Film Co. of Chicago and
this accampanied an order on that company for a Kodak
Super 8 movie camera, a projector, a' splicer and a 20
foot remte control cable; price $337.24 (1135). Then

S |
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a note to the film company seven 4ays

September &

September 12

Septezber 26

September 28



wrong one; he stated he was leaving for Mexico on
October 7, and would send a new address to which
the correct movie camera could be forwarded (4143).
O September 30th, Ray paid only for his room (2118).

Ray, as Galt, was issued Alabama license tags October 6
No.1-38993 for 1968. He left Birmingham for Mexico
on October 6 (Huie, p.66). On the 8th of October, October 8_‘
Ray purchased a 30 day Mexican auto insurance policy October 10
(1904). He reached Acapulco on October 10th, proceeded October 15

%) Uuac’xala Ta On UCTOoDer i.,th &ng LEIE CDEI.'E o ¢

the 18th for Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico, October 18
arriving in Puerto Vallarta on the 19th (5496). He

TR T October 19
registered in Room 212 of the Hotel Rio at Morelos 86

on this date; his "Gelt" signature and writings match  October 22
his other Galt writings (4143). Galt typed a letter

to the film company to ask for a refund to the Puerto

Vallarta address in lieu of the Kodak movie camera

which had been mailed mearwhile to his vacated

Birminghsm address (4143). Again the written signature

on this note matched the string of "Galt" signatures.

4143). For some reason (Huie says Ray said he wanted November ©-i5

-~
-



a weck in a more exvensive room in a hotel on the
beach.) (Huie, p.8l), Ray switched hotels, going
from the Rio to the Hotel Tropicana (1219). He
spent most qf his time in the period fram October
19 to November 13, 1967, with a girlfriend, Irma
Morales, whose true name is Manuela Aguirre Medrano

(1219), and possibly another female named Nina
(tuie, p.8).

Ray left Puerto Vallarta and drove to Los
Angeles where he rented an apartment at 1535 North
Serrano Avenue on the 19th of November. (668; Huie,
p.85). He then wrote a typed letter to the Superior
Bulk Film Company, Chicago, to forward to his new
address the refund due him for the undelivered Kodak

movie camera; the signature on this letter matches

*=ha ~Arhos "Galt" i omatiwrao flﬂ[.'l).
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In this second week of his stay in los Angeles,
Ray began a series of six visits to a clinical
psychologist, Dr. Mark 0. Freeman, in hopes of
overcoming his shyness, gaining social confidence,

learning self-hypnosis to gain relaxation, sleep and
remember things better.
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Apparently, in a further self-improvement step,
Ray enrolled in a course of dancing instructions with
the owner of the National Demce Studin, 2026 Pacifie
Averue, long Beach, Califormia (4143). On December
13th, Ray wrote his Birmingham bank to close his
safety deposit box (2323). He paid $100 on the
dancing lesson contract on the l4th of December, left

5662, Hollywood Blvd., los Angeles, on the following
day-ticket No.31053 end laundry mark ""20R-3" made

by a Thermo Seal marking machine (4143); and also

on December 15th Ray, as Ge;lt still, began a round
trip drive with Charles J. Stein, 5666 Franklin
Avenue, los Angeles, to New Orleans in ﬁay's white
Mustang to pick up Stein's sister's two small children
(4143). Stein and Ray arrived in New Orleans on the
at the Provincial Hotel ’

1024 Chartes Street, Room 126 (5399). The "Galt"

registration card signature matched the string of
such signatures in Ray's odyssey and he firther
recorded that he was driving a Mustang with Alabama
license No.1-38993 and gave his address as 2608

Highland Avenue, Birmingham (4143).
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Ray checked out before the 1:00p.m. checkout
time on the 19th and, with the two children and

arriving by the 21lst of December when he took the
first of the series of dancing lessons he had
signed up for. The next day he picked up his
landry. Four more dancing lessons are recorded
next (4143).

On December 28, 1967, Ray first indicated
his interest in immigrating to Africa, and more
particularly to’'a white ruled area, by writing a
letter of inquiry to Mr. Jolm Acord, Chairman,
American-Southern African Council, 800 Fourth St.,
S.W., Washington, D.C.; the signature of Galt
matched up with the other Galt writings. (4143).

Ray said he visited Las Vegas on New Year's
Day. (Huie, p.96). Dance lessons are documented
on the 2nd and 3rd days of 1968 (2325). Galt
bought Bank of America money order No.0799 18037
in the amount of $15 from the Hollywood Westemn

Branch payable to the Locksmithing Institute (2325).

The FBI lab made the usual writing match up on the

signature (4143). Mearvhile Ray showed up regularly
for dance lessons (2325). On Jamuary 19th Ray signed

December 19

December 21
December 22

December 25,
26,27&28

1968
Jaary 1,253

January 8

January 9,11,15,
16418



up for a bartending course at the International School
of Bartending 2125 Sunset Boulevard (2325); his
application signature fits his other Galt signatures
(4143). Be left his laundry at the Home Sexvice
Laundry and Dry Cleaning Co. at 5280 Hollywood Boulevard

Py -

with Thermo Seal sticker 02B-6, the marking on the
T-shirt and shorts in the bag abandoned at the front
door of Canipe's Amisement Co. in Merphis, April 4,
1968) .
On Jarmary 21, 1968, Ray changed his lodgings
to Room 403 of the St. Francis Hotel, 5533 Hollywood
Boulevard (2325). On the 22nd and on the 23rd, 25th,
29th, 30th, 31st, February 1, 5, 6, 8 and 12, Ray
regularly attended dance lessons (2325). He attended
bartending school through to March 2, 1968. He bought Jammary 29
two Bank of America money orders on the 29th of January,
one to place an ad in the Free Press soliciting a o
female pen pal and the second to pay for a mail
forwarding service (1500). Each transaction created
a handwriting match as did a Bank of America money order
No.0799 17281 payable to the locksmithing Institute, January 31
Little Falls, New Jersey (2325).



Ray'e 1966 white Mistang with Alahama licence
No.1-38993 registered in Alahama under the alias
Galt was serviced on the 13th at a Chevron Station,
1506 North Normandic Averme, Los Angeles with mileage
at 34,185. Another undated servicing some 200 miles
later oca.:fred at Cort Fex Ford Co., 4531 Hollywood
Boulevard in Los Angeles (2325).
Ray attempted to increase his social life by February 17
writing and sending his photbgraph to a wonan listed

Trananl Gelmoaw' cdad Al
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$1.00; Ray in fact wrote 5 such letters (4143). The

Galt signature was added to the FBI's matchups and February 26
Ray's photograph secured. For reading material,

Ray ordered books from Futura Books paying by money

order No.0799 19430 on the 26th. (1500). The

signature matchup was made (4143). On this same day

Ray made a money order payment No.0799 19701 to the

Locksmithing Institute (2325). He sent another,

nr e PR L. g7 UN, ' A\
704, for the "Locksmith's ladger” with

matching signature (2325); he sent two momey orders,
Nos.0799 19702 and 0799 19703, end a letter order to
Tiffany Enterprises, 8512 Whitworth Drive in Ios Angeles,
a mail order house, for one pair of Japanese handcuffs
(1500) , with signatures matchable on two of the three |
documents (4143).



At intervals in his stay in Los Argeles, Ray
had plastic surgery done to change his appearance
(author Huie puts this treatment as on March 3, 7 and
11, 1968, Huie, pp.107-8); he visited a psychologist-
hypnotist, Reverend Von Koss on January 4, 1968
(Huie, p.102), and allegedly same seven other
psychiatrists, hypnotists or scientologists.
According to author Huie, he frequented a bar known
as the Rabbit's Foot Club and on one night became
inmvolved in a racial argurent followed by a.nugging in
which he had his wallet stolen and lost his suit jacket,
car keys and driver's license (Huie, p.96-98). According
to author Huie citing Ray as his sourcé, Ray telephoned
Alabama and had a duplicate license issued; this was
forwarded fram his fommer Birmingham address to California
and received there about March 10, 1968 (Huie, p.98).

*Galt" was graduated fram the bartending school March 2
on the 2nd of March. His picture was taken with the
school operator and Ray closed his eyes to make recogni-
tion more difficult (4143; Huie, p.104).

A postal money order No.l,916,211,078 was sent March 8
to the lLocksmithing Institute as a periodic payment on
the correspandence course Ray was taking (1428). The
signature matchup was made. (4143.)
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Ray listed a change of address on March 1

eel ol tha 6 Eeamades nn a? derlomn hia Famwwereddomen
Whidi Wik Jee FoaQlividd IMWLEL, 61.\!4-“5 u.l.ﬂ‘ /i WL Wikl i,

address as General Delivery, Main Post Office
Atianta, Georgla (4143). Presumbly bhe left

los Angeles in his white Mustang on this date,
proceeding to New Orleans where he left a box

of clothing for Marie Martin's little daughter,
Marian de Grassee, at Charles Stein's cousin
Theresa Stone's residence, 4019 Royal Street (4143;
Huie, p. 108).

L. RAY___ ALY = A .t .

FLU INEW UILEEIIS, My urove to DEJJIE. ALa DAl
(5502), (where Ray began to stalk Dr. King according
to Huie's statement of Ray's admission on this) and,

after an overnight stay there, he went on to Mntgomery, March 24

to Bimmingham and finally to Atlanta, Georgia (Hule, p.
112).

In Atlanta, Ray rented rocm No.2 in & rooming March 24

house at 113-14th Street, N.E. from the operator,
Jinty Delton Garner (1033). He stayed there until
March 28 on which day, while still in Atlanta, he
purchased U.S. Postal money order No.5,615,057,923 pay-
able to the Locksmithing Institute (1428). The Galt

signature was a matchup (4143).

March 28



On the 29th Ray appeared at the Aeromarine Supply
Coupany, 5701 Airport Highway in Birmingham, Alsbams,
and using the alias Harvey Lowmyer purchased a Remington
.243 caliber rifle,itxkﬂ.?OO‘uith a 2x-7x Redfield
telescopic sight mounted on it (432). Almost certainly
because the breech of the .243 caliber weapon was caked
| with a hardened preservative (cosmline) and could not
be loaded, Ray returned it the following day (not having
fired it). BHe explained that his "brother' didn't like
it, and exchanged the .243 rifle for a Model 760, 30-06
caliber Remington. The scope was transferred to the

onaom oy o o e e s I, Jiy——
latter rifle. Throughout these transactions the package

for either rifle was a Browning shotgun carton which was

large enough to hold the scope-equipped Remingtons (432).

The Atlanta rocming house operator, Jimmy Delton

Garner stated he had Ray print his name (Eric S. Galt) on

an old envelope at Garmer's request so that Garner could
transfer the name properly to his official records; the
handprinting is a matchup with other Galt-Ray printing
samples (1033).
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Using the neme Ixic Galt, Ray left his launcry April 1
end dry cleaning at the Pledmont Lawmdry pickup
station, 1168 Peachtree, N.W. in Atlanta (4143). Two April 3
days'hta, as Eric S. Galt, Ray on April 3 registered

into Room 34 at the Rebel Motor Hotel, 3456 Lamar
Averue, Memphis, Termessee (éhe distance between Atlanta
and Mermphis by the most convenient route is 398 miles);

he gave 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham as his address

-and he noted on the registration card that he was driving

a Mustang with Alabama license No. 1-38993 (4143). His

signature was a match to the other identified Galt signa-

tures (4143). On this same day, Ray purchased a safety  April 3
Tazor and shaving supplies attheRa:allDru-gStorein

the Whitehaven suburb of Memphis (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A-
Sec. 1; Hule, p.129).

Ray left the Rebel Motel before the 1lp.m. . April &4
checkout time on April 4th (4143). At some point © 3-3:30p.m.

between 3p.m. and 3:30p.m. on the 4th, a man

generally answering Ray's description rented Room 5-B

at 422 1/2 South Main Street, Memphis, in the name of

John Willard (idem. 33). Ray admits to having been in

the room with '"Raoul” whom he first said rented the

room using the "Willard" alias he, Ray, supplied (Hute,

p.115). In another letter to Hule, Ray states he himself 4:00p.m.



rented the room using the alias John Willard (Hule, p.
30). Ray went out to the York Amms Company Store then
located at 162 South Main Streef and purchased a pair
of Bushnell binoculars for a total of $41.55 (4143);
Ray was identified by the salesman at York Arms and
Ray admits to having been to the sports store and to
having made the purchase of the binoculars (thile, p.
115). By S5p.m. at the latest, Ray had returned to

the rooming house, parked his Mistang and had taken
his zippér bag and bedspread to Room 5-B (Huie, p.115);
by necessary inference, becanse it was admittedly
brought down from there and dropped on the sidewalk,
the 30-06 rifle had been taken up to Foom 5-B at this
time or just before Ray's trip to the York Arms Co.
Store (See Huie, p.114 and p.131; 4143).

As detailed in the discussion of the course of
the FBI investigation ante at pp. 48-50, the assassin fled
from the common bathroom at the rear of the rocming
house after firing the shot that killed Dr. King. The
assassin could have cleared and undoubtedly did clear
the corridor and the stairs to the street in about 45
seconds. In another 15 seconds at the outside he could
have reached and undoubtedly did reach Ray's white
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Mustang after dropping Ray's bag, the rifle Ray bought
and bearing only his fingerprints and the bedspread which
Ray admits taking up to Room 5-B (Staff reenactment;

Huie, p.115). According to a post-conviction statement by
Ray tc then Special Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field
Office, Robert Jensen, rocmer Charles Stephens had a

good look at Ray in the rooming house (5622; Interview of
Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App. B).

On the stxeet Guy Warren Canipe, Jr., in his place
of business, Canipe Amusenmt Co., at 424 Socuth Main Street
heard a thud near the front door of his store, looked wp
to see a vhite male walk rapidly past his Vsto.re going
south (right to left to someone inside the store) and,
with the two customers in his store, went to the front
door where they observed a small white car, a Mustang 6:04p.m.
according to the two customers, pull awry going north
(left to right) from a cxrb side parking place just south
of Canipe's store (Memphis 44-1937 Sub A-Sec.l; cf.

Huie, p.131).

According to Ray's admission to author Hule, Ray AI{?& 4,
drove south into Mississippi and then turmed east through
Birmingham reaching Atlanta about 6a.m. on April 5th Agr%% 5,
- (Huie, p.132). He abandoned the white Mustang. On the
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table in the et at the Atlats rooming ouse, he lel:

a letter about South Africa from the Jokm Birch Society

in California and a copy of the Free Press fram los
Angeles to divert the FBI's attention to California

vhile he fled to Canada (Huie, p.133). Ray picked uwp .

his laundry at the Piedmont Laundry pick-up station at

1168 Peachtree N.E. in Atlanta on the Sth of April (4697).
He then took a bus departing Atlanta just after noon on

the 5th and arrived in Cincimati at about 1:30a.m. on
the 6th of April. After a one hour layover which he
stated he spent in a tavern near the bus depot, Ray
contirued by bus to Detroit where he arrived at about
8a.m. (Huie, p.135). He crossed by taxi into Canada
arriving in Windsor an hour or so before noon and
proceeded from there to Toronto by train arriving at
about 5:00p.m. (Huie, p.135). He rented a room at
102 Ossington Averme without giving his name (5502;
Huie, p.135).

On the 8th of April Ray began the process of
securing a Canadian passport. He picked two names,
Paul Edward Bridgman and Ramon George Sneyd, fram the
armouncements of births in newspapers for the year
1932 at the public library (Huie, p.l37). He made an

i1 5,
Allj;ea
between
9:00a.m. &
10:00a.m.

April 6,
1968
1:30a.m.
2:30a.m.

between 1(
and lla.n

approx.
5p.m.

approx.
6p.m.

April 8,
1968

April 10,
1968



application for a duplicats birch cerzificaze im eac" of

these names on April 10 and on the following day had - April 11,
a passport picture taken in the name of Bridgman and 18
then to provide a separate mailing address for the

expected replies as to Sneyd, he rented a room at . April 16,
962 Dmdas Street in the name of Sneyd on April 16th 1968
(5502; Huie, p.141). On the same day he executed an

application in the name Paul Bridgman with his, Ray's

102 Ossington Averue address as the person to be

rotified in case of emergency (Hule, p.143). The

Kermedy Travel Agency of Toronta handled the procéssi.ng

of the application for Ray (5502). On the 19th Ray April 19,

1968
moved to the Dimdas Street address (5502).

The fingerprints of "Eric S. Galt' were foond to  April 19,
be a match with those of James Earl Ray after a search 1968
of the print file on Fugitive Felms.
According to author Huie he gleaned from Ray that
Ray visited four bars on the 2lst in order to watch the
IV show ""The FBI" (Huie, p.147). He found the show tuned
in at the fourth place he tried and learned that he had
made the Ten Most Wanted List with an International ''look-
out''as to Ray (Huie, p.147). He checked out of the -

Ossington Averme room on the 19th (Huie, p.147).



On April 24 the Canadian passpers in the name of
Ramon George Sneya was issued to Ray (Huie, p.148). Ray
purchased a round trip ticket to London and departed
on May 6, 1968 (Huie, p.149). From London Ray took a
plane to Lisbon where he spert 10 days looki.ng for a
passage to Angola (Hule, p.150). When he was unable
to do so he returned to London after first getting his
passport replaced at the Canadian Bmbassy in Lisbon to
correct the spelling of the name Sneyd (instead of Sneya)
(5502; Hule, p.150).

Ray returned to London‘and spent his time trying
to £ind a way to join a mercenary force (Hule, p.150).
To this end he bought & plane ticket to Brussels and was

in the process of meeting his plane at the Heathrow Airport
when he was apprehended on June 8, 1968, by detectives from
New Scotland Yard (4346,4368; Ruie, p.150-151). The arrest

was made on the basis of use of a fradulent passport and
carrying a concealed weapon, i.e., the loaded .38 caliber
Japanese-make revolver found on his person at Heathrow
(4346,4368; Huie, p.151).|
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reports and Ray's letters to author William Bradford Huie.

It was hoped by the task force that we would have an
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opperoxity © go over the faccs with James Rarl Rav
himself. Accordingly, after the United States Suprm
Court denied his petition for a writ of certiorari, on
December 13, 1976, a verbal request was made to Ray's

Attorney, James H. lesar, for an opportm ey ¢

intarrioas
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Ray. lesar stated that he was writing Ray a letter that
day and would advise him of our desire to interview him
and leave the matter up to him (Interview of James H.
lesar, December 14, 1976, App. B). Also, the task force
sent Ray a letter on December 15, 1976, via his attorney
reqt;ésting an interview (See letter to James Earl Ray,
December 15, 1976, App. A, Ex.14). While no answer to -
our letter was received, Ray sent the task force a copy of
a letter addressed to his attormey. Ray attached a copy
of a camplaint he recently filed in a civil action and
stated in the letter to his attorney that: "I agree with
your advice opposing the interview. It would appear that
this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their
book writing collaborators, e.g., Gerold Frank, George
McMillian, et al." (See letter to James H. lesar, December 20,
1976, App. A, Ex.15).

Absent a statement to us fram Ray, four existing Ray

explanations were compared and are here briefly noted.

q!



First, nc one, other than Yis arcorneys talked with
Ray before the plea bargaining resulted in his conviction
of the First Degree mmder of Martin Luther King, Jr., and
sentencing in open court on March 10, 1969, before Judge
W. Preston Battle, Criminal Court of Shelby County,
Temessee (See Transcript App. A, Ex.16). At that time,
on voir dire, Judge Battle asked Ray: "Are you pleading
guilty to Murder in the First Degree in this case because
you killed Dr. Martin Iuther King under such circumstances
that would make you legally guilty of Mmder in the First
Degree under the law as explained to you by your lawyers?'

Ray answered: "Yes‘."

Ray then acknowledged that he was pleading guilty
freely, voluntarily and mderstandingiﬂr. He and his
attormey, Percy Foreman, initialed the copy of these
questions and answers. -i!ay also signed a detailed
stipulation confessing that he fired the fatal shot (5506).

The task force observes that the only way one can
be "legally gullty" of first degree murder is when one
accamplishes, or aids or assists in the accomplishment, of
the wrongful killing of a twman being with premeditation
and malice aforethought. Thus, Ray has judicially confessed
that he intended to and did kill Dr, King. '

Py
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Second, Ray reiated in wriring ra aurhor Huie a
story of his odyssey from Missouri State Prison tb-l'huphis
which acknowledged that he bought the mmrder weapon, made
his way to Meophis, rented the room there at 422 South
Main on April &4, 1968, using the alias "John Willard,"
waited in the white Mustang, and drove '"Racul'' away fram
the crime scene after the murder wholly unaware of the
killing of Dr. King. In this version "Racul”, or '"Roual",
is the mysteriocus killer whom Ray thought to be an

[ P . ——

international gun-rummer; Ray bought the murder weapon for
"Raoul" thinking it was to be displayed to prospective
Mexican buyers in Roam 5-B of the ''flop house" on South
Main Street (Huie, p.130-131).

Third, in a statement read on a”progran of Station
KOX-TV St. Louis, Missouri, in August of 1959 by his
brother Jerry, James Earl Ray was quoted as alleging that
he was the imnocent victim, "the fall guy" of a scheme by
the FBI (Memphis 44-1987 Sub M-665). This description of
the crime contains mo reference to Raoul.

Fourth, the most recent story available to the
task force is reported as the result of & four hour interview
by Wayne Chastain, Jr., for the Pacific News Service,
October 20, 1974. It is to the effect that Ray was "'set wp
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as a patsy”’ for "Racul." It proceeds along the same lines
as the tale told by Ray to author Huie that there wms to
be a meeting at therodningl'mse at 6p.m. with an
international gun rumer. Ray was instructed by Raoul to
have the white Mistang at the cxb for "Raoul's” use that
evening. Ray, however, drove away from the area at about
6:00p.m. to get air in a low tire and found police swarming
all over the place when he tried to retwam at 7:05p.m. He
could mot park, was tizned back by police and learned only
after driving 100 miles into Mississippi that he had been
assoclated with the men who killed Dr. King (The Assassinatioms,

Dallas and Beyond, Edited by Peter Dale Scott, Paul L. Hock
and Russell Stetler, Random House, 1976, pp.315-317).

The task force views the exculpatory content of these
varying and patently self-serving tales to be umbelievable.
The varying details are materially self-refuting. Ray first
adnits full guilt. He then says he waited irmocently at the
curb and took off after the shot with "Racul as a passenger.
He next says he was the catspaw of the FBI. And finally,
he and the Mustang were.nét in the area when the shot was
fired and he never saw "Raoul' after the event.

The eye witnesses to the "'get away’', saw only one
man who resevbled Ray. The man left in a hurry in a white
Mistang as Ray admitted doing in version number two. We
concluded Ray was lying about the existence of a 'Raoul”.
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Ray's stipulated judicial confession cmpctts in
detail with the facts disclosed by the investigation and
the failure of the self-serving stories persuasively
undermines the likelihood of any conspiracy.



2. Motive

James Earl Ray, born 1928, was raised under
difficult circunstances. His parents were pocr, unedu-
cated and generally resided in areas surrounded by
criminal activity. Ray did not achieve a high school
education, nor did he attend any vocational institution¥
After enlisting in the army in 1946, Ray did not meet the
military's standards and was discharged in 1948 for lack
of adaptability. (BQ 44-38861-3333, 3987).

Thus, at the age of twenty-cne, he had a very limited
education, was not trained or skilled at any particular job,
and was a reject of the military establishment. Thereafter,
heproceededtoparticigateinandbe apprehended for a
nurber of criminal actions for which he would be incarcerated
for faurteen of the next eighteen years until his escape from
the Missouri State Penitentiary in April 1967. Ray's cxriminal
activities included rchbery, forgery and burglary (HQ 44-38861-~
4143). Be was not known to have been involved in crimes where

victims or witnesses were physically hammed.

*FBI files disclosed that James Earl Ray has an IQ of 105
(HQ 44-38861-3503).



In March 1968, James Earl Ray was forty years

old and was never known to have had a sericus relation-
ghip with a man or woman during his adult life. Although
he was about to camit a very infamous crime of assassina-
tion, neither his childhood, his military years nor his
adult life of crime and imprisonment signaled such acticn.
His criminal activities were not those of a hired or self-
accarplished premeditated murderer. Why then would James
Earl Ray murder Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.?

An analysis of Ray's prison records and interviews
with his prison irmates reveals some probative facts with
respect to a motive., For example, in 1955 Ray was incar-
cerated in the federal penitentiary at leavermorth, Kansas,
'for forgery of post office money orders. On September 12,
1957, Ray was approved far the honor famm at Leavenworth,
but was never transferred there because he refused to live
in the integrated dormitory at the farm (BQ 44-38861-1678).
Thus, he was supposedly willing to sacrifice this benefit
and its accamanying privileges to avoid association with
black pﬁsmers.

An irmmate with Ray at Missouri State Penitentiary
for approximately three years, stated that Ray hated
Negroes. He further stated that Ray had said that
all the Negro prisoners inside the penitentiary should



be killed. He also responded that on several occasions
Ray had said he would kill Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
if the price were right. In 1966, there was a riot at
the penitentiary. Three blacks were killed. The irmate
would ot state whether Ray had participated in the
killings. He did say that, if Ray had not, he would
definitely know who had killed the prisoners. He also
said that he would not be surprised if he acted without
being paid for the killing. It should be noted that another
prisoner who was a chef at MSP and Ray's boss for six years,
statedmtﬂdsimat;wasagoodfriendofnayandheals:
hated Negroes. (HQ 44-38861-4443).

A second inmate with Ray at the Missouri State
Penitentiary from 1960 until 1965, claimed that he
recalls that Ray was "glad when President Kennedy was killed
and stated "that is one nigger-loving S.0.B that got shot”.
The prisoner also advised that Ray disliked Negroes. During
the time period when King was leading demonstrations and
marches Ray would became aggravated and upset when reading
this information in newspapers to the point that he would

‘curse King and the Negroes. He further stated he had heard

prison rnumors that Ray was supposed to have killed three
black prisoners at the penitentiary. Finally, he related



A AT MR w4 M e 2

=nfinmrs

e

that in 1963 Ray mace the remaric that he was joing o
get Martin Luther King when he got ocut of prison.
(MO 44-38861-2678, 2791).

A third irmate at MSP from 1962 until 1965,
described Ray as a "lone wolf" who never trusted
anfcne. He stated that Ray was a racist and was heard
many times discussing his dislike of Negroes. Another
prisoner became acquainted with Ray in 1965 and said that
Ray camented if he ever got out of jail he was going to
make himself a "hunch of mney," and Ray further said a
"Businessmen's Association" had offered $100,000 for
killing Martin Luther King. This prisoner said that
Ray did not know what the "Businessmen's Association”
was, but he intended to find out. (m 44-38861-4143).

A cellmate with Ray in 1955 at Kansas City who
later served prison t.me with Ray at lLeavernorth, Kansas,
was also incérce.rated with Ray at MSP. He stated that
during the period when President Kennedy was assassinated
the movements of Dr. Martin Luther King became the topic
of conversation at the penitentiary. Many prisoners heard
that businessmen had raised a considerable amount of money,
about one million Gollars, as a bounty en King's head. BHe
further stated that Ray mentioned a dozen times that had he
known about the bounty on John F, Kennedy's head and

. had he been free he would have collected it; and, if he



got out in time and King were stlill alive, he wouwic et
the bounty on King (EQ 44-38861-4143). A prisoner

who was at MSP fram 1958 through 1965 stated Ray did
not like Negroes and was capable of killing Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-4143).

Ray's psychological background is alsoc a very
important avemie of review. As a result of a voluntary
psychiatric examination in 1966, Ray was described as
having a sociopathic personality, antisocial type with
anxiety and depressive features (HQ 44-38361-3505). In
1954, a prison sociclogist stated that R«_ay'.s delincuencies
seem due to impulsive b_ehavior, especially when drinking
(HQ 44-38861-3335). These characteristics and caments
aba:tRaysxpportﬂ-EOpinionofpsycmlogistDr. Mark
Freeman. While Ray was in Los Angeles he was a patient
of Dr. Freeman. Dr. Freeman believes that Ray was potentially
capable of assassinatj:on. was a self-motivated person who
could act alone, and likely fantasized on being sameone
important.

There were two matters involving Ray and blacks
while outside prison which shed same light on whether his
hatred of blacks and need for importance and profit could
have motivated him to murder. While in Mexico in the fall
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of 1267, Ray asscciatad w-';*'.‘-x a Mexican waman, Ima
Morales, in the City of Puerto Vallarta. Morales admitted
spending considerable time with him and recalls an incident
that took place on Sunday, Octcber 29th. She and Ray were
seated at a table in a bar and were drinking when four
blacks and several white persons arrived and were seated
at another table. She stated that Ray kept goading the
blacks for some reason. Thereafter, Ray left his table
to go to his car, and when he returned he asked her to
feel his pocket. Morales did and felt a pistol in his
pocket. Ray stated to Morales that he wanted to kill the
blacks. He then continued to be insulting and when the
blacks left he stated he wanted to go after them. Morales,
however, told him it was time for the police to arrive to
check the establishment and Ray stated he wanted nothing to
do with the police, thereby temminating the incident (HQ 44-
38861-2073).

A second incident took place during Ray's stay in

los !

\ngeles. James E. Morrison, a nder at th bit's
Foot Club there, identified Ray as a frequent custamer.
Morrison said that on ane occasion Ray became engaged in a
political discussion with him regarding Robert Kennedy and
George Wallace. Ray became rather incensed and vehemently

supported Wallace. On another occasion, Ray had had a
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discussion with Pat Goodsell, 2 frequent femele custocer,

concerning blacks and the civil rights movement. Ray became

very imvolved end began dragging Goodsell towards the door -
saying, "1'll drop you off in Watts and we'll see how you

like it there" (HQ 44-38861-3557). Ray then supposedly went
outside and had to fight two persons, one being black (Huie,

PP. 96-98).
Thus, it seems clear that Ray openly displayed a
strong racist attitude towards blacks. While in prisom,

Ray stated he would kill Dr, King if given the opportunity '

and Ray was prepared to threaten or attack black persons
in Puerto Vallarta, Me:&ioo, with a weapon for apparently
a racial reason. These events and ocourrences leading to
the assassination of Dr. King and the assassination itself
certainly do not illustrate a single, conclusive motive.
Yet, Ray's apparent hatred for the civil rights movement,
his possible yearning for recognition, and a desire for a
potential quick profit may have, as a whole, provided
sufficient impetus for him to act.. and to act alone.

3. Sources Of Funds

Shortly after the search for Ray began, it was
recognized that he had traveled extensively following his

escape fram the Missouri Penitentiary. Moreover, in addition



to rormel 1lving experses, Ray had made several sub-
stantial purchases, e.g., cars, photo equipment, dance
lessons (See, List of known expenditires, App. A, Ex. 4).
These expenditures suggested that he had financial assist-
ance and hence possible co-conspirators. Therefore, the
Burean was particularly interested in determining his
sources of income. On April 23, 1968, the Director advised
all field divisions to consider Ray as a suspect in any
unsolved bank robberies, burglaries or armed robberies
ocaxring after April 23, 1967. The results were negative.
On April 29, 1968, the Director in a teletype to
all SAC's ordered that all law enforcement sgencies which
maintained unidentified latent fingerprints be contacted
and requested that fingerprints of Ray be compared in order
to determine his past whereabouts and possibly establish
his source of funds. Again, negative results were cbtained.
The Director, on May 14, 1968, reminded all field divisions
that Ray had spent a considerable amownt of money from April
23, 1967 until April &, 1968, and advised that a source for
these monies had not been determined. The Director ordered
that photographs of Ray be displayed to appropriate witnesses
in unsolved bank robberies and bark burglaries. These efforts
and all others to date, with one exception, have proved
fruitless.
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As a result of one of tuie's Look articles, the
Bureaun did ascertain that Ray had been employed at a
restaurant in Wirmetka, Illinois, for approximately eight :
weeks. As a dishwasher and cock's helper, Ray had received |
checks totaling $664 from May 7, 1967 tirough June 25, 1967
(See, List of known income, App. A, Ex. 5). This is the
only known source of income for Ray following his prison
escape. PReports from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
indicated no known robberies or burglaries which could be
camected with Ray, nor did Mexican authorities notify
the Bureau of amy criminal activity which could be associ~
ated with Ray. The Bureau investigated the possibility

that Ray participated in a bark robbery at Alton, Illinois,
in 1967, but it was established that he was mot a partici-
pant.

Ray related to author Hule that he robbed a food
" gtore in Canada, and that an individual named "Raocul”
firnished him funds on & contimous basis for various i

undertakings. These matters were actively pursued by the
Bureau but have never been corrcborated by them. Nor have
they been corroborated by private inquiries of writers and
joumalists. It is the Bureau's opinion that Ray most likely
comitted on a periodic basis several robberies or burglaries
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background does lend credence to this '.:b.eory:

The task force interviewed Ray's brother, Jerry
Ray (See, Interview of Jerry Ray, Decexber 20, 1976, App.
B). He stated that to his knowledge famlily members did

ot provide James with any fimds. Jerry admitted he met

with his brother two or three times during his employment
at the Wimetka restaurant and advised that he, not James,
paid for their eating and drinking expenses. However,
when Jerry again saw his brother on his retunm fram Canada
in August, 1967, James did have some money because it was
he who paid for their expenses which included a motel rocm.
Jerry added that James also gave him his car comenting
that he would purchase a more expensive car in Alabama.
Jerry stated he was unaware of where his brother had
obtained his money as well as the amount of money he had
at this time.

Accordingly, the sources for Ray's fimds still

remain a mystery today.
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&4, FTamilv Comracts ad Assiszaice

Our review of the files indicated that the FBI
had no hard evidence lirking James Ray to any conspiracy
to kill Dr. King. Absent such evidence, the Bureau
apparently disconted the significance of any contact
between Ray and his famlly. As the Chicago case agent
told us, it is not wwmsual for a fugitive or a person
who has committed a given crime to be in touch with
family members. While such contact may render the actions
of the family member criminally liable, it 1s not generally -
pursved sbsent some evidence of direct participation in the
crime. )

However, in light of the fact thatagood@
of mystery still swrrounds James Ray and the assassination,
particularly the means by which he financed his life style
and travels, we concluded that on the basis of the infor-
metion which was wuncovered, the Bureau should have pursued

this line of the investigation more thoroughly.

The comnection of the Ray family to the crime against
Dr. King may have been nonexistent. This does not alter the
fact, however, that the FBI discovered that the subject of
the largest mantumt in history had been aided in his fugitive
status by at least one family member. This and other facts
suggestive of family assistance became clear as the Bureau's

investigation progressed.
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| First, Jckn and Jerry Ray had significant contaces
with James while he was in Missouri State Penitentiary
(MSP) at Jefferson City, Missouri. Jerry Ray visi;:ed
Jares three or four times and had borrowed money Eram
James on at least one occasion during his confinement
(Chicago 44-1144 Sub G-17). John Ray visited or attempted
to visit James Ray while at MSP on at least nine occasions.
The last visit took place on April 22, 1967, the day before
Ray escaped (HQ 44-338861-4503). The Bureau also discovered
that while in prison at MSP James Ray had a fellow irmate
send a money order to a f:.ct.xm.;us campany (Albert J. Pepper
Stationary Co.) in St. Louis, Missouri. The money was sent
to the address of Carol Pepper (sister and business partner
of John Ray) where she resided with her husband Albert.
James Ray had told the inmate who sent the money that it was
a way of getting money out of the prison (HQ 44-38861-2614).

Second, James Earl Ray was seen by several pecple in

both the St. Louis and Chicago areas during the period
immediately after his escape. 1In St. Louis {(where John

Ray was living) two former inmates at MSP, stated that they
had-seen James Ray on separate occasions. One stated that

he had seen Ray three times between May 10 and 17, 1967 (Kansas
City, 44-760-786). The other saw Ray entering a bank with
Jimmie Owens and spoke briefly with Ray as they entered

=102~



B s v g - T

(N 44-38861-3483). In the Chicago area where Jeoxy Rey
was living, the Bureau discovered that James Ray had
purchased a car on June 5, 1967 (Chicago, 44-1114 Sub D

Ex. 85) and had worked in Wirmetka, Illinois. Ray's

exployers also told Bureau agents that James Ray had

veceived several calls fram a man claiming to be Ray’s
brother immediately prior to James' departiure from his
job. They stated that these calls had a visibly disturbing
effect on James Ray (Chicago 44-1114 Sub G-37). Jerry
Raynes, father of the Ray brothers, told the FBI that he
overheard Jolm and Jerry mention that James had been in
Chicago during the sumer of 1967 (Chicago 44-1114-508).
Third, in California, the FBI discovered two facts
which pointed toward possible contact between James Ray

and his brothers. Richard Gonzales who was a fellow

_ student with Ray at the bartending school in Los Angeles

p
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1d Bureau agents that Ray had told him upon conpletion

)

of the course that he (Ray) was going to visit a brother
in Birmingham for two weeks (HQ 44-38861-1233). The FBI
also interviewed Marie Martin, cousin of Charles Stein.
She stated that for some time before March 17, 1968, (the
date when Ray left 1os Angeles) James Ray had been stating
that he was in need of finds and was waiting for his brother

‘to send him some money.
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Fourth, throuwgh an informant the Bureau discovered
that Jerry Ray may not have been entirely candid with the
special agents during his several interviews. The informant
disclosed to Bureau agents on June 7, 1968, that Jerry Ray
stated he had seen his brother (James) at least once at ;a
pre-arranged meeting place in St. Louis shortly after his
escape. Jerry also allegedly stated to the informant that
he had recognized the photograph of Eric Starvo Galt as
being identical with his brother James prior to the time
the FBI had first contacted him in connection with the
assassination. He did not want to tell the FEI everything
he knew out of fear that James would be caught. (HQ 44-38861-
4594.) ]

Corresnondance recoversd v thae Burea icatad

Correspo recovered by the Bureau indica

that Jerry may have heard fram James in Canada in June of
1968 (HQ 44-38861-4517 and 4518). James Ray was in Canada
during April and May of 1968 prior to his departure for
London on May 7, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-4595). It is also noted
that Jerry had earlier told agents that he had received mail

from James, while James was in prison, at Post Office Box 22
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Wheeling, Iliinois (Chicago 44-1i4 Sud G-26).

became clear that

Finally, in November, 19268
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James Ray had been in touch with his brother Jerry. Illinois
motor vehicle records showed that on August 25, 1967 James
Ray (using the name of Jolm L. Rayns) transferred his 1962
Plymouth to Jerry (HQ 44-38861-5413). This was during the
period when James Ray was making his way from Canada to
Bimingham, Alabama, It has continued to be a mystery
as to why Ray went to Alabama, how he traveled there, and
where he obtained the several thousand dollars he had when .
he arrived.

| Thus, at least gne family member, Jerry, had lied
to the FBI and had became subject to federal criminal charges
for aiding a fugitive. He was never confronted with these
facts by the Bureau. In the task force interview of Jerry
Ray, he confirmed the fact that he had lied to the Bureau and
had seen his brother James on several cccasions.*/ Jerry
denied knowing anything about James' travels or his sowrce
of funds (Interview of Jerry Ray, December 20, 1976, App. B).

-

However, the task force found the cxredibility of Jerry's

*/ The task force attempted to talk to James and John Ray
but an interview was refused in both instances.
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¢enials to be suspect. In light of this low credibilisy
&nd critical passage of time which has allowed the statute
of limitations to run, we concluded that the FBI abandoned
a significant opportunity to obtain answers from family
members concerning some of the important questions about
James Earl Ray which still remain.

D. Critical Evaluation Of The Assassination Investigation

As this report reflects, there was a wealth of
d
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muxdar
investigation. We have been able to dig up some additional
data. Only a small part of any of this information has
been made & matter of any official public record. Scme of
it was embodied in the stipulation agreed to by James Earl
Ray and judicially acknowledged in open court by him (with
a stated reservation as to agreeing to the wording indicating
a lack of a conspiracy). Some emerged in Ray's post-conviction
efforts to get a new trial. A quantity of the "mofficial"
evidentiary data and a great deal of mis-information was
gleaned by the news media and by professional writers. It
is understandable therefore that many suspicions have been
generated and, because of Justice Department rules against
disclosures of raw investigative files, have gone unanswered.
First, the task force has concluded that the investi-
gation by the FBI to ascertain and capture the mmderer of
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was thoroughly, honestly
and successfully conducted. We submit that the minute
details coupacted in this report amply support this con-
clusion.

At the very outset of the investigation telegrams
went to all field offices of the Bureau instructing the
Special Agents in Charge to take personal supervision of
the investigation, to check out all leads in 24 hours, and
noting that they would be held personally responsible.

(HQ 44-38861-153). The files we reviewed show that this
directive was conscientiously followed. The Bureau sought
first to identify and ldocate the murderer using the obviocus
leads. They checked out aliases, tracked the traces left
under the Galt alias, and used the known fingerprints from
the mirder weapm and the contents of the blue zipper bag
left on South Main Street to eliminate suspects. This
backtracking ended in Atlanta. At this point the Bureau
initiated a check of the crime site fingerprints against
the wvhite male "wanted fugitive" print file. This produced
the almost 'instant"” discovery that the wanted man, Galt,
was James Earl Ray, an escapee from Missouri State Prison.
In fact the "instant" discovery was a tedious hand search
started in a file of same 20,000 prints. That it took only
two hours to meke aﬁat& is said by the Bureau experts to
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be largely sheer luck; it couid have taken deys. We
accept the explanation that the fingerprint search was a
normal next resort after normal lead procedures were
exhausted. — |

Second, the task force views the evidence pointing
:t:otheguilt of James Earl Ray as the man who purchased
the mmrder gun and who fired the fatal shot to be conclusive.

It was possible for the task force to create a well
docurented history of James Earl Ray fram the moment of ,
his escape to his capture in England, using the investigation -
reports in the FBI files and to corrcborate and £ill in
essential detalls with Ray's own statements (admissions)
in his letters to author William Bradford Hule. From this
chrenology, fram the laboratory proof, and fram Ray's
judicial admissions it was concluded that he was the assassin,
and that he acted alone, We saw no credible evidence pro-
bative of the possibility that Ray and any co-conspirator
were together at the scene of the assassination. Ray's
assertions that someone else pulled the trigger are so
patently self-serving and so varied as to be wholly unbeliev-
sble. They become, in fact, a part of the evidence of his
gudilt by self-refutation.

Third, we found that conspiracy leads (aliunde Ray's
versions) had been conscientiously run down by the FBI even
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though they had no possible relation to Ray's stories
or to the known facts., The results were negative.

We fond no evidence of any couplicityci\thepart
of the Menphis Police Department or of the FEI.

We acknowledge that proof of the negative, i.e.,
. proof that others were not irmvolved, is here as elusive
and difficult as. it has universally been in criminal law.
But the sum of all of the evidence of Ray's guilt points
to him s0 exclusively that it most effectively makes the
point that no one else was involved. Of course, saneone
could conceivably have provided him with logistics, or
even paid him to cammit the crime. However, we have
fand no coopetent evidence upon vwhich to base such a
theory.
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scme new data - data which answers some persistent questions
and which the FBI did rot seek. But the Bureau concentrated
on the principal in the case and much was not considered
important to his discovery and apprehension. We find no
dishonesty in this. A lead suggesting that one or both

of James Earl Ray's brothers were in contact with him after,
ard in aid of, his escape in 1967 from the Missouri State
Prison, and before the nm:der of Dr. King, was not followed.
It was not mearmed until after Ray’s capture in England

on June 8, 1968; it was then apparently deemed a lead made
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force believes Jerry and Joln Ray could have been
effectively interrogated further to learn their knowledge,
if any, of James Earl Ray's pians. his finances and whether
they helped him after King's death. |

Finally, the task force observed instances of FBI
headquarter's reluctance to provide the Civil Rights
Division and the Attorney General with timely reports on
the course of the mmrder investigation. For example,

of Attorney General Clark's. expectation of making a progress
report to the nation, FBI Director Hoover wrote: 'We are
not going to make any progress reports'' (HQ 44-38861-1061).
The Bureau files reflect a significant degree of
disdain for the supervisory responsibilities of the Attorney
General and the operating Divisions of the Departnnmﬁ. For
example, the Attorney General authorized the institution of

prosecutive action against the suspect "Galt" (Birmingham

tation with the Attorney General or the Civil Rights
Division, the Bureau prepared and filed a criminal complaint.
The Bureau selected Birmingham as the verue In which to

file the camplaint in preference to Memphis because t:he
Bureau "could not rely on the U.S. Attorney at Memphis"



and "would lose control of the situation' (HQ -44-38861-1535).
The Bureau scenario called for then advising the Attommey
General "that circumstances have required the action taken'

We submit that in this sensitive case the Departmental
officials in Washington should have been consulted.

As another example, at the extradition stage of the
case, marked discourtesy was exhibited to the Attcrﬁey
General and to Assistant Attorney General Fred Vinson. In
a telephone discussion with the Attorney General who
camplained of being 'kept in the dark", an Assistant to
the Director accused the Attorney General of falsifications
and “mmng up the phone'. Again, when Assistant Attorney
General Vinson was detailed to England to arrange for the
extradition of James Earl Ray, the legal Attache was ordered
to be "diplomatic but firm with Vinson and that under no
circumstances should Vinson be allowed to push owr perscrmel
arond"’ (H) 44-38861-4447).

The task force views this lack of coordination and
cooperation as highly improper. The Attommey General and
the Division of the Department having prosecutorial
responsibility for an offense being investigated should be
kept fully abreast of developments. The responsible
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Division, moreover, should have sufficient control of the
Bureau's investigations to insure that the legal.necessities
of pleading and proof are met.

In fairness to the Bureau it has to be cbserved

that {4+ 4 # Ahldzatrirm AF tha Neamartmont o incict om
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these perogatives. We do not think it effectively did so
in the King mmder case.
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II1. THE SECCRITY LNVESTIGATION

A. FBI Surveillance And Harassment Of Dr. King -

1. Initiation of Techmical Surveillance and
COINTELPRD Type Activities

A4

Tor rvvedaw S s e et e o
In order to reconstruct the actions tsken

members of the FBI toward Dr. King, the task force
scrutinized the basis for the initiation by the Bureau

of any action with respect to Dr. King. During the review
it was revealed that on May 22, 1961, Mr. Alex Rosen, then
Assistant Director of the General Investigati.ve Division
(Division 6), advised liirector Hoover in an information
memorandum, per his request on Dr. King and four other
individuals in comection with the 'Freedom Riders,"

that “King has not been investigated by the FBI™ (Tism
from Scatterday to Rosen, May 22, 1961, App. A, Ex. 7).

L o Sy ey . ) S evrn, Vs ]
The memorandum contained few references on Dr. King. The

Director commented, with regard to the omission of a subject
matter investigation on Dr. King: ‘'Why not?' The substance
of the report was forwarded to Attorney General Kennedy, and
the FBI did not pursue the King matter at this time. Thus,
FBI persormel did not have nardid they assume a personal
interest in the activities of Dr. King through May, 196l.
Furthermore, in 1961, information in the Bureau files on
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Dr. King had only been gleared from sporadic reports,
and this particular report to the Director was provided
by Division 6 which had responsibility for civil rights
matters.

In the begimming of 1962, the FBI started and
rapidly continued to gravitate toward Dr. King. The
sequence of events has already been reported in some
detail by the Senate Select Committee as well as in the

Robert Murphy Report which you received in March, 1976.
The task force in its review of pertinent documents con-
firms ﬂ'.lese reports.

In essence, the Director commmicated to Attormey
General Kemmedy during 1962 and 1963 a host of memoranda
concerning the interest of the Commmist Party in the
civil rights movement, and, in particular, Dr. King's
relationship with two frequently consulted advisors whom
the FBI had tabbed as members of the Commmist Party. As

a result of the deep interest in civil rights affairs by the

Artorney General and by the Kemmedy Administration, these FBI

reports had the effect of alarming Robert Kermedy and affecting
his decisions on the national lewvel.

The net effect of the Bureau memoranda nearly
culminated in the sumrer of 1963 when Attorney General
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Kennedy suggested consideration of tecimical surveillance
on King and the SCLC (HQ 100-106670-3631). Previously,
the bulk of FBI intelligence on Dr. King was secm:eciby
technical surveillance of one t.:f his advisors and from
informants close to his associates.- However, when Attorney
General Kemnedy was confronted shortly thereafter with the
Director's request for such surveillances, he reconsidered
his suggestion and denied the request (HQ 100-106670-165,
171). Attorney General Kermedy as well as several other
Department officials were sincerely concermed with King's
association with alleged commmist members since proposed
civil rights legislation was then very vulnerable to the
attack that comnists were influencing the direction of the
civil rights movement. Yet, an affirmative program to
gather intelligence with King as the subject was still
considered ill-advised. However, a significant turn of
events within the circles of the FBI hierarchy would somn
reverse the Attorney General's decision, and without his
knowledge the FBI would also launch an illegal counter-
intelligence program directed to discredit and neutralize
the civil rights leader.

Director Hoover's demeanor toward Dr. King has been
well publicized and {s sumarized below. Certainly, as
the task force determined, this played a vital role in
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FBI affairs, as did tne Director's attitude toward the
Commmist Party. On August 23, 1963, then Assistant
Director of the Domestic Intelligence Division, William

C. Sullivan, pursuant to the Director's request, presented

a seventy-page analysis of exploitation and influence by

the Commnist Party onthe American Negro population since
1919 (HQ 100-3-116-253X). This report and Mr. Sullivan's
synopsis showed a failure of the Cammmist Party in achieving
any significant irroads into the Negro population and the
civil rights movement. Director Hoover responded:

"“This memo reminds me vividly

of those I received when Castro

took over Cuba. You contended

then that Castro and his cohorts
were not Coomnists and not
influenced by Commmists.. Time
alone proved you wrong. I for

one can't ignore the memos

as having only an infinitesimal
effect on the efforts to exploit the
American Negro by Commmists'” (HQ 100-
3-116~253X).

The Director's comment had a resounding effect
on Mr. Sull Seven days later,

e, . 'V e & & Vs m— = ' i —_—

"The Director is correct. We
were campletely wrong sbout
believing the evidence was not
sufficient to determine some
years ago that Fidel Castxo was
not a camunist or under cammmist
influence. In investigating and
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writing about comumism and the
American Negro, we had better
remenber this and profit by the
lesson it should teach us.” @Mamw
fram Sullivan to Belmont, August
30, 1963, App. A, Ex. 8).

Even tore inportantly, Mr. Sullivan also said
in response to the action that he now believed was

necessitated in determining comunist influence in the
civil rights movement:

"Therefore, it may be urrealistic

to limit ourselves as we have been
doing to legalistic proof or definite-
ly conclusive evidence that would
stand wp in testimony in cowrt or
before Congressional committees that
the Cammumist Party, USA, does wield
substantial influence over Negroves
v(atfgg ;:ne day could become decisive."

The FBI hierarchy had no written comments on this memo-
randum either supporting or negating the Assistant Director's
proposed line of action.

Then, in September, 1963, Mr. Sullivan recommended
“Increased coverage of commmist influence on the Negro'
Qo from Baungardner to Sullivan, September 16, 1963,
App. A, Ex. 9). The Director refused and commented:

"No I can't understand how you
can so agilely switch your think-
ing and evaluation. Just a few
weeks ago you conterded that the
Cammnist influence in the racial

movement was ineffective and i{nfin-
itesimal. This - notwithstanding
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tany mems Of specific instances
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e, Aepreciating CP mfluence

in racial movement. I don't intend
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situation really is" (idem.)
In commenting on a cover memo to the above Sullivan
request, Director Hoover also stated, ''I have certainly
been misled by previocus memos which clearly showed
cammist penetration of the racial movement. The
attached is contradictory of all that. We are wasting
manpover and money investigating CP effect in racial
movement if the attached is correct” (Memo for the Director
fran Tolson, September 18, 1963, App. A, Ex. 10).

By now the Damestic Intelligenée Division was
feeling the full weight of the Director's dissatisfaction
with their work product—.- Mr. Sullivan again replied on
Septenber 25, 1963, in a huxble mammer that Division 5
had failed in its interpretation of comamist infiltration
in the Negro movement (Memo from Sullivan to Belmont,
Septenber 25, 1963, App. A, Ex. 11). The Assistant Director
asked the Director's forgiveness and requested the oppor-
tunity to approach this grave matter in the light of the
Director's interpretation. Director Hoover sanctioned

this request but again reprimanded Mr. Sullivan for stating
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that cammnist infiltration "has not reached the point
of control or domination." The Director curtly commented
that "Certainiyﬂuis is not true with respect to the
King comection” (idem). One could now foresee that
Dr. King would be closely watched by FBI persormel.

In October, 1963, the Director forwarded a request
to the Attorney General for tecimical surveillance of

R P p—
Dr. Kir g 5 residence and the SCL office in New ¥

This time the FBI received authorization for technical
surveillance and it was instituted almost immediately.
In addition, the FBI had prepared a new analysis on

cammnist involvement in the Negro movement (Coammumism

and the Negro Movement, October 16, 196_3, App. A, Ex. 12),

A cover memorandun of this snalysis written by Assistant
to the Director A.H. Belmnt to Associate Director Clyde
A. Tolson reads:

"The attached analysis of Commmism
and the Negro Movement is highly
explosive. It can be regarded as a
personal attack on Martin Luther
King. There is no doubt it will
have a heavy impact on the Attormey
General and anyone else to whom we
disseminate it ... This memorancum
may startle the Attormey General,
particularly in view of his past
association with King, and the fact
that we are disseminating this out-
side the Department" (Q¥emo fram
Belmont to Tolson, October 17, 1963
App. A, Ex. 13).
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To the latter part, the Director wrote, 'We st do o
duty.” Mr. Belmont firther said:

"Nevertheless, the memorandum is a

powerful warning against Coammmist

influence in the Negro movement ..."
The Director 1ssued his feeling to this position and
added, "I am glad that you recognize at last that there

exists such influence."



2, Predicate for the Security Investigation

The security investigation of Dr, Martin Luther King,
Jr., and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
was predicated on the belief that they were under the
influence of the Commmist Party, United States of America
(CPUSA). The basis for this belief was that Dr. King relied
upon one particular advisor who was tabbed by the FBI as a
ranking Coommist Party member (HQ 100-392452-133).

This characterization of the advisor was provided by
sources the Bureau considered _reliable. The task force was
privy to this characterization through both our file review
and our September 2, 1976, conference with representatives
of the Bureau's Intelligence Division. For security
purposes the sources were not fully identified to the
task force. Therefore, the veracity of the sources and the
characterization are rdrnixﬁng questions.

The advisor's relationship to King and the SCIC
is amply evidenced in the files and the task force
concludes that he was a most trusted advisor. The files
are replete with instances of his counseling King and

his organization on matters pertaining to organization,
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exanples follow:

The advisor organized, in King's name, a fund
raising society (RQ 100-106570—47, 48). This organization
and the SCIC were in large measure financed by concerts
arranged by this person (HQ 100-106670-30). He also
lent counsel to King and the SCIC on the tax consequences
of charitable gifts.

On political strategy, he suggested King mzake a
public statement calling for the appointment of a black
to the Supreme Court (HQ-100-106670-32, 33). This person
advised against accepting a movie offer from a movie
director and against approaching Attormey General Kermedy
on behalf of a labor leader (HQ 100-106670-24). In each
instance his advice was. accepted.

King's speech before the AFL-CIO National Corrvention
in December, 1961 was written by this advisor (HQ 100-392452-
13]1). He also prepared King's May 1962 speech before the
United Packing House Workers Comvention (HQ 100-106670-119).
In 1965 he prepared responses to press questions directed
to Dr. King from a los Angeles radio station regarding
the los Angeles racial riots and from the '"New York Times"
regarding the Vietnam War.



The relationship between King and his advisar,
as indicated, 1s clear to the task force. What is not
clear is whether this relationship ought to have been
considered either a possible national security tlreat or
CPUSA directed. We conclude that justification may have
existed for the opening of King's security investigation
but its protracted contimuation was wnarranted.

Our conclusion that the investigation's opening
may have been Justified 1s primarily based on memoranda,
sumarized below, written during the first six months of
1962. It is pointed out that in October, 1962 the Bureau
ordered the COMINFIL SCIC investigation (HQ 100-438794-9).

| In January the Director wrote the Attorney General
and told him that one of ld.ﬁg's advisors was a coomumist.
At this time he also pointed out that the advisor wrote

Rina'e Noramboar 10681 ART-CTD ensarh and scceietad ine 4in
I\ulﬁ L i ] o Wl SEh Al WANS WP erterterh B WA A LA S dedel Wiyl ATk SRy de s
SCILC matters (HQ 100-392452-131).

In March the Attorney General was advised that a

March 3, 1962 issue of "The Nation" magazine carried an
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article critical of the administration’'s handling of

civil rights. The article was ostensibly writter by
Martin Luther King but in fact the true author was
another advisor characterized by the FBI as a ranking
wember of the Coommist Party (HQ 100-106670-30, 31).

In May the Attorney General learned that the CPUSA
considered King and the SCLC its most important work because

the Kermedy Administration was politically dependent upon
King (HQ 100-106670-58).

Lastly, in June, 1962 the Attorney General became
aware that King's alleged Commmist advisor had recommended
the second ranking Comnmist to be one of King's principal
assistants R 100-106670-79, 80). Later King accepted
the recammendation.

The conclusion that the investigation's contimuance
was uwarranted is based on the following task force finding:

The Bureau to date has no evidence whatsoever that
Dr. King was ever a conmmist or affiliated with the CPUSA.
This was so stated to us by representatives of the Bureau's
Intelligence Division during our September 2, 1976 conference.
This admission is supported by our perusal of files, which
included informants' memoranda and physical, microphone and
telephone surveillance memoranda, in vhich we found no such

indication concerning Dr. King.
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The Bureau provided us with no documentation -
that the SCLC under Dr. King was anything other then a
legitimate organization devoted to the civil ﬁghts move-
ment. |
The Bureau files that we examined lacked any infor-
metion that the alleged Commmists' advice was dictated by

the CPUSA or inimical to the interests of the United States.

Indeed, in early 1963 the Bureau learmed through reliable
sources the principal advisor had disassociated himself
from the CPUSA. His reason was the CPUSA was not suffi-
ciently involving itself in race relations and the civil
rights movement (HQ 100-392452-195).

3. King-Hoover Dispute

The flames of Director Hoover's antipathy for
Dr. Ring were farmed into open hostility in late 1962 when
Dr. King criticized the Bureau's performance during an
investigation of a racial disturbance in Albany, Georgia.
Efforts to interview King by the Bureau were not successful
(HQ 157-6-2-965) and the matter lay dormant for a time.

The controversy was publicly rekindled in early 1964
when the Director testified before a House appropriations
subcommittee that he believed comnmist influence existed




in the Negro mpvement. King countexed by accusing the.

Director of ahetting racists and right wingers (R 100-3
116-1291). During November of 1964, the Director told }
a growp of Washington women reporters that King was “the

most notorious liar in the country.' A week later, Director
Hoover referred to "sexual degenerates in pressure groups”

in a speech at Loyola University (HQ 162-7827-16).

Dr. King and his immediate staff requested a meeting
with Director Hoover to clear wp the misunderstanding. The
meeting was held on Decenberwl. 1964. Hoover claimed that
"he had taken the ball away from King at the begirming,"
explaining the Bureau's function and doing wost of the
talldng. On the other hand, King apologized for remarks
attributed to him and praiséd the work of the Bureau. Thus,
an wneasy truce was momentarily reached. (HQ 100-106670-563,
607.)

However, the controversy flared again when a letter
was eirculated by the Southem Curistian Edicational Fund
(SCEF) which referred to the criticism of Dr. King by the
Director and urged the recipients of the letter to write

0. renove Hoover from office, Ima
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memo from Sullivan to Belmnmt on December 14, 1964, Sulliven
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"In viex of this sircuation, realism
makes it mandatory that we taka

prudent step that we can take to emerge '
completely victoricusly in this confliet,
We should not take any ineffective or
half-way measures, nor blind curselves-
_to the realities of the situation."

(HQ 100-106670-627.)

Ve believe the persistent contxoversy between Dr.
King and Director Hoover was a major factor in the Bureau's
determination to discredit Dr. King and ultimately destroy
his leadership role in the civil rights movement,

4. Technical Surveillance

Our review of FBI files and interviews with Bureau
persormel substantially confirms with a few additions the
findings which have alre:;tdy been reported by Mr. Murphy
and the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence with respect
to the electronic surveillance of Dr. King and his associates.

We found that some microphone surveillances were
installed in New York C;ty against Dr. King and his associates
which have not tims far been reported. These installatians
were as follows: |

Americana Hotel (HQ 100-106670-2224, 4048)
4/2-3/65 (

symbol)
6/3-3/65 ( ?vubol)
1/21-24/66 (no symbol)
Sheraton Atlantic (NY 100-136585 Sub-Files 7-8)
12/10-11/65 (symbol)

Newr York Bileonn /NY 100-136585 Sd
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10/25-27/65 (symbol)
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All of these installations with the exception of
the placement at the Americana Motel in Jazmary: 1966
appear to have been unproductive either because Dr. King
did not reside at the hotel as plarmed or the recordings
made did not pick up any significant information.

The installation by the New York Field Office at
the Americana Hotel on Jamuary 21, to 24, 1966, caused
some consternation within the FBI hierarchy and is
{1lustrative of how the Buream apparatus could, on rare
occasion, contimue to function even contrary to the wishes
of the Director. The installation was made at the Americana
on January 21, 1966, pursuant to the request of SAC Roomey
in New York. Assistant Director William Sullivan authorized
the coverage. Bureau files indicate that Associate
Director Clvde Tolson, upon being informed of the coverage,
wrote back on the same day in a rather perturbed fashion to
have the microphone removed "at once.” Tolson advised the
Director that "no one here" approved the coverage and that
he had again instructed Sullivan to have no microphone
installations without the Director's approval, Hoover
confirmed Tolson's divective. (HQ 100-106670-2224X).

No symbol mmber was ever attached to this coverage
as was the standard practice. This was spparently due to
the strong disapproval voiced by Headquarters. Yet, des;pn_;e
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Hoover's orders, the coverage was maintained ad a good
deal of intelligence on King's personal activities was
obtained and transcribed. These activities are reflected
in a six page mamorandum. (HQ 100-106670-4048.)
Irrespective of the level of Bureau approval
vhich was required for electronic surveillance installa-
tions during the King years, our review reinforced the

behind this intelligence gathering became twisted. Several
Chief Baumgardner in recommending coverage of King in

Horolulu urged an exposure of King's 'moral weakness™

so that he could be "for the security of the nation, com-
pletely discredited” (HQ 100-106670 June File, Memo Baumgardner

instances of Bureau correspandence are Instructive. Section

to Sullivan, January 28, 1964). In a similar from
Sullivan to Belmont recammending coverage in Milwaukee at
the Schroeder Hotel, the expressed purpose was to gather
information on “entertaimment' in which King might be engaging
gimilar to that '"mcovered at the Willard Hotel' (HQ 100-
106670 June File, Mamo Sullivan to Belmont, Jarwary 17, 1964).
Director Hoover, upon being informed of the results
of the surveillance, ordered that they all be immediately
transcribed despite Deloach's recammendation that the tran-
scribing be done later (HQ 100-106670-1024). As each of the
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file reviews has shown, portions of summaries of the
transcripts were widély disseminated among govermmtal
officials. These disseminations included a rather
conprehensive six volume transmittal by the Bureau in
June, 1968. This was at the apparent request of the
President through Special Counsel Larry Temple for all

information concerning Dr. King, including the instructions

and approval of former Attormey General Kemnedy regarding
the electronic surveillance of King (Memo R. W. Smith to
'William Sullivan, June 2, 1968, referring to memo Deloach
to Tolson, May 24, 1968, setting forth the President's
“gpquest). Included with the transcripts were several
@i&, previously disseminated, and several hundred
pages of Bureau commnications to the White House from
1962 to 1968 regarding King and his associates. The
purpose of the White House request was not stated, but it
was the most complete accumilation of transmitted informa-
tion on the electronic surveillance of King which we
encountered during our review of Bureau files. The task
force noted the timing of the alleged White House request
and subsequent transmittal particularly in light of

) s



Director Hoover's comumication to the White House on -
March 26, 1968 (included in the transmittal) which
advised that Robert Kermedy had attempted to contact
Dr. King before ammouncing his candidacy for the
Presidency

The task force reviewed selected portions of all
of the transcripts in the King file as well as selected
portions of several tapes from which the transcripts
were obtained. An inventory of the tapes reviewed is
set forth below:

1) Washington, D.C., 1/5-6/64 (Willard Hotel,
15 reels) -~ Reel Nos. 1-6, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 14

2) Arlanta Tape (symbol) (ome reel) )
3) Composite Tape 12/15/64
Track No. 1 - Washington, D.C. recordings
(edited version of 15 reels)
Essentially, we reviewed the tapes by listening to the
begirming, middle, and end of each tape and compared it to

the corresponding transcript. They were basically accurate
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transcription
was also on the tapes. However, some material on the tapes
was not put on the transcripts apparently because either
that portion of the recording was garbled or unclear or

it was considered unicportant. :
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O review of the composite tape, the Atlanta
tape and the agents handwritten motes included in the
box with the recordings from the Hillard Hotel gave an
additional indication of where the Bureau's interest
lay with respect to Dr. King. The camposite tape contained
"highlights" of the fifteen reels of tape from the Willard
Hotel and appeared to consist of little more than episodes
of private conversations and activities which the Bureau
chose to extract fram the original recordings. The
Atlanta tapéwas obtained from the telephlone tap on the
King residence and consisted of several of Dr. King's
conversations. These included conversations of Dr. King

fa regarding his perscnal life snd had mothing
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to do with his po]iticai or civil rights activities. The
handwritten notes fram the original Willard tapes contained
notations as to what point in the tape a particular persgnal
activity or conversation took place. '

S. COINTELPRO Type and Other Illegal Activities

The task force has documented an extensive progran
within the FBI during the years 1964 to 1968 to discredit

Dr. Ring. Pursumnt to a Bureau meeting on Decenber 23, 1963
to plan a King strategy and the Sulliven proposal in January,

1964 to pramwte a new black leader, the FBI accelerated its
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program of disseminating derogatory informatir;n. which
was heavily fraught with the Bureau's own characteriza-
tions of King, to various individuals and organizations
who were in critical positions vis-a-vis the civil rights
leader. Our review has essentially confirmed those already
performed by the Civil Rights Division and the Senate Select
Comnittee and we, therefore, do not dwell on those areas
which they have already covered. We did find, however,
additional proposed activities against Dr. King, some of
which were approved by the Director. They are instructive
not only in revealing the extent to which the Bureau was
willing to carry its efforts but also in showing the
atmosphere among sane of the rank and file which this
program against King created.

In November, 1964, the Bureau discovered that
Dr. Ring was desirous of meeting with high British officials
while in England diring King's plarmed trip to Europe.
Section Chief Baumgardner recommended a briefing for the
purpose of informing British officials concerning King's
purported comunist affiliations and private life
0D 100-106670-522, 523). Within three days the briefings
had been completed (HQ 100-106670-525, 534, 535).
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One particular dissemination, the contents of which
was not revealed in the files, was apparently initiated
and carried out personally by the Director. On Jammary 22,
1965, the SAC in Atlanta advised Mr. Sullivan that,
pursuant to their electronic surveillance, the Bureau
learned that King had phoned Ralph Abernathy and camplained
that Hoover had had a meeting with a particular Atlanta
official while in Washington attending the Inauguration.
According to King, when this official returned to
Atlanta he contacted Dr. K:Lng senior and passed on a
"good deal" of information. According to Sullivan's
mero to Belmont, Dr. King, Jr. was very upset (HQ 100-
106670-768). The files did not reveal any formal proposal
for this briefing but Section Chief Bamgardner later speculated
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since the Director had met with him on Jamuary 18, 1965
(R 100-106670-780). The files do not indicate whether
the Director suggested that the information be passed on

to Dr. King's father.



In comection with the post-assassination
efforts to declare a natiomal holiday in memory of

Dr. King the Senate Select Committee has outlined
in its report the attempts by the Bureau to prevent
such a declaration by briefing various members of
Congress on King's background (HQ 100-106670-3586).
We discovered that the Bureau also sent a monograph
o King to the President and the Attormey General
in 1969 for this same purpose (HQ 100-106670-3559).
The Bureau’s efforts to discredit Dr. King's
movement also included attempts to damage the
reputation of Ring'e family and friende, The Bmreasu
looked very closely at Coretta King although a
security imvestigation was never opened. This
included scrutinizing her travels in an attempt
to uncover possible facts embarrassing to her.

These attempts also included a plan, proposed



by Assistant to the Director Deloach and appr

T
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King and Ralph Abernathy were deliberately plotting to
keep the assassination in the news by claiming a conspiracy
existed in order to keep monetary contributions flowing
for their benefit (Q 44-38861-5654).

Ralph Abernathy and Andrew Yomng also became Bureau
targets. Shortly after the assassination the field was
instructed to report any information on possible “immoral
activities” of King's two associates (H) 62-108052-Unrecorded
serial, Atlanta to Director, April 29, 1968). Presumably

Vo s8 kot ]
e b el

there were COINTELPRO type purposes behind this request.

The Atlanta Field Office in atterpting to demonstrate
the initiative and imagination demanded by Headquarters
proposed additional measures against Ralph Abernathy. The
Bureau learned that after Dr. King's death, Rev. Abernathy
may have voiced some concern over possible assassination
attempts on his own 1life. The Atlanta office proposed that
the Bureau begin notifying Abernathy directly (instead of
only informing the police) of all threats against him in
order to confuse and worry him (HQ 62-108052-Unrecorded
serial, Atlanta to Director, March 28, 1969). This activity
was not approved by Headquarfers.
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Bureau files iﬁdicate that the FBI may have also
attempted to help the executive branch in its efforts
to deal with Abernathy after King's death. In a memo
to Associate Director Tolson, Director Hoover related
a telephone conversation with former Vice President
Agnew in which Mr. Agnew expressed concern over the
"inflammatory”* statements which Abernathy had made.

The Vice President was seeking information from Hoover

which could be useful in destroying the credibility of

Rev. Abernathy. Hoover aé:eed to the request (HQ 100-

106670-Unrecorded serial, Hoover to Tolson, May 18, 1970).
We did not find what information, if any, was forwarded
to the Vice President.

Finally, we discovered that a series of illegal
swrreptitious entries was conducted by the FBI. Some
of these entries had as one purpose, among others, the
obtaining of information about Dr. King. The FBI in
the review of its indices was unable to locate records
of any entries onto the premises of Dr. King or the SCLC. |
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The agents began to retrieve information about
Dr. King during these entries through the use of photo-

graphs. In one instance a supervisor in the appropriate
field office requested authority to conduct an entry

quarters pursuant to a telephone call by an Inspector
and was later conducted.

On four 'st.1bse<;p.1f.=.nt:~ occasions the Bureau again
conducted entries and obtained information concerning
King and the SCILC. mmesuchoccasi:maspecinmof
King's handuriting was obtained. The purpose of
gathering this piece of intelligence was not revealed.

hervramis mald e at tha dma aAfF +haoea -
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required the approval of such field requests by
Director Hoover or Assoclate Director Tolson (Memo
Director, FBI; to Attorney General, September 23, 1975).

We assume that such approval was granted. Handwritten
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notations on the field office memos indicate that
the Bureau was advised of the entries in each case.

We also raise the issue of these illegal entries
because aside from being violative of Fourth Amendment
rights the entries ran the risk of invading a privileged
relationship.

" We note in passing that the FBI contirmed to
eploy an informant in the SCLC despite the fact that
the informant conceded to agents that the informant had
enbezzled some SCIC fimds. The Bureau voiced strong
disapproval of these activities. Yet, no legal or
disciplinary action was ever taken with respect to
the informant (HQ 134-11126-56, 57).

B. Critical Evaluation of the Security Investigation

In the area of domestic intelligence the mandate
of the FBI has been both broadly and vaguely defined.
It is stated in the Code of Federal Regulations as follows:
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(The FBI shall:) carry out the Presidential
directive of Septerber 6, 1919, as reaffirmed
by Presidential directives of January 8, 1943,
July 24, 1950 and December 15, 1953, designating
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to take
charge of investigative wark in matters relating
to espionage, sabotage, subversive activities,
and related matters (28 CFR 0.85 (d)).

Given this charter and the history of the sametimes

overpowering influence of the views of the late Director
J. Edgar Hoover on his subordinates and on succesive
Attorneys General, it was understandable that a security
investigation should be initiated into the possible
influence of the Commmist Party, U.S.A., on Dr. Martin
Luthei:‘ King, Jr. Two of King's close advisdr‘s, at the
outset of the security néttar, were reported to be
Camumist Party members by sources relied wupon by the
Bureau. "

The security investigation continued for almost
six years until Dr. King's death. It verified, in our
view, that one g‘lleged Cammmist was a very influential
advisor to Dr. King (and hence the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference) on the strategy and tactics of
King's leadership of the black civil rights movement of
the early and mid-sixties. Another had no such weight
although he seemed to be of use to King. But this
very lengthy investjgative concentration on King and on
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the principal advisor establi
that he did not "sell" Dr. King any course of coriduct

or of advocacy which can be identified as commmist or
"Party line". King, himself never varied publi:cly or
privately from his commitment to non-violence and did

not advocate the overthrow of the govermment of the
United States by violence or subversion. To the contrary,
he advocated an end to the discrimination and disenfran-
chisement of minority groups which the Constitution and

Al oo A Y K A as e e mam Tl ) A 7%

the courts denounced in terms as strong as nis. we

concluded that Dr. King was no threat to domestic security.
And the Bureau's continued intense surveillance

and investigation of the advisor clearly developed that

he had disassociated himself from the Commmist Party

in 1963 because he felt it failled adequately to serve

the civil rights movement. Thus the linch-pin of the

security investigation of Dr. King had pulled himself

both physical and technical surveillance, should have been
terminated on the basis of what was learned in 1963.

That it was intensified and augmented by a COIM‘ELPRO type
campaign against Dr. King was urwarranted; the COINTELPRO
type campaign, moreover, was ultra vires and very probably
in violation of 18 U.S.C. 241 (and 242), i.e. felonious.
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The contimuing security investigacrion reflects also
that the Attorney General and the Division charged with
responsibility for internal security matters failed badly
in what should have been fi_m supervision of the FBI's
internal security activities.

o
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IV, RECOMENDATIONS

A. As To The Muader Investigation

The task force does not fault the technical
coampetence of the :h::vestigatim conducted into the
death of Dr. King. We found no new evidence which
calls for action by State or Federal Authorities.
Oxr concern has developed over administrative
concomitants of the crime detection tactics.

1. The progress of such sensitive cases

of legally sufficient evidence to sustain pmsecutim
are. properly the ultimate responsibility of the Division
of the Department having supervision of the kind of
criminal prosecution involved. The Division head should
delineate what progress reports he wishes, The Bureau
should not be permitted to manipulate its submission of
reports to serve its purposes, such as the protection
of its public relation efforts, or the prevention of the

gy L U DU R Y PRy e, g Vi _ I S =t
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Bureau to pursue a lineofi.nqdryvhichthenmemdoes
not approve. The Attorney General and his Assistants are
the officers most accountable to the electorate and they,
mot the police agency, must maintain effective s@erv.i.sion.
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2. As a corollary of our espousal of tighter
- Department guthority over the FBI, we recommend that the
Bureau's public relations activities and press re-latims
be controlled by the Attorney General's Office of Public
Information. Clear directives to prevent the development
of personality cults around particular Bureau Directors
and officials should be drawn. Bureau press releases should
be cleared through the Office of Public Information.

3. The task force recommends that in sensitive
cases no criminal action be instituted by the Bureau without
the closest coordination and consultation with the supervising
Divisicn of the Department. This supervision by the Depart-
ment should be as tight as the control and consultation the
Buresu had with its Field Offices as exhibited in our review

Py G R Jorvmied man Twve
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4. It was cbserved that almost no blacks were in
the FBI special agent's corps in the 1960's and nome in
the Bureau's hierarchy. This undoubtedly had the effect
of limiting not only the outlook and understanding of the
problems of race relations, but also mast have hindered the
ability of investigators to commnicate fully with blacks
during the mmder investigation. By way of illustration
had there been black agents in the Memphis Field Office
participating fully in the investigation of Dr. King's
mxder, it is unlikely that the interviews with
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at least three black members of the Mexphis Police and Fire
Department would have been overlooked. It is also very
probable that black citizen "lead" input would have been
greater.

B. As To The Secawity Investigation

The task force was charged to address itself
particularly to the question of whether the nature of the
relationship between the Bureau and Dr. King called for
criminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or other
appropriate action. Our responses follow.

" 1. Because the five year statute of limitations
has long since mun we carmot recommend criminal prosecution
of any Bureau persommel, past or present, responsible for
the possible criminal harrassment of Dr. King. (18 U.S.C.
3282). No evidence of a continmuing conspiracy was found.
. 2. The responsibility for initiating and prolonging
the security imvestigation rested on the deceased Director
of the Bureau and his immediate lieutenants, some of whom
are also deceased and the remainder of whom are retired.
They are beyond the reach of disciplinary action. The few
Bureau persomnel who had anything to do with the King security
investigation and who are still in active service, did not
make command decisions and merely followed orders. We do not
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think they are the proper subjects of any disciplinary
action. Some of the activities conducted, such u_:he
tecinical electronic surveillance, had the approval of
the then Attorney General. The Courts had not adequately
dealt with what authority rested in the executive branch

e Fedadobn el o mm den Sln fmdavac
to initiate such survelllance in the Interest o

security’”’. We do not think the "leg men'' in the Bureau
should be held to an undefined standard of behavior, much

less a standard not observed by the highest legal officer

of the gove;r;lnit.

The Bureau's ODINTELPRO type activities, the illicit
dissemination of raw inves:‘:igative data to discredit
Dr. King, the efforts to intimidate him, to break up his
marriage, and the explicit and implicit efforts to black-
mail him, were not fully known to the Department, but were
none-the-less ordered and directed by Director Hoover,
Assistant to the Director Deloach, Assistant Director
Sullivan and the Sectim Chief under him.

In our view their subordinates were far removed
from decision responsibility. Moreover, we think the
subordinates clearly felt that, by reason of Director
Hoover's overpowering and intimidating domination of the
Bureau, they had no choice but to implement the Bureau's
directions. Pumnitive action against the very few
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remaining subordinate agents would seem to the task force
to be inappropriate in these circunstances and at this
very late date. |

3. The Bureau's illicit surveillance produced
tapes and &mscripts concerning King and many others.
These may be sought by King's heirs ard represmtatives;.
Worse still, they may be sought by members of the public

at 1&5@ under the Freedom of Information Act. We

recommend that these tapes and transcripts be sealed and
sent to the National Archives and that the Congress be
asked to pass legislation denying any access to them
whatever and authorizing and directing their total
destruction along with the destruction of materisl in
reports and memoranda derived from them.

4. The potential for abuse by the individual
occupying the office of Director of the FBI has been
amply demonstrated by our investigation. We think it is
a responsibility of the Department in the first instance
and, secondarily, of the Congress to oversee the conduct
of the FBI {(and the other police agencies of the govemn-
ment). We endorse the establistment by the Attorney
General of the Office of Professional Responsibility on
Decanber 9, 1975, as an effective means for Intra-departmental
policing of the Bureau. We also think the permanent
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Senate Select Committee on Intelligence is an ap-pro-
priate agency of the legislative arm to oversee the
performance of the Bureau. Both the Office of Pro-
fessional Responsiﬁility and the Senate Select Conmittee
should be expressly designated in their respective
enzbling regulations and resolutions to be a place to
which Bureau subordinates may complain, confidentially
and with impunity, of orders which they believe to
threaten a violation of the civil rights and liberties
of citizens and inhabitants of the United States.

5. It seems to us that the unauthorized malicicus
dissemination of investigative data from FBI files should
be more than the presently prescribed misdemeanor (5 USC
552a(1)(1)). A felony penalty should be added.

Parenthetically, it should be noted here that it
should be made clear that it is improper (but mot criminal)
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for the Bureau to by-pass the Attormey General and deal
directly with the White House.

-5
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§. The task force recommends that FRI have no

Mk Vw S

| o

autharity to engage in COINTELPRO type activities which
involve affirmative punitive action following Star
Charber decisions with respect to citizens or inhabitants

(CM 13 L 4] s c

lines which the present Attormey General has established
to govern the FRI's dmestic security investigations
effectively preclude these activities. Those guidelines

- T meeamamne v e A J0Rhe QS - e R

|

moreover, appear to us to permit only strictly legal
investigative techniques to be gnployed in full scale
domestic security investigations, This too we endorse.
The foregoing comprises our repart and recommenda-
tions. It is respectfully submitted. i

'?_\ALumerxjng Jr.
¢

%
J
i
:
%

January 11, 1977
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Form 388
THE CiTY CF MEMPSIS KCSPITALS

AUTOPSY PROTOCOL

—r

PEIR % RO

.

Autopsy No, AS8%-252 Service Vo1, Fx,  woepital No
Name Martin Ltuthar Rine, Jr. Age 37 Yaapng Mala
. .. ninown=Apprzil -ately
_ JDate of Admission PoA Date and Hour of Death #=%-%9 e
Date and Hour of Autoosy 4-4-68 10:45 D3,
Pathologist ©Tz.S-runrt and Francleco Assistant
Checked by Date Completed  4-11-66

FINAL PATHEOLOGICAL DIAGROSIS

PRIMARY SRIES:

I. Distant punshot wound to bedy and face

A,
B.

C.
D.
E.
F.

SECOMDANY

Fracture of right nandilble

Laccratisn of vertebral artery, jugzular vein and subclavian
artery, right

Fracture of spine (T-1, C-7)

Laceration of spinal cord (lower cervical, upper thoracic )
Subnucosal henorrhuye, larynx

Intrapulnmonary henatonz, apex right upper lobe

SERIES:

1. Remote scars as described .

2, Pleural adhesions

3, Fatty chanze liver, noderate )
4, Arteriosclerosis, moderate

$. Venous cut-downs ’

6. Tracheostony

LABORATORY FINDINGS:
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Section

71

74
74

74

60

19
17

74

74
21

21

21

Sane ¥nown Expenditures:

Serial

5248

5448

4692

2068

5402

2192

5400
2324
628

2324
2324
2324

-
JPMES EARL RAY

|t

Item . _Am:u\t

Rent for cne week at 2731 $13.61
N. Sheffield; Chicago

1959 Chrysler; Chicago $200.00
1962 Plymouth; East St. $209.50
Louis

Bourgarde Motel; Dorion, $17.28
Canada

Rent for Apt., at Harkey $150.00

Mpts., 2585 Notre Dame St.reet.-
Montreal at $75/10; Montreal

Suit at English Scotch $75.06
Woolen Company; Mentreal

Book ordered from Futura $9.00
Books in Inglewood, Calif.;
Montreal

Correspondence course at $17.50

Iocksmithing Institute in
New Jersey; Montreal

Grey Rocks Imn from 7/30 $195.15
to 8/5; Canada

Forrm:la for making glass $1.00

purchase by money order i
E.2. Formula; Montreal

Cranada Hotel; Birmingham $4.50
Roam and board for one week  §22.50

1566 White Ford Mustang:  $1,995.00
Binmminghan :
Roam and board; Birminghan §22.50
BFoom and board: Birmingham $22.50

LI g e
L 4

Dance lesscns; Bimungn&n

‘15&

Aoril 23, 1967 - hune B8, 1968

Date

4/20/67

6/ 5/67
7/14/67

7/21/67

/24767 .
T/28/67

8/5/67
8/9/67
8/26/67

8/26/67
B/30/G7



69
69

69

5150

5150

668

668

4143

4143

4143

4143

4143
4143

Item

oumnt

Fcom and beard; Birmingham $22.50

Focm and board; Bimmingham $22.50
Camera eqquipment, Supe:i.o.r $337.24

Bulk Film Co.; Birmingham
Roam only; Birmingham

.38 Caliber, Liberty
Chief Revolver

P ot BPme Thimen o d e
RUGCEL oall rraniidas =

10/_10: Acapulco

Pancho Villa - 10/15;
Guadalajara
Pancho Villa - 10/18;
Guadalajara

Hotel Rioc at $4.80/day-
10/19-11/6; Puerto
vallarta

Elisa Arellanc to rent
apt.; Puerto Vallarta

Hotel Tropicana at $7.20
day - 11/7-11/13; Puerto
Vallarta

Rent at 1535 N. Serrano;

Utilities at 1535 N.
Serrano; Los Angeles

Appointment with Dr. Mark

_ Freeman; Beverly Hills

Appointment with Dr. Mark
Freeman

Appointment with Dr. Mark
Freeman

Dance lessons at National
Dance Studio; Los Angeles

Apmointment. with Freeman

Dance lesscons
=157-

$17.50
$65. 00

$6.00
$3.20

$3.20

$91.20

$48.00

$43.20

$127.50

$10.00
$25.00

$25.00
$25.00
$29.00

$25.00

Caze
9/16/87
8/23/67
9/28/67

ra

$/20/67

10/1/67

10/11/67

l0/16/67

10/19/67

11/6/67

1/ /67

11/13/67

11/15/67

11/20/67
11/27/67

11/30/67
12/4/67
12/5/67

12/5/€7
12/7/67

Xt
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Saection

g 8

»
N

22

22

K 8
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S

arial

4143
4143

745
2325

4143
5399

745
2325
2325

2325

2325

2325

1500
2325
1500

658
1500
1500
2325
2325
1428
1033

tam

-t

Appointment with Fresman

Dance lessons

-

Dance lessons
Appointment with Freeman
Provincial Motel - 12/17-
12/19; New Orleans

Dance lessons

Locksnithing Institute;
Los Angeles

International School of
Bartending; los Angeles

International School of
Bartending; los Argeles

Rent at 8t. Francis Hotely
los Angeles

Free Press of los ﬁngeles
locksmithing Institute

C.M. Hedgpeth, mail forward-
ing service

Rent at St. Francis Hotel
Futura Bocks

?jffany Enterprises
Locksmithing Institute
Locksmith Ledyer
Locksmithing Institute

RoomAveck at 113 14th St.;
Atlanta

-158-

ATCLT.E
A=ie

SZSI 00 -
329.00

$10C. 00
$25.00
. $24.00

$364.00
$15.00
$20.00
$105.00
$85.00

$4.25
$7.50
$3.00

$85.00

$6.44
$9.98
$7.50
"$5.25
$15.00

$10.00

-
a3
—r—

12/11/67
12/12/67

12/14/67
12/14/67

12/18/67

12/21/67
1/8/¢8

1/19/68
1/20/68
1/21/68

1/29/68
1/31/68
2/1/68

2/21/6!
'2/26/6
2/26/€
2/26/6
2/26/6
3/8/68

3/24/¢



P

EXHIBIT 5



1033
630

327

46
4454

" 4454

Iten

Flamingo Motel 3/22;
Selma

locksmithing Institute;
Atlanta

Travelodge Motel;

Birmirgham

Purchase of rifle
Birmingham

Foom in Atlanta

' Rexall Drugstore; Whitehaven,

Tenn.

Rocming house on Main St.;
Manphis

Binoculars: Memphis

Rent/weck at 962 Duncas St.;
Toronto

Rourd trip airplane ticket;
Toronto

-159-

$7.50
$8.48
$248.59

$10.00
$1.83

$8.50

$41.55
$9.60

$345.00

vaca

3/23/68

3/28/68 ‘

3/29/68
3/29/68

3/21/68
4/3/68

4/4/68

4/4/68
4/16/68

5/2/€8
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Sec_tim

68

JRVES ZARL RS

Xrown Income:  Asril 23, 1987 - Jure @, 1388

Serial

5100

Payroll checks from Indian Trail Restaurant

Winnetka, Illinois d
May 7 $ 57.69
May 14 84.89
May 21 84.89
May 28 84.89
June 4 89.63
June 11 89.63
June 18 95.19
June 25 77.53
$664.34
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Flartin Luther hing, Jr,
S —————

1

|

-

o

. Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., prominent integrationist
' who led bus boycott in Montgonery Alabama’ and "sit-in demonstra-
tions,® has been associated with National Association for the
Advancement of Colored~Peog1e and Congress of Racial Equality. King
{has not been_investigated hy the,Fil.

— T3 73/ 5 L é\ ' :
] TBurcau ilcs{r_*e\'r‘c?ﬁ: King thanked Socialist Workers Party
(cited by Attorney General} ‘for support of bus boycott; attended
meetings of Progressive Party (cited by Subcommittec of Senatc

Judiciary Committee); and was honorary chaiman ¢f Young Socialist )f'

(League campaign on bchalf of victims of racist terror.
"King in 1950's mentioned as' potential victim of assassin-

scminar and reportedly mave closing specck King President of

: “\at!On plot and in_1957 attended Cowrunist Party training _school,

=163-
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Memorandum to Mr, Rosen’ : o : ..

Southern Christian Leadershi Coaference (to further Negro vote
reoistration) and advised “The Civil Rizhts law...is meaninglcess
'unTcss we go out and make use of it.® King thanked Benjamia -
pavis, Jr., Coumunist Party official, for giving blood when he
was in a hosEital following assault. Xing in 1960 indicated his
support for Comnittee to Sccure Justice for iorton Sobell (cited
by liouse Corittee on Un-American Activities (lCUA) as comaunist
front) and in 1961 wrote article in "The Nation® which called
for integratioa of FBI to help speed integration. King attended

-

peetings with integration leaders in Montgomery, Alabana, 5-21-61.

S—

"

e L S o )
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UNITED STATES GCVERNME'® * ' : R

Memorandum L R

10 T., A, H. Belmont DATE: August 30, 1963 [
- Sulltven M s
- Tavel
. ' ( ) ;::ms-.
rRoM : . ¥r, ¥, C. Suu:l,_!)n Wolmes
C é/ : e -
sugjecT:  COLUUNIST PARTY, USA
" NEGRO_QUESTION g
IS - C C,..'.' oo, .{ "I g’:;.'_ .- 3 -

..

Reference is made to.the enclosed material oz which the
. Director has written: "This meno reminds me vividly of those I
received when Castro took over Cuba? ‘You contended then that Castro and’
his cohorts were not Communists and not infiuenced by Communists. Time

- -plone proved you wrong, I for one can't ignore the memos re King,

) et al as having only an infinitesimal
effect on the efforts to exploit the American Negro by the Communists.”
[ J . . .

|b The Director is correct. We were completely wrong about
elieving the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago
4hat Fidel Castro was not a2 commuhist or Under communist influence. On

hnvestigating and writing about communism and the American Kegro, we .
had hattar remsmber thie and profit by the lesson it should teach us. ~

rlﬂﬂ e v veh & o i s B B N WAl WAV A WS W -y e w - - LA A

. " 7 .

! I do think that much of the difficulty relating to the mermoran
dum rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the
word "inflvence," We do not have, and no Government agency or privaie
6Tganization has, any yardstick which can accurately measure "influecace"
lih this particular context, even.when we know it does exist such as in
KLhe case of the obvious influence of )

over Martin Luther King and King'§ {hfluencé tVer other Megro
Yesders.” Personally, I belicve in the light of King's powerful
demagogic spcech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other
Negro lezders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of
Negroes, We must mark him now, if we have not done so before, as the
most_dangerous Negro of the future in this Nation era.Ihe..sta.ndpoin?v,)

;g;,gpmmunismh“thg Negro_and national securitv.
H b

" - " On determining membership of Negroes in the Commufi®st Fafty,

h are.not confronted with the same problem, We do have herc-accurate
'yardsticks for establishing membership. Of course, our stancdards are
very exacting. This mcans there are many Negroes who are fellow=
travellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowingly,
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old

communist princfiple still holds: "Comnunism must -be, byilt with non-

‘communist hapdsf" Therefore, it may be unrealistic -to limit ourscives ai
wo bave been jioing_to legalistic.proof or definitely conclusivs - suence
-_.-’...ﬁf-- o e . - =

.Enclosu;%' — et e e
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Yomerandum for Mr, Belaont " ..

RE: CCUMUNIST PARTY, Usa : :
- NEGRO QUESTION - -
100-3-75

that would stand up in testimony in_ cou:t or before Congressional
‘ committees that the Comaunist Party, USA, does wield substantial

THY1dence over Negroes which one day could become decisive. P

The memorandum vhich the Director penetratively questioned,

while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, did
suffer from such limitations. .These limitations we will make every
effort to 1ift in the future. The great amount of attention this
‘Division is giving to communist activities directed toward the Negro
should enable us to do this.. .

-
-

For example, here at the Seat of Government the Negro -
communist question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor and
-during the past few weeks four mehn bave been s0 occupied. Additionally,
(1) specialized instructions are regularly given the field on communist
infiltration of the Negro; (2) monographs have been written on the

. subject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are memorands
and reports; (4) August 21, 1963 we devoted the entire Current Inteclli-~
gence Analysis to the communist plans for the Negro March of August 20,
1963, (149 copies of this-Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of
the Governmenih (5) much material on the issue is given to Agentg ot
In-Service; and (6) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this Divis.on
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro latch
on Washington and issuing instructions for increased coverage of
comnanist influence dn the Negro. .-

-, As the memorandum poinied out, "this Nation is involved in a.
form of facial revolution and the time has_never_been so right_for
exploitation of the Negroes by communist propagandists.“ Ninetcen millior
Negroes constitute the greatest single racial target of the Comaunist
Party, USA. This is a sombre reality we must never lose cirht of., Ve
,¥ill do everything possible in the troublea 'future to acveiop 1or the
Dirpotor all available facts relating to Negro membership in the Communis-
+Party, plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain influence
;of communist organizatlons and officials over the leaders and masses of
,Negroes. .

*»

. We regret greatly that the memorandum did not wmeasure up to
'hat the Director has a right to expect from our analysis,

lSCOLMENDATIOW'

For the information of the Director.
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.0 2710 -‘
susjeCct ™ COIMUNIST PARTY, USA. .
NEGRQ QULSTION
COMUNIST INFLUZRCE IN RACIAL MATTERS
- INTERNAL SECURITY - COLLIUNIST -
TERAL SEC

 —e = - . p—
- we

This menmorandum recommends increased coverage of cormunist
inflvence on the Nerro, Th%? history of the Communist rParty, UIX -
TCELSAY IS ronlcte Yith its attemnts to exnloit, influence and
recruit the licero. inc Larén on Washington, 3-28-63, was a striking
EnanpliTrsudiUonnunist activity as Party leaders early put into

2\

‘ motion elforts to accruc gains for the CPUSA fronm the March., Welle

docunented information concerning the Party's influence on & princip
fzrch leader, Roverend Martin Luther Kinz, Jr., is but an example.
The presence at the lMarch of around 200 Party members, ranginz frona
several pational functionaries headed byiCPFUSA General Secretary Gus
I1all," to many rank-and-file members, is clear indication of the Party's
favorita target (ihe Negro) today. en
All indications are that the larch was rot the "end of the
line” and that the Party willl step up its efforts to expkit racial
unrest and in every possible way clain credit for itself relating to
I any "gains" achicved by the Negro. A clear-cut indication of the
Party's designs is revealed in its plans to hold a highly secretive
leadership meeting in November, 1963, which will deal primarily wita
the Necro situation. This mceting 1S to be preceded by aiGus Haly]
. "barpstor=ing” trip through key areas of the country to meet Payty-
people and thus better prepare hissclf for the November. meetini
. N ‘e §

The cntirc ficld is being alerted to this situatiof™in a -

proposed SAC Letter (attached). Tio fleld is being imstructed to

. intensify our coverape of communist influence on the Nezro by giving
fullest consideration to the use of all possible investigative
techniques. In addition, the fleld ifn ‘bainstold to intensify its
coveraze of those cotctunist froxts throuzh which the Party channcls

« - 4ts icflucnce and to intcnsify 1ts investiZations of the many Party
menbers and dupcs who ¢fgaiC 358 sctivitics on behidl? of the Party
4n the Kegro fivid., Furtier, e are siresscing 'the urgent need for
fmacinative and soirescdve taoeics Lo hee utilized through our Counter-
intcllipence 're goanmsthons denigicd to attenpt to neutralize or
disrupt the Party’s aciiviaites in the hegro ficld, Necessity for
proapt handling of all faceis ol thisi zalier to insure timely disscmi-
nation to tuc Dcpar}?cnl afd Otrif;'ﬁlltt.‘"l‘c5L‘.‘d..ngenc_tos_ is—-also being

emphasized. [ . L Lo . e = seile ™ - f
100-3-11G _."' ) i %1 0CT 16 1967
{1 - Fg0—s-—so (CIlia, !w:‘.ro.:.:::;b.!.t;-n) 3 o ' 19F
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Memcrandum to Mr., Sullivan
RE: COQOMNUNIST PABTY, USA
NEGRO QUZSTIO:
COHFU“ISL INFLULKCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

L]

The proposed SAC Letter requires key sccurlty offices
to gubtmit to the Burzau, within 30 days, en analysis of their
current coverage of communist activities in the Ncﬂro field plus
details of their plans for intemsification. Also, those 16
offices participating in the Counterintelligence Progranm on a
regular basis arc being required to include in their next monthly
lettors due 10-15-63 their plans to neutralize or disrupt Party
activities in the Hepgro field..

the field as above and urging full implementation so that the
desired results may be achieved. Also attached for approval are
necess ry Manual changes,

+ i p——
-
". -

~
RECO.SSENDATION \g )
If spproved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising ' f
E
¢

O ey
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

; ' : While the aU.Lched memorandum
! . . bears the initials of My. Baumyzardner,
' " it was prepared from a rough-t.. aft Iurmh'\ﬂd
to him by Mr. Sulliva:, L iy
It should be understocd that
Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoo and Belpiont
read the memoranduir, and agreod with it

prior to_i_ts submission. Jii- 2 -0 5 3 ‘>L

‘----—c-n-—v-

. m—- e
.

Enclosure < S, £ 5 1gs1
: ot Clyde Tolson
i . @ - y _‘\ "ld . . =
i wals &5 -
. [4
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1 I} To: Mr. A, H. Bolmont " Date: September 25, 1967 3f£$ff"’
* . ' . " . Ml’ R"Ff.‘;—
dI rromb Mr. W, C, Sul}zp.-{ . (/' ::r. :;-_;--.

f_._,‘ rop [

Re: COUMUNIST PARTY, USA g;;;;:::

NEGRO QUESTION . L{’ Miss Juizos -

CCUUNIST INTLUCNCEZ IN RACIZAL LATTERS ° biss Gandy—t

JINTED AL SECURITY - C e e

L_..—"'::'—T:—-

Predicat‘on' .

Raference is nade to the enclosed memorandum dated 9/16/63

" ‘and ‘to the attached proposed SAC Letter.

On returnipg from a few days leave I have been advised of

the Dirscter's continusd digsatisiasetion with the mannar in whiclk
we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent.
meroranda on the same subject matter, This situation is very
diabuabiu; to those of us in the Domesstic Iutcllib%“‘% Pivisgion
responsible for this area of work, and we certainly wart to do
everything possible to correct our shortconings.
not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have made or be
stiff-necked and untending concerning our analysis of this mztter.
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter .
until there was 2 clarification and 2 meetinz of rinds relative to
the question of the extent of corxunist irnfluence over Megrocs and
their leaders. In this memorandum 1 will seriously and sincerely .
Itry to clarify a most regretable situation. It is prepared not on
official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that

this discussion need not be made a matter of official record.

£ - e
Common Agreement:
o -3

First, I am sure ve all are in agreement.on the following
ﬁhich was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief

attached: (1) for the past 44 _years the Communist Party, USA, has

SPBDT. enormous sums of noney anu ceaseless efforts to 1n:r.1.i.ic‘.x‘1c‘:é
Negroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million
Negroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial
target of the Communist Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Martin Luther

King, .does have as an extreanslv important
advisor 1 (4) we
are right now in this nation engaged in a form.of social’ revolution
and the time has never been so right for exploitation of the
Negzoes by communist propagandisis; and (5) ‘the Communist Party
""could in the future make prodigious strides and great successes with

the American Negro to tho serious detriment of our national sccurity.

e ————————

In addition to the above, the material furnished contained many pages

of specific examples of communist

Enclosures fuwf= 2-5-4 ...( 3_““'

-170-
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Memorandum for ¥r, Belmon:
RE: COMMUNIST DARTY, USsa

: NEGROQ QUESTION
: COMMUNIST INFLUESNSE IN RACIAL MATTIRS .

ikt

' showing communist involvement in Negro racial matters im this nation,

relative to which we can all agrco.

Resence of the Situatlon{

The essence of the situation sceas to be this: Ve
presented what facts there are ip our files in the Drief in question
and 1 know that the Director certainly would not wast uvs to do other
than this. The position taken at the time the Bricf was writton was
that, while there 1s communist influence being exerted onm Negroes
and Negro leaders, it has_nrot_rcached_the point cf control or
domination\x This historically bau been the positio1 ‘of the Lureau

thiz matder in 1ight of Iile reviews going back ten to cweniy .
years. W‘g“( olLa Mo Tnaas wrL AR "Lﬁ-‘.l—- u—c—l‘l.
The Hi Position: du &fia \i«-‘-‘-—%_a—ﬂ R

.

: For exanple, in a dotailed docuzent prepared on Communist
Party and the Negro in 1953, we find the statement referring to "the

. failure of the Comaunist Party to attract even a significant nunber

of Negroes in the United States to its number.” -Another exawpnle ig
to be found in aa analysis in this sane field prepared by the Buresu
'4n 1956 to the effect that communist cfforts have been "unsuccessiuyl
on & state or national level” in infiltrating "legliticate Negro-
fraternal, protest and ipprovement organizations,' although they made
l4nited success in some "isolated chapters." The Director's book,
Hasters of Deceit, published in 1054, states: "It became obvious
tThat the Party, despite pgreat eflorts, had failed to win over even

a significant minority of Negroes," In 1960 the Director's stztement
to The Committee on the Judiciarv, United States Senate, reads:

"It i 20 sccret thatl ond 0f .ti¢ LLILCrest Gisappoiniwents ol
communistic efforts in this Nation has been thelr failure to lure

our Negro citizens into the Party.” In 1962 similar public statement:
were made. On page seven of the Brief submitted to the Director
under the date of August 23, 1063, s historical position was
restated and it was said, "Onc of the blttcrest disappointments of
the communists has becn thcir single fallure to lure any significant
nunber of our Negro citimcens into tho Party." This statement was

sot forth again in the cover zexorandun which the Director marked.

The point I wish to £ako here is this: Tho fact that this
has been our bistorical position §n the Bureau for many years is no
reason to assuma that it i: !“" correct posiition at this time, as the

itcctor has cleariy cxplat: id. dasvu and concitions change and, as
the ecvidence mounts, natuxallr ¥o nceed to change our position along
with this ovidence.

-2 -
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA .
REGHO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

»

Interpretation: .

I

AB we know, facts by themseives are not too meaningful,
for they are somewhat like stones tossed in a heap as contrasted
to the same stones put in the 2orm of a sound cdifice. It is

obvious to S now that we did not put thc proper interpretation urnon
the facts which we gave to the Lirector,

Martin Luther King:

¥o¢ have been aware of the communist influence for nearly:
two years on Martin Luther Kiag, Jr., kead of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, and in the coaprehensive memorandum entitled
" “"Comzunist Party, USA, Kepro Question,™ dated 8/23/63 we set out
intormation to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this

. ceuntwy have hand subvorsive sonncctiong in thair harkersunde and

AR AS Y W& A ¥ Wil VAWML A WAL BTN TRT, A W ..uﬂ 8 AL

that Martin Luther Einz, Jr.. haz been dealing with

As previously
_stated we nre in complcto agrecmcnt with the Director that

P P Y A I LT P e e = ¥ | PP ey

communist influence is Lelng oxerted on Martio Luther .:u.ng, Ji“.,

and that King is the strongest of the Negro lecaders. As we have
stated before in a memorandun, we repard Martin Luther King to

be the most dargerous and effcctive Neyro leader in the country,

In addition, we know the Party is directing a major effort toward
strengthening its position among the Kegroes inasmuch as we have
information the Party plans to intensify its efforts to exploit

the racial situation for the purpose of gaining 1ifluence _among

_ the Negroes. T eT T
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" Memorandun for Mr. Belzont "
RE: CO.DMUNIST PARTY, USA

: NEGRO QUZ-STION
- COIMUNI ST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

SAC Latter to the Field

I would like to set forth here briefly why I think that
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Director,
ghould be sent to the field offices. My first reason is this:
Wo necd to renew our efforts and keep the pressure on and _leave
.no stone untufried to develop every and all facts which exist
in this nmatter., Some of theseé facts may not yet have been
dheatthéd by our ficld offices, and will not be unless we
follow up this matter evermore closely with them, LUy second
reason why I think the SAC Letter should te sent is related
to the present changing situation inthe Comnmunist Party - Negro
.relations area. During the past two weeks in particular there
have been sharp stepped-up activities on the part of communist
.0fticials to ipifiltrate and to dominate Negro developzents in
this ccuntry. Turther, they a2re meeting with successes. This
should be po surprise to us because since the Negro march on
Washington on August 28 communist officials have been doing all
possible to exploit the very troubled racial situaticn, AS'
they caid weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would te the
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to
penetrate and influence Negroes and Negro leaders. They are
pow in full force acting upon this intention of theirs expresced
weeks ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given
instructions to investigate exhaustively new communist - Negro
activities, The SAC letter in question will be a great help

~» toward this end, and it should result in our developing important
. facts relating to the current changes and pertinent activities
., §oing on during the past few weeks in this entire field,

-Subject of Deep Concern

-
.

May I repeat that our failure to measure up to what the
Director expected of us in the area of communist - Negro relations
is a subject of yery deep concern to us in the Domestic Irtelligence
Division., We are disturbed by this and ocught to be, I want hinm

+
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont -

RE; COMUNIST PARTY, USA. -
NIEGRO QUESTION " .
COMYUNIST INFLUEKCE IN RACIAL MATTZRS

to know that we will do evexything that 15 huuanly pounible to

develop all facts nationwide rolative to the cosmunist penctration

and influence over Negro leaders and their orgarnizations.

" RECOMMENDATIONS

(1) That the Director reconsider giving approval fZor sending
the enclosed SAC Letter to the field,

1V
' y

(2) In order that other agecncies and pronineant governnent
officials will be aware of the determincd efforts of the Com:unist
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Dircctlor approves we

will prepare a concise docuzment setting forth clearly Lhose attenmpts

to penetrite, influence, and contrnl the lNezro rmovenint, Ly setting
-

these facts forth, succinctly and clenrly, the renddy canadt help
but be impressed with the seriousness of the coxzmuniut activities.

C e em— —— e - - - -
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:"The attached analysis of i
Communism and the Negro Movement is
highly explosive. It can be regardfﬂ’;s
& personal attack on Martin Luthei\lKing. -—
There is no doubt it will have a Keavy
l;iﬁrxact on the Attorney General and anyone
else to whom we disseminate it. It is
labeled TOP SECRET. However, '‘even such a
high classification seems to be no bar
today to a leak, and should this leak out
it will add fuel to a matter which may
already be in the caxds as a political
issue during the forthcoming Presidential

campaign.

it S

ThT GGwosauduu makes good reading and
l‘is based on information from reliable sources.
rWe may well be charged, however, with

expressing opinions and conclusions, ‘parti-

cai;;i;‘eith reference to some of the
statements about King. et

e-~acbu121
This memorandum may sta;:le the, Attonﬁey

([ General, particularly in view\bI. 'his past
association with King, and the fact that we
are disseminating this outside the Department.
He may resent this, Nevertheless . the

! ﬁc:‘ﬁc‘:i‘aﬁuﬁﬁ is a powerful w“.rn:.ng a"a}n__j
Commhhift influéhce in the Kczro movenent,

W& will be carrying out our Tesponsibility

isseminating it to the peopi/findicated

in the attar\had memarandurn

) . O o, oM. —-‘“'--..‘;1“ 's...i,ﬂﬂ
: QL:;H. I‘-.‘,:i& e

e 0CT 23 1953
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Mr, Jzmes Earl Ray

Post Office Box 13

Brushy Moumtain Penitentiary
Patrre . Tonnaacaa 327845

e e W . W W S - e

Daar Mr. Ray:

In May of 1976 the Attorney Ganeral of the Unitel
Statns czoxted a task foarcs for the papose of reviewing
the FAIL's investigation of the assazssination of
Dr. M-:.rt.inmthar!:ing, Jr.

mthacorpletemlesswagi youanog{mt
your participaticn, or lack of participation, in t:
mxdar of Dr. King.

ﬁ
5.
.18
&
g

Aceardirgly, we herelw reguest, throuwch your atborney,
Jxes H. Lesar, Esquire, your consent to an interview by
merbers of the task force. If you zhould agrees to talk
to us, our tire schedule requires us ¢o arrange for the
interview to taka place not later than Decerber 31, 1976,

Please let us know irmmodiately uhet!m you desire
to be interviewsd.

Sincercly,

Fred G. Folson
Director
Martin Luther King, Jr., Task Force

oc:  Janes i, Lesar, Esquire )

-177~
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Lt Brusly Mondain Henitoutiary
o Fntrus, Tewwwssee 37845
Mr, Janes H. Legar thelber 20, 1976
Attorney at Law
1231 fourth Street, S.¥. | d
'.Bho D.C.

re: Ray v. Temn, cr. Indictzment no. 16645;
Shelby county, Teanossee. (1963)

L

Dear Jinm:

In respect to your letter saying that a justice deparizent attorney, rr.
Jases F., Walker, would like 10 imierview mne concerning the above indict=-
ment, I agrec with your advice oppocing the interview, It would appear
that this would only be in the 1nt;rest of the J.D. and their book writiag
¢collaboratsrs,e.g., Gerold Fraxnk, Gesorge Mcl¥illian, ot ad.

If they had wanted to interview the defondant, under oath, Justice had
azple opportunity in the 1974 H.C, Bearing in hé:phie. Teoneseee, throuzh
their murrogote, ¥. Heary Hzile; ontd I understand no representative froc
Justico appeared as a witnesz at the hearing.

At the present I believe the only body I should testify before is a jury.

I understand you to say justice has not read any 6f the trs. of prior
hearings & suits. %Therefore I'1l include in the cc copy of this letter
to juctice a copy of a Complaint that speaks to the MLK Jr. mastter with
sttached Ex-=/, plthoe I doubt 4f justice or their pudliching acsoclates
%11l be interosted in thc Coeplaint contents.

Sincerely: Janes eo. Ray #65477

/ P.O. Bx—-?)
¢c: Jomes F, Valker, Esq. J.D, Petroc, Teun. 37345.

W T
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. FOR M WIST=ZRM DI'?” OF TZinEsaEs
WZSTIRI .I'JI..IO‘!

JAMES E.. ay,

Plaintif?t

TIME INC. . . H '
GZORGS McMILLIAY :
¥. HINRY HAILE ’

SILLIAM BRATFORD SUIES R
GEROLD FRAMX
MOM. ROBIRT M. HcRAE i .o

BRINDA PEZLLICCIOTTI
Deferdants

C:lvil Action No. C‘ ‘)6" pe 7%

]

B . 'l - .‘_
__ | Y N . _
2 COMPLAIAT
¥. ALLEGATION GF JURISDICTION: _ ) ' :

(a) Jurisdiction of the parties in the hefein subject matter is Wased upon
diversity of citizecship ancd the amount in recovery.

Plaintiff, acting pro se, i a eitizen of the Statcl of Tenneszsee under ™opere
ation of Law" in the mubject matter; defendant TIMZ Iac. (hers-in-after, TIME)
is = citizen of the State of New York; defendant George MecMillian (Lere-in-
mu', c.".tll.i.:n) ,1- & citizen of the State of Massachusetts; defendant 7.

Inr: n.n. (h-ro—in-aﬂ:cr, Haile) is a citizen of the State of Tennesses;

Tt

defendant’ Willtan Ernttord Bule (here-in-after, Huie) is a citizen of the

State 0f Aladana; defendant Gerold Frank (here-in-after, Fronk) is a citizen

of the State of Mew York; defendant Hoa. Robert M. McRae (here-in-after, Judge

--A--!lenno) 1- a citizen of the Stats of r-imu-u; defendsnt PBremda Pellicciottl

(Iuro—in-uﬂor, Pellicciottl) 1s a citizen of the State of !cn.uuno. The

" matter in controversy exceeds, oxcluliu of utorut aad costs, the sun of

$en thousand dollars. _ o . .

(b) Jurisdiction founded 1in ths ‘existence of a federdl giestlon and the amount

LY

in t
controversy: 179 .



The acticn arises under the fifth, d.zth,' aad fourtuath, amsndzents to
the Untled States constitution; U.S.C. Title 28 i 1331 (a), s& Bere-in-
after mofe fully appears, no nt.ur in eont.rourq ouuds, cxcluun or
dnterest and costa, the sus of ten thousand dollers. .

(e) Jurisdiction founded on the oﬂ.stg.nu of a question arising under parti-
eslar statute; i *

|
. . L3
' o

The action arises under Act 32 U.S.C.A. 3 1983; U.S.C. Title 28 ] 1343 (4).
As here-in-after mors fully appeara. :

TRIS IS AN ACTIOR IN LIBEL & CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

GENMERAL BACKGROUMD:
On 4pri) 4th 1968, Rev. Martin Luther King jr., was shot . d nlloﬂ;ln.
guph.tn Tennessee; in May 1968 the Plaintiff was indicted by the Sheldy

'cout: @aud Jury (cr. indictaent po. 16645) for said shooting; on Marech
- 10th 1969.plaintiff, allegedly through eoex‘cion by his attorney, Percy
" Yoreman & thc prosecution, saotersd a guilty plu to aaid cr, indictanent; on

'rohruary 2nd 1974 the 0.S. &h e:.rcut sourt ot a;pcdl ordered an evident-
fary hearing into the ci:cumta.neu of sald ples, Ray v. Rose 491 F2d 285
tc.a.6, 1974; on Zebruary 27th 1975 after bearing sald evidentiary proceedings

_ the U.S8, District court for the ¥.D. of Tennesses, Hon. Fobert M, McRae, pro-

siding ruled n;aina‘l-'. Plaintiff, Ray v. Rose, C-74~166; on Pay 10th 1976 the

_I.S. 6th circult court of appeals uzbeld Judge McRas's ruling in said -.'1-
. dentiary hearing. Ray v. Rose, C-75-1795,

Plalotiff, JAVES E. RAY, sues
n-:_'.‘ndmt-. TIHE INC.; GEDRGE McMILLIAN; ¥. HENRY HAILE; WILLIAM BRATFORD
BUIE; GIROLD FRANK; ROBERT M. McRAE; BREIDA PELLICCIOTTI, and alleges:

2. That while awaitizg trisl in the aforsmestioned cr, izdictment the plaip-
t1fL copled down from recollecticn :I.ntornntion he had mnod in hism 1967

associations, uwciat&ou which J.nd to pldntur being ehu-gcd under
said indictnent. *- -

3. That a brief suzzary of said recollections and their subsequent disposi-
tion by plaisurt are as followa:

R ¥

e
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{a) duriag onme jer.cd af plaiaciff's 29nfioensal 1a 19wy 2w wrota down
OR A BOmey Ieceijt iszsued forth from the Sheriff's office of the Shelbdy

county, Tennesses, jJail Information which plaintiff believed had a direct
See, Ex--A. ) ) :

-+

bearing

a gaid epr

(4Y) tlu hronatien couiltcd o! tolcphonu aymbers & one mame & address; all
mabers were written down backwards, including the address. .

{c) the two telephone nuabers "rnllilt_od next to the word "Sister", the

first being listed in, New Orleans, I-oui.l.l.m; the mecond being in, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, "

-

(d) the address is listed under the name, Vera C. Staples.

(e) the telephone numbar listed under the Batonm Rouge address was furnished
to plaintiff's attorney, Percy Foreman, who was representing plaiatiff in
said er. indictaent, ' "

(£) the address was Dot investigated until plaintiff was incarcerated upoa
Pleaing to said fndictment; a compendium of the post trial investigation
would indicate: the inforsation cited above was glven to a St. Louls, Miss-

'ouﬂ., 1lator leader, and Informed 1t porta.tn-d to thc Mmx jr- case, who app-

aremtly in turz furnished saild information to a Nashville, Tennesses, ox-
lttﬂn‘y to investigate; sald Attorney had sources in the State of lLouisiana
iavestigate the matter and thereafter said Attormey reported the Baton Rouge

listed munber resident was under the influence of the Teamsters union; and

* the New Orleans listed mumber resident was among other things an agent of

& mideast organization disturbed because of Dr. King's reported forthcoming,

befors his death, public support of the Palestine Arad causs. (Rederencex to
the address if any was unclear.) .

.1
(g) 3&0 Plaintiff had come .by sald name & address shortly befors crossing
the iiordnr in November 1967 from Tijuams, Mexico, into the United States;
the mame was Randolph Erwim Rosex, '1.180 K.¥. River Drive, Miamxi, Florida;

other reference vas made to a LEAA; s check through the Miami directory iam

"70 wctnd »0 Ronl nltod with t.ho above first & second name; in 1973~

7% a Chicago, Illinois, reporter was quired as to the mame of a Rosen who
sas an official in the 'ro;rutin Labof Party, the reportsr later respondsd
said Rosen, or Rosens, activitiea were mainly in the New York, New York,

arsa; shortly *thereafter said reporter was substantisted by material plain-

ﬁ.tt received ud:t.r-ctly from the Hom. Richard Ichord a congresssan fros
- . .t «18l-". & ¢ e

L
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Kissouri; thersafter am Attorasy in Oklahoma City, Oklahcma, wes furaished
the Rosen name and anked if he u;llé find any iaforsmation re the subject .
in, iow Orleans, and inforaed the subject might have & el:. record; the Att-
onl:':lp;rtu Back that the subject's last mame most ukely.'u. Ronhsoq,
and that he had a &r. conviction in New Orleans, Louixidna, federal court fbt
a marcotics viclation; thereafter a Temneases licensed Attoraey procured

ths tr. of said conviction; subsequently another check I'l.‘ll_.d. through the,

° Miamd, telephine directory which did List & “Randy Rosemdon” but with an

aa Y P
SRS EE WiSCTEpEniY.

- . .
4+ That plaiatiff intended the sbove iaformation for exclusive use, after
a through investijgation, in a jury trial under said cr. indictment--rather
than for comsercialzing in the communications industry--and im coasequence

withhald parts therecf froa pldhutf'l €r. ittorun, who ware enzeshed

" with defendant (movelist) Willias Bratford Huie im comsercial publishinmg
; ventures: lat) Attoraey Arthur Hanea ar., wvho imsediately upon entering the
; lﬁﬂ’. contracted with defendant, Bife and Zn'd). Attorney Percy Forsaan, who while

»ot emtering into literary contracts with »r. Huie until Jazuary 1969, two
nonths nftu: Foreman's enteriag the suit, Mr. Foremam did mot question plain-
tif2 about maid information or ather aspects of the er. indictment--bacause

af iz (n.. _____ g-} Fer

- 9« That ia February 1969, after i’crcy- Foreman had eateresd into literary

* esntracts with defendant, Hule, plaintiff furnished Attorney Foreman with

" the above mentioned, Baton Rouge, phoai nusber and asked him to investigate

-

in copnection with the MLX jr. homicide. Sbortly thereafter Pr. Foresan
replied in effect that 1f there weare to be any telephons numbers refsred
to'b court he (Foreaan) ‘would furmish.them through contacts in interstate

gamhling--Mr. Foreman menticnsd a, Mr. Mayer Lansky, asz his source.

6. That subssquently, lft!'t- t:ho prosscutiox and Po're: Foresan had maneuvered
Plaintif? into entering a plea to sald indictaeat, the plaintiff on March
11th 1569 was checked into the Tennesses State penitentiary--Nashrville

- Eraach--and therein all plaintiff's parsonal property imcluding the paper

herein attached as 2X-A, and iacluding incoaing legal & personal letters
pailed to sald prison, were confiscated from ilnntitf. Two or three days

later after ﬁl.cullih‘ briefly with State corrections comsissiomsr, Harry

-
Avery, the letters including EX~-A were returaed to plaintiff by sald, ~182- n ’
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comalsaioner, Rarry Avery. (except for a thin line circling so=e writings

the property seszed in order.

74 That prior to Plaintiff's transfer to the aforssentioned penitentiary,
- .

Coaalssioner Avery, the late Governor of Tsnnesses, Hon, Buford Ellington,
and Governor Ellington's adzinistrative asxistant, Mr.-Wi1lias L. Barry,
had decided and comnitted to writing (see, Avery testicony in, Roy vs. Russ-

ell, U.5, Dis. Ct. M.D. Tn. Civ. Action no. 5590, 1670)Plaiatiff's treat-
ment upon enteriag sald penitentiary,ie, arbitrary lodging of Plaintiff in
s0litary confinesent imnediately upon his entering prisorn.

.
8. T™at thereafter on (Xarch 13, 1969) when plaintiff commenced petiticning
ths trial cour
atteapted to persuade Flaintiff against sesking a trial under said iadictaent
and after falling that informed Plaintiff that he would hever be releasted

, . )
- from solitary confi~saent while he (Avery) was corrections comnizcioner.

. 9. That in the succeeding :oi.rn until the Present Plaintiff has been arbi-
$rarily locked in solitary canﬂ.nealnt/lléresntion for aprroximately five

Years, during vhich time their haz dssn several m:idu by prisoners becs
ause of the harshaent of the confineaemt :l.nclud:l.n; two (2) 'ho burned them-
selves to-death. Ses, EX--B,

L

10, That after the aforemsntionsd riu by Plaintiff the trial Judge, Hon.

Preaton Battle, departed from Meaphis, Tennessss, for a vacation and while
on sald vacatloan the then Governor ¢f Tennessse, Hon. Buford I:Lungton,

npon leoralag of Plaintiff'g effort to receive a jury trial under_uid in-
dictaent, diapatched State offictals to located Judge Battle to offer his

the next Appellate Judgship wacancy if the Judge would deny Flaintiff a
trisl under the petition refersd to in pua;rnrh.-s above.

» That oa or about March 12th 1969 in.the pr.inon segregation bullding
n-nu.tr was coufronted through a Tuse t.yﬁl;:cid agant, Robert Jenaen
02 the Meophis, Tennessse, federal Inruu Of investagation office. The
skrust of “r. Jensen's conversation was seeking cocperatica of Flaintiff
4im furthereing the FEI fnvestigation of ui.d er. indictment. TWhen Plalntiff
refused the cooperation offer'Mr. Jensen upon departing said Flaintiff could

expect Plaintiff Brotders (Joha & Jerry Ray) to foin hiam im prison, or words

" to that effect, thereafter: -183-
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(a) plaintiff's brother, Jerry Zay, was intizidated to the extent
that ks had to reaign his Job Sn the Chicago, Illinols, area; sub-
sequently after forciag hiam frox his Job the FBI atteapted to fraxe
h:.n for nubercus erimes. *

(v Plaintiff's other brother, John Ray, was arrested by police

while driving his car in the St. louls, Hissuri, area and subsequente
1y charged by the FRI for aiding and abetting a bank robbery. Tried
and convicted with a defendant vhom tho governasnt alleged actually
robbed sald bank, John was given 18 yearas and the alleged robber 10
Years; upon appeal the alleged robber's conviction was reversed by the
8th U.S. circult court of appeals because the fruits of an 1llegaly
search & seizurs was ussd against him; Bowever, the Bth circuit ruled
ther the fruits of the $1legal gecrch was mot ground for reversing
John Bay'a case becasue the alleged evidence (stolen poney) was not
taken from bim; upon re-trial the slleged robber was acquited; sub-
ssquently another defendant in the robbery was charged and sntered a
plea for three {3) years wkich was later reduced to eighteen months
by the government. -
]

12. That in June 1959 Plaintiff filed a civil action in the United States
- Distriet court for the M.D. of Tennesses sesking to void contracts between

Plaintif?, the aforementioned Parey !'sznjg and defendant, Ruie. In atte

eapting to Bave sald civil action (Cooplaint) dismissed, thus necessitat-

ing the refiling by Plaintiff ‘:’m the W.D. of Tennesses, the defendants
A‘itqrnoy the late, John J. Hooker sr., 0f the Davidson county Tennesses
bar, 1llegally procured Flaintiff's entire prison record, including docicle

informatihn, froa the aforeasntioned corrections coamissionsr, Harry Avery,

a

and was thus able 0 have said Complaint disanissed in the H.D. 0of Tennssses
and reflled in the W.D. (civil action no. C-695-199) before Judge McRae,

because 0f sald donicle nrornnt::on.
3

i3. That thersafter ic civil action no. C-69-199 one of Judge McRoe's

than 1live tnttmnr—ml_n;gugggglv the Judge diszigsed the suit om motion .
a5 the defencants. .

14, That !onor.lng the United States Sixth circuit ecourt of appuh raling
on l'obrunrr 3rd 1974 ordering an evidentiary hearing fnto the circuzstances
of Flaintiff's aforementioned guilty plea under soid indictment defendant,
Judge McRgs, agaln assumed Jurisdiction to comduct sald hearing {civil
action B0.C~74~166) and again ;-ulod that the two principal witnesses, the



aforsaentioned Fercy forenman & doto:&ut duie, would not have to uaderge

1iwe testizeny, only denositisns, The Judge accosplished this lagal =aneu-
- war by ruling the Pllint.itt'l subpoena powers yers linited to m 120 mile

' radius of Meaphis, Tennesses. i A

That Judge McRae further prejudicial & arbitrary actions ¥ 'uaetiou
listed below effectively diminished the Plalntiff's right under tle United

‘States Supreas court mandate for a full and qquitable evidectiary hearing:

I
(a) the court ruled in effect P at the solicitation of thae

State's Attorney, defendant Falle--who had complained to ths court that
- the press was urging the State to uk certain questions of Plaintiff--that
General Halle could inguire of Plaintiff's alleged information bhe (plaint-
. 1£1) provide said Percy Foreman concerning others persons allegedly culda-
" ble under sald ¢r. indictment. Thereafter, althos Plaijtiff did refer to
' inforaation described above as being ;hln!to Mr. Foreman by Plaintiff, and
.. within t'ho confines of the above court ruling, neither defendart, Halle,
or, Judge McRae questicned Plaintiff in the matter. .

(d) Judge McRae in comcert with defendant, Pellicciotti, has coa-
uit-ﬁu;—dcnit- petitions f.‘ro- Plaintiff's counsel, Jases ¥, Lesar—
' . . declined to forward to the U.S8. 6%th circult court of appeals relevant &
- necessary portions of the transcript in said evidentiary hearing: specif-
: i" '_ ) 1u:l.1:. the definitive portions of said tranneript svidencing, Percy Forezan,
~after: ﬁvatauon. refused to offer live tut.‘..uony in said evidentiary hear-
inag; and thus throu;h their ftdotor&oul inactions in tke tr. matter contiri-

buted substantially to the 6th circuit decision cgainst Plaintiff thereln.
- N ;‘ _
_':' (c) Judge McRae has ignored a petition to take perpetuating testi-

mony, filed after said evidentiary huring, from dofendmt Suie. Mr. Hule
being a princ:lpal character thu'lin.

15, That prior to satd evidentiary hearing, Judge McRas, mislead or att-
empted to mialead Flalntiff's '!on.hunu er. counsel n evidenced by a
series of letters Plaintiff recelved from said Counsal (Mr. Robert I.
Livingston) implykag that during several sncounters with Judge McRas he
S . (livingsten) was lead to believe the court was syapathetic to Flaintiff's
sase and thus g vigorus presentation by Flaintiff's counsel would not de

’ necessary or desirabtle, : -185-



16. That their bave Dees judlicized allsgatlons that, Judge McRae, 18
aore eouonoé with the pont:.ea.l effects or his dccid.onn than the

In. s«. EX==C. : . ’

1Z2. That the cleck of the court defeadant, Pou::cuotu, thorou; sald
evidentiary hearing was eonduc.tod acted in ennccrt'rft:i. Judge {cRae,
is declining %6 prepars and forward tr. material, descrided in paragraph
14~b above, to the U.S. aixth ¢ircult thus contﬂ&tiu substantially

* to the =sixth circuit dnnm.; Plaintif? relief under sald evidentiory
bearing. ’ ) . ' '
18. ﬁnt defendant, Hatlle, who ui the State's chief counsel in the afore-

 mentioned evideatiary hearing, but is 2ow in private practice, has libel-
od Plaiatiff by aiding & abetting defendant, McMillian, im MciMillian's
propu-i.nj & suthoring the atprnuent:lonos artilee for defendant, TIME. '

‘3 -
I
—

 19. That defendant, ¥cMillian, informed Plaintiff's brather, Jerry Ray,
of hi'_l {ReMilliant s) rolatic:ln-hip_ with defendant, Ealle. Tee  wesiia

-
-

| 20. That 1a ; )

© at the Tennessse State penitentiary--Nasbville Branch--wherein MeMillien
roquutod warden, Janes H. Rose, & personal triond of Haile, to contact

" Plaintiff and ask if he would cobsent to an interview by, Meillian.
Warden Rose did forward said uto.rv:_l.u request to Flaintiff which Plaintif?f
declined and, thereafter, Haile & McMillian vio.nd the solitary confinesent _

' building wherein Pleintiff was housed.

_.‘an. That defendant, Baile, while asst. att. gen. .tor 1::!:1 State af Tunn-

'? osaes several times publicly criticised court decisions unfavoradle to him

" .in a manner zuggesting he was attenpting to intietdats Judges, acta for
which ho. subseguantly was di;nin'ed from the A.G.'s office by the Att-

22. That in the January 26, 1976, issue of TIME magazine (:x.-p) under

the title of "The Xing Assascination Revisited", defsndant, McMi1llianm,
nthornd s malicious article subtitled "I'm gonna kill that nigger Xing”

and alleged u.i.d subtitle to be a stateaent aade by Plaintiff.

Said srticle 1. littered dth deliberate fabrications, and while of a
Bollywoodish charagter they are delivered with salice intent, begining -186~
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®,..I0 1963 and 1964 Marsit Luther Xing was on TV alocst everyday, talking
defiantly about Zow Elacik peo;le ware going to get thelr rights...Ray

wabched 1t all avidly on the ¢ell-block TV as Jeff City. Ue reacted as .

b |

" 4f-Xing'a remaries wers directad at him personally. He boiled when Xing

cane on the tude, He began to call hi:m Martin 'Lucifer' King and Martin

‘Luther 'coca’. It got 0 that the very sight of King would gelvanize

* sald article are! Sy

Ray ", pP. 13 sald article. ] ’ .

e
e

The facts are that thelr were no TV sets in the cellblocks or, ceils,

during Plaintiff's entirs sojourn in the Missouri State penitantiary at,
Jetferson City; and, that defendant McMillian is cognizant of this fact
through conversations with Miassouri corzoctionl. officials whon ke haws

ctontacted for informaticn numercus times. Ses, IX—f.

23+ That several olicr deliberate fabrications with maliciocus intent in

{a) "Ray and (his fellow convict Raymond) Curtis would set arcund,
oftea high on speed..." Speed being a fora of narcotic. p. 18.

(®) "Om April 24, 1967, just one day after Ray escaped froa the
prison at Jefferscn City, he met tig -Brothers Jack and Jerry in Chicago's
Atlantic Hotel...™ Allegedly, say's McMillian, discussing the murder of
Bartin Luther Kin

. wn. 1R_
g Pe 0.

(c) that NeMilllsn alleged Plaintiff's Brotherp, John & Jerry Rey,

 Bad, from conversations with Plaintiff, knovwledge bdefore the fact of the

MLX Jr. murder. PP. 18 & 23.

2hs That the State of Missouri's departaent of corrections con=issioner,
Br. George N. Camp, alleges 1n effect that defendant McMillian 1is a fraud

¥1n conzection with McMillian's aforementioned allegations concerning Flain-

tiff's conduct while in sald Miszouri penitentiary. See, EX--E.

2%, T™at the Mliasvuri prisoner defendant McMillilan principally relies on
to substantiate his allegations, allegations that Plaintiff not only
ploted the murder of MLK Yr. tut was also & narcotic addict, parcotiec
’o;ldhr. act. ect., 1s riveled to be onme, Mnd Curtis.

la-td, Raynond Cartis, attespted onced to converse with Plaintiff while in

said penfitentiary, thereaftar he (Curtis) ‘vwoluntarily *checked into™

ﬁmnﬂon. after being exposed as a proffeszional inforaer, and thus

-187- ,
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was thereaftsr limited in his prison association %o his own type.

_ 26. That shortly after Plaintiff's arest in 1968 to anser for said er.
* gad{ctaent defendant HeMillian stated at a news conference that since he

{McMillian) knew Plalntift vas guilty of the indictasnt charge be (McMill-
4an) would oot have to investigats the case. Thua 1§-‘tonovl a fortiori
that McMillian has relied on the work product of other sovelist to sub-
stantiate nz.uu‘- portions of his allegations in said TINE artocle.

-

and his allopcf forthcoaing ook re Pid.ntiff.

28, That defendant TIMNE magarine has a vested (financial) interest in
puhl':l.lhina. sald artiles by Hem.l‘i.hn-tﬁus in promoting McMillian's forth-
coming Book re Plaintiff-- ip that McMillion's publisher, Little Erown,
is a mudaldary of TIME inec.

L] - -
N v

m. hat defendat TIME decelved their owa u.ont {Richard C. Woodbury) in

_ their Chicago, Illinois, office into thinking TINE would run an objoctive
" story Te the matter. Ses, EX—F.

30. That defendant TLIE was consciously endsavoring to influsnce the
t

1543, which just a few days subsequent to sald article heard aggunents
ip the atove Ray v. Rose suit to determine vhether to order Flaintiff a
mew trial under said cr. indictaent,

“ 31, That TIME imc. has a history of conspiring to sudvert the judicial
" and political processes by publiashing, ti=mely, malicious articles prior

%o juficlal decisions or sléction of public officlels..

$2+ That bDecauss defendant, m.‘:.'ha‘l‘:adc & fresh invutigation }p. 17

‘said article) imto the ¥case®——their initial investigation evidontly

being perdormed by Time _ixie. LIFE magazizne in 1968—TIMT is cogaizant
that a substantiasl portion of said article is false & malicious.

. 33. dat substantial portiens of said artilece by McMillian were supplied

to Mr. McMillian by defendants, Frank & Hule--Defeniant, Huls, published

H

f
[

a povel e Flointif? in 1970 titled "He Slew the Dremmer™; defemhant, -188¢,
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S4e That tho false allegaticns in sald article: "that Plaintiff cosaitted
Y holdup in London, Sngland, and that Goor;o C. ¥allace would pardon
phs.nt:.rr, pp. 17 5 23 ‘respectivaly, were mpplicd to defendant McMillian
by defendant Hule as evidenced by statesents made directly to l’hinuﬂ‘
by the above mentioned Percy Foreman {quoating Hule M.P}muft) along
vith oral & written declarations by Defendat, Hule. Ses, -1.:: ==l

35. That d.n';dut Zule in kia ongoing 2edis cempaign against Plaintiff
Jibeled Flaintiff in a CBS-TV interview hosted by, Daz Rather, on or
about January 2, 1976, by falsely alleging in effect that Plaintiff had
murdered MLX Jr, and, robbed a loan cozpany in Londen, E\::glund.

36. That the false allegations in refeience to Adolph Hitler (p. 23 said

article) was supplied to defendant Mciillian by Defendant, Fro==:, a3 ev-
1denced by statements mads directly to Plaintiff by Plaintiff's foraer

i ‘lttornoy {wbo was interviewsd oxtund.nlx by defendant, Frank) Robert Hil11,-

37. That defendant Huie hal a hiatory, for coamarcial ressons, of

of the Chattancoga 'rcnncnu ‘bar.

contentionaness with said, Gav, Pallace.

35. That defendant Frank has & history of defending Zionism even when
'1t includen :.ﬁrdu-. g, Sse ﬁank'c povel, pudlisher in 1963, titled
»THE DEED", and 1f allegations in 'eopﬁt 2-f above are substantiated in
court proceeding Mr, Frank's intrusion into said cr. indictaent as a

Goveronent advocats is readily explicabdle.

39, That an article ia the BILALIAN NZ¥S published March 12, 1976, page 15,

_;" penultinate plrnﬁnph, Teported NIX Jr. vas mttﬁg his political alli-

-

ances..?Dr. King vas lhiftiﬁg his pout!.n'.‘l. allinaces and civil rights
.npproach. To npyor't this v.‘...u observers point 'to Dr. King's visvs o9
the Viet Mom war and his .p'aﬂ.n‘ support of the laber movement. Dr. King
was also coning under the ﬁnnonco of the Teaching of the Houraph
Master Elijoh Muhamnad,..® o .

K. -0 Mat Plaintif? f1led a lidel suit in the United States Dis. Ct. for
the ¥.D. of Temnssass titled, Roy V. Froak, Civil Action 1o, C~73-126,
ageinst herein defendaat, Frask, is 1570, and b n‘

him through his publisher, Doubleday cospany. “r. Frank was submequently
’ -189+



releived by the Court sa a defendant fn sald suit by falsely alleging
£ See, EX—8. p. 1) a process deficiency; Nr Frank's in effect falsely
alleged that he & Ioubleday Company's affiliation was forasl & transitery.

1., That the record will confirm that not one of the lf{.-untift'u neenu:-.
in the mcnuon incustry have sver offered live teatizony in a court
of lav but on the costrary, they bhave utilized oumerous rn.-u to avoid
process and the l\.ubpocna while the record will svidence Flaintiff has pot
only given live ;.uti.:ony (ia the aforementioned evideatiary hearing) but
prior to the plea in sald cr. indictaent was in contention with his er.
counsel in their incistence—in coliuxion with defendant, Buie--that plaint-
1ff not be a dotons; witness therein,

koreover, mothing of substance indicates that the lega) system-
1nﬂn;nc1ll publishing cospanies coabine are not acting in concert to assu-
re that their shall mever be a {jury) trial for Flaiptiff, crioinal or

" be a "show trial"™,i.e., the Governmsnt could not sustain it's herstofore

-

lcdﬂ_.n__ case. g ! _ :
L) . . W .
lnd it would sppear tht a cr. defendant without the econonmic
Y pol:l.ticai influence -f'toctin‘ly contest the sabove situation is mot
only subject to the denlal of due process but can also expect his faaily
" menbers to be jalled and framed for cririn:z dffences while the sane Pud-
lishing indusiries, eg, defendant, TIME, conplnn salf-rightaously adous

some distant country's corutionl or lagal lycton.

Furthar, it uu'a that, by chancd, the sanme uodin—politied
conkdne that conlesced in tho Tatergate ..nnstuauon-pmucution and
dou.ndod full disciosure are out-of the same sack as thoes who yroucutod

H

plaintiff undsr saild cr. 4ndictuent and who are now opposed to dizzlosures. |

1IN SUMMARY: th‘ aho.n mentioned Percy l'bru.an hn't herstofors,
since be & the Goversasut asnsuversd Platatiff into mald indictaent ples,
" beed giving a running commentary in the madia on bow h. {Foresan) accom~-
Plished the feat. KRow he hae published analocou:ly th| spllogue to the

feat in the BTAR :n;:.:im ﬂux-cu be pronoucu: .
. -190- )
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%.e.eWith tie publicity, appellate couris are relustant to
‘reverss becausa it would bring down a heap of eriticiss from
the public wvho are not faniliar with tie rule and regulation
of law...to find a Judge or a group of Judges with o:;ou;ht
eourags would ox experience, be uzexpected”. Ses, EX~—¥.

42+ That the defendants, TINE inc., George McMillian, ¥, _!anry Halle,
William Evatford Huie, and Geroid Frank are guilty of the vislation
a8 follows: ; Al '

{a) of 1ibeling plaintiff in mald TIME article with malicios intent.

3. That the defendants, TIME inc., George McKillian, ¥. Wenry Halle,

are guilty of the viclation as followa: -

(a) o2 acting in collusmion, by the pature of said article and it's
publishing date, to influence the U.S. 6th circuit court of appesls in,

. nay v. Rose, lo. 731543, adversely to herein Plnintiff., thus obstructing

Justict and v:l.olatin; pla_ntitt'n civil rishts.
. N
b ~That dsfendant, :mmun.u An addition guilty of the viclation
. 2 . -4 .

a= follows

: .- i

{a) of receving & publishing maliclous carerial from defeadants,
Huie & Frank, with a reckless disregard for the truth or falxity of sald
material thus compounding Heiillian's libel.

A5« That defendant, Huie, 1s in addition guilty of the violation as follows:

-

“fa) af 14baldn ® with maldefans inten & by falaale charcines nn a

= == _____ —_— ——— - - Ty vRme g wa =

- CBS=-TV lpoclnl datad Jumu- 2, 1976, and hosted by Dan Rather, that *laint-

12f had in effect aurdered, Rev, Martin Luther Xing J’r., md, robded a
lcan _conpany in, London, ms'llnd.

b§. That defendant, Halle, is zuilty of the additionmal violationras follows:

. L)
-

(a) of violating Flaiatiff's civil rights with malicious intent
by aiding & abetting defsndant, nelu].:u.u, ia nie (Ilcn.'u.um'n) pubdlisging
sald article, through furnishing McMi11san information from the files of

the Tennessse Attorney General's office vulle he (Hails) was asst. Att. Gen.

(b) of having direct knowledge ruuitin‘ from his tsoure in the
Tenaesses A.G. 0fZice and his sssociaticon with the aforementioned, Percy
Foresan & William L. Barry, of the trutfulness of allegation made im count-3
Berein above, thus viclating Flaintiff's civil rights.

-191-
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47 That defexdants, Judge McRae & Sreada Pellicclotti, ore guilty of
the civil rights violation as follows: '

(a) of deliberately withholding relevant portions of Plaintiff's
transcript froa an appellats court, refersd to in gouni—ﬂl b sbove, and
thus contrituted substantially to that court--U.S. 6th eircuit court of
appealas~—sustaining Juége McRae's earlier ruling therein agcoinst Flaintiff.

48. That defendant, Judge McRae, 18 ia addition gullty of the civil right's
violation as follows: '

T )
(a) of refusing to act on a motion to take Dperpetuating testi-

49 . That the Plaintiff 18 entitled to exesplary danages because defendants,

"~ azeluding Ju d £e KcRae & Pallicciottl, should be taught that the culpabil- -
ity of defendants in cr. indictzents were intended under the Tnited States
constitution to be decided h‘ ¢ourts of law rather thaz through fracdulent
aisrepresentations in the comzercial comm;nica'tionl industry; and the other
two defendants that legal requirecents preceds political conaiderations
or bliasness -s;-:inlt a particular litigant,

50 . That as a fuult of the ciotondantl actions cited herein the Plaintiff
has not only been ligeled in a malSgant fashion but thoes who have the
responaibility of upholding litigants constitutional rights have by their
collusive acts indirectly contriduted to and encouraged the libel.

.

WHERSFORE, Plaintiff demands Judgment froa defendants, ex-

"i':lud.ins Judge ¥cRae, ;p.unitiu danages of Five hundred thousand dollars

respectively. . . : :
.J.uﬂ.—' E. w
Btationeai
) . lashrilll. Tannesser. ‘P
- Plainti e /7/\ el ﬁ &7
- - ./- - ( f’!

, . -192 \
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State of Tennessee } -
SEELBY COUNTY

L % A BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminsl Courts of sid County, do bereby certily that the fore-
going__(5) FIVE ' Pages ccntaia o fol, rus end periect copy of the
PETTTION FOR NAIVER OF TRIAL AND mwmwmm__
ORDER AUTIDRIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEPTING PLEA OF GUILTY AND '
VOIR DIRE OF DEFENDANT ON WATVER AND ORITR - OF JAMES EARL RAY - BOCXET MIVEP R-16645

as the same appears of record now on file In my offios.
* Ia Testimony Whereo!l 1 have hervutito set my band and affixed the seal
of sald Court, at office, in the City of Memphis.

this_ 18 4oy ot X, 1976
] J.A.BU\ M
By, c
State of Tennessee IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENN.
SHELBY COUNTY . Mamphis, Tenn . MK, 16,1976 18
g WILLIAMH. WILLIAMS 7 sole and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court of said
County Division 3 certify that J. A. BLACKWELL, who gave the foregoing certificate, is now, snd

vlllfdnﬁmdm&m.ackdﬁd&mdﬁ;ﬂwhamndmd.dtht
Ms attestation ls in due form, and his official acts, as such, are entitled to full fajth and credit.

oo 7 Witness my band, this 16 ol A, : 1976

State of Tennessee

SRELEY COUNTY
' X, J. A BLACKWELL, Clerk of tha Crisaina] Courts of said Caunty, cartily that HON.
MI&‘B , whoss genulne official signaturs appears to the sbove

nndhutomudOu-&ﬁuh.hdmntmﬁncddpln(thmuhudpmdmghdnoﬂh

wwmhuhmm.qunudmammmmm
fied, and that all his official acts, as such, are entiled to full faith and credit. .

I Tostimouny Whersof 1 have bersusto sst my hand and affixed the seal

‘ of said Court, st offics, In the City of Mamphis,

.- et f.‘:'.' - .
Vel otlerg :r’..~.:: - Jal 2 A RLACYIEET Y Ozl
By - T
@l -194+,
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STATE OF TENNESSER
". 3 m. Inﬁ‘i - ) : -
« .~ JAMES EARL RAY )
L ii'ﬁ.a.‘m:.‘r : . .

§ - FETITION FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR
" * ACCEFTAICE OF PLEA OF GUILTY

L mt. my true full neme i3 JAMES EARL RAY and T sssert that
i 8l proccedings cgalnst e should be hed in the nsme which J hercby declsre to be oy
trus naze.

. I‘ . My sttorney in the causze is _ PERCY FOREMAN » VhOo wvor se-
D77, lected and reteined by na,/who was appointed by the Court akxxxre s to represent
me in this cause, and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public Defender,

! . I have received s copy of the indictoent telore being celled upon to plesd,

. snd T have resd snd discussed it with my sttorney, snd believe snd feel thet I urnder-
atsnd the sccusation mede ageinst me in this cese snd in each case listed herein. I
hereby wuive the formal resding of ths indictoent,

- v . T have told my sttorney the facts and surrounding eircumstances ss known

* 1] to me conceraing the matters mentioned in the indictments, sad belicve snd feel that
my attorney fs fully inforced as to sll such motters., My sttorney haz inforped me
2% to the nsture and cause of esch accusstion sgeinst me, end as to »any snd sll

. poszible defenzes I might have in this caruse.

-

po—

L]
—y

-

. Wy sttorney has adviszed pe s3 %o the punishzent provided by lav for the

effenses charged scd ezdraced in the indictront egainst me. My sttorney has further
‘- gdvised that punishaent which the law provides for the crima with which I ea charged
in the indiciment iz as follows:

R mmm_gnﬁnement in the State Penitentiary Eor

1€ nr for same neriod of time over twenty ('20) YHTS

-t
.

and if sccepted by the Court snd Jury my scnteace on 8 plea of guilty will be:

r
1

- '
ey

tate Penitentiary for ninety-nine years (99).

-
oy

- It bas bren fully expleined to me and I understand that I msy, if I so choosc,
" plesd “Not Guilty™ to sny olfense charged sgainct me, spd that iIf I choose to plesd "Not
Guilty” the Corstitution gusraniees and this Court will provide me the right ta e spucdy
. apd publie trisl by Jury: the right to see end hesr sll witnezses agoinst ma; the right
%0 use the Dower ond process of the Court to compall the production of any evidence,
. '+ including the sttendance of sny witness, in my fovor; and the right to have the asxis-
i . tsuce of counsel in my defense st ol steges of the proceedings,

oy -

: In the exerciss of my own free will snd choice and without any threats oy
' prassurs of any Xind or promizes of gein or favor from sny scurce vhatsosver, snd deing
CLelep oy ‘6mly svave of °,h| sction I am taking, I do hercby in open Cour® reguest the Court to
,.v""' azeept <y ples ¢f gullty to the charzes outlined harein, I hercby vaive sty right I
;.-' * » may er could have to » Motion for s Xev Trisl, snd/oy sn appesl,

.. ', . P ‘ﬁ ! ﬂ'\"«
[/

W ﬂv—
i Deiendant

-..

.
LS
-

.- -

. \?@n'zr -
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IN TUC CRLMINAL COURT OF ""-L‘! COURTY, TETESSAE

‘DIVISISN _IIT .
STATE OF TEKWCISEE . -
v ®._16648

m AUTEORIZING WAIVER 07 TRIAL AND AOCEP'I‘IBS
FLETA OF GUILTY

‘Thiz csuse cace on ror hacring before the Hoacrstle W,

PRESTON BATTLE » Judge of Division 111 s 0f the

Criminsl Court of Shelby County, Ternesses, on the petition of the

- defendant, JAMES EARL RAY © o for Waiver of t.rhl by Jury and

request for scceptonce of a plea of guilty, sa2id petition being sttached
Beret> snd inzorporated by refersnze Rerein; upon ststements made n
. the District Attorney General,

open Court by the defendsnt berein; his attorneysof record; /the Assisztant
AttorneysGeneral representing tha State of Tennessce; and from Questioning
by the Court of defendent snd ks counsel in open Court; and

IT APPEARINS TO THE CCURT lt:ter csreful consideration thst the
defendant hu-ain has becn fuily sdvised and undu'lt-nds his r.l;ht to &
trisl by Jury on the merits of the indictmont sgeinct him, and thet the
defendant herain does not elect to have o Jury dcl:cmlne bis guilt er

Snnocence undcr s ploa of Not Guilty; and hes volived the forzsl Tending

of the indictoent, AMD:

IT FURTHER APFZARD TO THE COURT that She defendant 1nte.111;cn-17
lnd understendingly wolives his right to s trisl and of Mn om t:ee will and

choice ond without sny thruts or pressure of sny kird or prm:es, other

thet the recozzendstion of the State as to punish...ent, and does duin to

‘enter a ples of guilty snd sccept the r:comen:lntion of the State ss to

puniskoent, waives his right to s dotion for s Lew %risl sndfor sn sppesl.
| IT IS THEREFCRE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AXD DECEEED thet the petition
filed herein be sand the guze 1s heredy granted,

Enter this the | C.'E'- doy of _ wMayeh » 296 I
: meLRL ’ :
. . .* JuUDp6



e of Ter prove you gui
P

JUDGE "“James Earl Ray, stand.”

JUDGE "Have your lawyers explained all your rights to you and do

you understand thea?” T
- . DEFENDANT  "Yes"
JUDGE

"Do you know that you have a right to a trial by jﬁry on the
" charge of Murder in the First Degfee sgainst you, the punish-

ment for Murder In the First Degree ranging from Dcath by

Elcc;recuti&n to any time over twenty years? The burden of

proof is on the State of Tennessee to ou

yond a reasonable doubt and to a moral certainiy and the de-

e

- cision of the Jury must be unanimous both as to guilt and
punishrent?

In the event of a jury verdict against you, you would
. have the right to file a Motion for a New Trial addressed te

- the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against
SR
T you on your Motion for a New Trial, you would have the right

*

. f' to successive appeals to the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap-

peals and the Supreme Court of Tennesses and to £ile a pe-

. i} tition for review by the Supreme Court of the United States?
e Do you understand that you have all these ri

b verexpant  vesn L A : |
',fi JUDGE "You are entering a plea of Guilty to Murder in the First
. l ) .

Degree as charged in the Indictment and are compromising

A ] . -

et

and settling your case on agreed punishment of ninety-nine
years in the State Penitentiary. Is this what you want to
do?"

\ DEFENDANT  “Yes*

u..n
rr

JUDGE "Do you understand that you are waiving, which means "giving
up”, a.formal trisl by your Plea of Guilty azlthough the laws

of this State require the prosecution to present ceartain evi-

....
N LN

dence to a jury in all cases of Pleas of Guilty to Murder in
the First Degree?

. (4 . - . ) - “,
,*““"’2:2442. . . L. . :
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Pl!c 2
Voir Dire of Defendant on Kaiver and Order

By your plea of guilty you are also waiving your rights
to (1) Motion for a New Trial; (2) Successive_Appcals to
the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals and the Supreme
Court of Tennessee; (3) Petition for Review by tﬁo Suprenc

“Court of the United States.

By your plea of gullt; you are also sbandoning and
waiving your objections and exceptions to all the Motions
snd Petitions in which the Court has heretofore ruled against

you in whole or in part, among them being:
* - 1. Motion to withdraw pléa and quash indictment

2. Motion to inspect evidence

3. Motion to remove lights snd cameras from jail _

4. -Motion for private consultation with ntédrney

5. Petition to authorize defendant to take depoiitions

6. Motion to permit conference with Huie

7. Motion to permit photographs

8. Motion to designate court reporters

9. Motien to stipulate testimony

10. Suggestion of proper name"

DEFENDANT  “Yes™

JUDGE

"Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in
the penitentiary been promised to you to get you to plead

guilty? Has anything else been promised you by anyone?™

DEFENDANT  "No"

JUDGE

“Has sny pressure of any kind, by lﬁyone in any way been

used on you to get you to plead guilty?"

DEFENDANT  ""No"

JUDGE

DEFENDANT  “Yes*

PP

“Are you pleading guilty to Murder in the First Degree in
this case because you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under
such circumstances that would make you legally guilty of

_Hurder in the First Negree under the law &s explained to

you by your Iawyers{"

o

(.i‘_Q‘ . ‘

it
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Paf- 3
Voir Dire

JUDGE

DEFENDANT
JUDGE

DEFENDANT

JUDGE

of Defendant on Waiver and Order

“Is this Plea of Guilty to Murder in the First Degres with
agreed punishment of ninety-nine years in the State Peni-
tentiary, freely, voluntarily and understandingly made and
entered by you?" |

"Yes"
"Is this Plea of Guilty on your Part the free act of your
free will, made with your full knowledge and understanding
of its meaning and consequences?"

"Yes"
"You may be seated.”

)5/-\.:.».«4, o
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